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Bridge

                         Famous Hand
We can all take solace from some of the hands

played at the highest levels of the game.
This deal, for example, took place in the

match between Great Britain and the United
States in 1955, and demonstrates how far from
par the experts can stray even in a world cham-
pionship.

When the British were North-South, the bid-
ding went as shown.

 Kenneth Konstam bid one diamond, and
Boris Schapiro jumped to two hearts.

Schapiro was trying for a slam, of course, and
Konstam went along with the idea by leaping
to four diamonds in an attempt to show a re-
spectable opening bid containing a self-suffi-
cient suit.

 It is not known whether Schapiro’s four-
notrump bid was intended as Blackwood.

However Konstam interpreted four notrump,
his raise to six indicates he did not treat the bid
as asking for aces.

 Konstam might have thought that a five-dia-
mond response, showing one ace, would not do
his hand justice, considering the number of
winning tricks he had.

At any rate, six notrump became the contract,
whereupon the American East led the A-K of
hearts to defeat the slam.

At the other table, the American pair of Wil-
liam Rosen and Milton Ellenby arrived at the
same contract! Rosen opened the South hand
with three notrump (“gambling”), showing a
long, solid minor with not much else on the side,
and Ellenby raised him to six.

 Ellenby was hoping there would be either a
legitimate play for the slam or that the defense
would make the wrong opening lead.

The latter wish was granted when the English
West led the jack of spades, and Rosen made
all 13 tricks.

So the American team gained 1,070 points on
the deal. Both teams missed the ice-cold six-
diamond contract.

   Tomorrow: The obligatory finesse.
   (c)2006 King Features Syndicate
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This is a logic-based
number placement puz-
zle. The goal is to enter
a number, 1-9, in each
cell in which each row,
column and 3x3 region
must contain only one
instance of each nu-
meral. The solution to
today’s Sudoku puzzle
is right.

5
7
9
4
8
3
6
1
2

 

4
8
1
6
2
7
5
9
3

 

6
3
2
9
5
1
4
7
8

 

1
2
5
8
3
6
9
4
7

 

8
9
6
7
4
2
3
5
1

 

3
4
7
5
1
9
2
8
6

 

7
6
4
3
9
8
1
2
5

 

2
5
3
1
7
4
8
6
9

 

9
1
8
2
6
5
7
3
4

 

20
06

 C
on

ce
pt

is
 P

uz
zl

es
, D

is
t. 

by
 K

in
g 

Fe
at

ur
es

 S
yn

di
ca

te
, I

nc
.

Difficulty Level 12/18


