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U\psh*eam battle

the year.

Colby High School math teacher Christina Garretson and paraprofessional Brock Fairbrother took partin arecent FFAgold-
fish race. Participants use a straw to push the fish to the finish line. The activity was one of many the students do throughout

SHAWNA HOWELL/Colby High School

Drought limits
Texas cotton

LUBBOCK, Texas (AP) — West
Texas cotton producer Rickey
Beardenlostall 4,000 of his dryland
acres to drought, and the lack of rain
made hisirrigated crop justaverage.

“I’'m considerably down from
lastyear,” he said. “Justlack of rain-
fall.”

Growers across Texas, the
nation’s leading producer of the
fluffy fiber, suffered from the
drought. Despite the dry conditions,
Texasis ontrack to harvest 5.7 mil-
lion bales, the state’s fourth-largest
crop ever, 32 percent below 2005.

The estimates for this year’s crop
were released Monday by the U.S.
Department of Agriculture and
were virtually unchanged from last
month. They follow back-to-back
record years for Texas producers.
Last year, the state produced 8.5
million bales, about 700,000 bales
more than 2004.

Nationally, the forecast called for
21.3 million bales to be harvested,
down 11 percent from last year.
Cotton is grown across the nation’s
Southern tier from Virginia and the
Carolinas to California.

When compared with 2005,
yields are down in all cotton-pro-
ducing states except Arizona, Ar-
kansas, California, Tennessee, and
Louisiana.

Monday’s USDA report pro-
jected improved yields from last
month for Georgia, Louisiana and
Tennessee.

Steven Brown, a cotton special-
istat the University of Georgia, said
he had expected the heat and
droughttoreduce average yields in
his state to about 500 pounds per
acre — barely enough to make one
480-pound bale on an acre.

“If the USDA is right, we’re go-
ing to make a respectable crop,”
Brown said.

The report says Georgia growers
should average 765 pounds per
acre, 97 pounds more than the No-
vemberestimate. It’s 85 poundsless
than the record 850 pounds last
year, but 51 pounds more than the
five-year average of 714 pounds.

“We feltlike we were on the verge
of adisaster,” Brown said. “In mid-
summer, it was very, very depress-
ing. It’s good to be better than we
thought.”

Growers in Arkansas and Tennes-
see were projected to have record-
high production.

Theyield average across the U.S.
is 798 pounds per acre, down from
831 last year.

Dear Santa:
Under the Red Roofs at

SOUTHWIND PLAZA
At Exit 53, Colby, Kansas

Taylor Motors~New and Used Cars, Pickups, SUVs, Parts and Service--
Your GM and Chrysler Dealer in the Tri-State Aarea.
Southwind Antique Mall~Antiques and Collectibles for Everyone..

Amy’s Fashions~Fashions for Everyone--All 50% off.

Limestone, Jewelry, Art and More.

Wrapping. ( Inside Kansas Country Store)

us. Member MLS.
CJI’s Boutigue~Fashions for the Discerning Woman—Must Haves!

and compassion. Call for an appointment.

All Occasions, Special Orders Available.

LOTS OF PARKING AND VARIETY--
SAVE GAS, TIME AND MONEY

(Each store indepently owned and
operated with their own hours.) Call
785-460-3048for information.

Ntronic~-Computers built just for you, Computer Service, Networking, and supplies.
Kansas Country Store-Kansas-made Gifts, Kansas Foods, KU, KSU and Neb. Items, T-Shirts,

Hometown Packaging-UPS and USPS Services, Packaging of Items for Shipping and Gift
Southwind Realty-~Also inside KansasCountry Store—Looking for that Special Home— come see
Famous Footwear-The only Shoe Store in Northwest Kansas—Shoes for the whole family.
Fotogirl Photography-Unique Photos with lots of background choices—Done with love

Under The Sea Pet Store-For the Animal and Fish Lover—Pets, Fish, supplies and More.
The Party House~Party Supplies—Weddings, Birthday, Graduation, Special Occasions,

ONE-STOP CHRISTMAS SHOPPING WITH

Never too cold
to snow in plains

MANHATTAN — “It’s too cold
tosnow” is abit of folk wisdom that
seems to crop up in central High
Plains conversations every winter.

Like alot of weather-related folk
lore, it contains a kernel of truth. At
the same time, however, it"s wrong,
said Mary Knapp, State of Kansas
climatologist, who maintains the
official Kansas Weather Data Li-
brary, based in Kansas State Uni-
versity Research and Extension.

“The truth behind the myth s that
cold arctic air masses tend to be very
dry. So, when one of those air
masses moves south, it typically
doesn’t have high enough conden-

sation rates to produce snow,”
Knapp said. “For that to occur, the
arctic air has to bump into some air-
borne water source, such as moist
air moving up from the Gulf of
Mexico.”

Simply put, she added, the
weather never gets too cold to snow.
But it can get too dry.

“For moisture to fall, the conden-
sation rate in the atmosphere has to
exceed the evaporationrate. When-
ever that happens, you get precipi-
tation - regardless of temperature.
If the temperature is low enough,
the precipitation will be in the form
of snow,” Knapp said.

The Northwest Kansas League and its member schools is proud to be able
to sponsor this message and we would take this opportunity to remind
everyone that high school athletic competitions are intended to be an
extension of the classroom where student athletes can learn and practice
the principles of fair play, respect, team work and sportsmanship. As fans
and parents we undermine these values when we constantly harass game
officials. Set a good example by your behavior.

>

Give Kansas
~ For Christmas -~
Kansas Country Store

Sunflower Foods * Kansas Made Items
T-Shirts ® Jewelry ® Cookbooks & More!

Create your own Christmas

Basket FULL of
Kansas Products

INTRY

Open:
9-6:00 Mon.-Sat.
12-5:00 Sundays

lgﬁuggmmix 1085 Taylor Ave in Southwind Plaza

Colby, KS

“Under the Big Red Roofs!’,

Everything | want for Christmas can be found

Fastenal - All types of fasteners, tools, anchors, plumbing and electrical, safety equipment and janitorial supplies.
Colby Sew & Vac-Fabric, Sewing Machines, Vacuums, Space Heaters, Supplies, Sewing Cabinets, and Classes.
The Tool Box~Custom Cabinets, Pulls, Counter Tops, Sink, Faucets, Supplies & More.




