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Woman convicted in murder of homeless advocate

TOPEKA (AP) — A Shawnee
County jury took a little more than
four hours Monday before convict-
ing a woman of first-degree murder
and kidnapping in the death this
summer of homeless advocate
David Owen.

Kimberly Sharp, 27, sobbed at
District Judge Thomas Conklin
read the verdicts. Sentencing is
scheduled for Feb. 2.

Owen’s family showed little
emotion after the verdicts were
read, and Darrell Owen, the vic-
tim’s father, said family members
wouldn’t have a statement, noting
they still have two more trials to go
through.

Sharp’s defense attorney, Wen-
dell Betts, said he would appeal the
verdicts.

On July 2, investigators found
David Owen’s badly decomposed
body in tall grass along the north

Insurance costs
rising five times

faster than wages

TOPEKA (AP) — Health insur-
ance costs are increasing nearly five
times faster than wages in Kansas,
burdening families and employers
who provide their coverage, a na-
tional advocacy group said Mon-
day.

The report from the Washington-
based Families USA came only
three weeks before the 2007 Legis-
lature was scheduled to convene.
Gov. Kathleen Sebelius, fresh off
winning a second term, already has
said health care is among her big-
gest issues.

“Health care costs are absorbing
an ever-larger portion of family
budgets, and it is clear why many
Kansas families feel worse off eco-
nomically than they did six years
ago,” the report said. “For many, the
growing costs are hindering their
ability to pay for other necessities
— and reducing their standard of
living.” The group, which repre-
sents health care consumers, began
releasing reports in October, docu-
menting how insurance costs are
outpacing wages, state by state.

Bhe said in a written statement,
she hopes the Families USA report
will inspire legislative action.

bank of the Kansas River. Authori-
ties during the trial said they be-
lieved he died around June 15.

Prosecutors charged four people,
including Sharp, with first-degree
murder.

John Ray Cornell, 35, pleaded
guilty on Oct.6 to alesser charge of
reckless involuntary manslaughter
and acharge of kidnapping. He will
be sentenced Feb. 9.

Carl Baker, 60, will go to trial on
Jan. 8; Charles L. Hollingsworth III,
18, will go to trial on Jan. 22.

Deputy District Attorney David
Debenham said Sharp could face up
to life in prison and be eligible for
parole in 20 years.

During the trial, witnesses testi-
fied that Sharp didn’t personally
help tie up Owen, drag him to the
edge of theriver and leave him to die
in the extreme June heat.

There was also conflicting testi-
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mony about when she actually
found out Owen died.

But Debenham, in his closing
statements, told jurors Sharp knew
a crime was being committed and
did nothing to stop it, which would
make her as responsible as the oth-
ers.

“When you have a basketball
team, every member of the team
gets credit forawin,” he said. “This
was a team effort.”

Defense attorney Stacey
Donovan said Owen would have
died that night regardless of
whether Sharp had been there.

“She was not a member of any

team,” Donovan said.

She alsorepeated testimony from
Cornell, who was with Sharp when
Hollingsworth and Baker allegedly
tied up Owen and carried him out of
sight to the river.

“He said over and over again,
‘We didn’t know,”” Donovan said.

Sharp testified that she was told
weeks after the incident that the
men had released Owen the next
day and he was fine.

But Cornell also testified that
Sharp asked Hollingsworth about
Owen soon after they returned from
the river and was told that he was
probably dead.
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BUSINESS

DIRECTORY

To have your ad placed in the Business Directory call Joe, Crystal or Jasmine today at 462-3963.

CHAROLETTE’S WEB

G 1 hour, 45 min.
Friday 7:00 & 9:00
Saturday 4:00 & 7:00 & 9:00
Sunday 4:00 & 7:00
Monday - Thursday 7:00

4:00 Matinees
Admission $4.00 Ages 3 & up

Collyy Clhneima
460-9600 - colbycinema.com

WINNER OF 2 MOVIE PASSES:
JAMES MALONE

(Pickup pass at the Colby Free
Press. Pass expires in 7 days)

Routine screening and prompt
treatment can reduce deaths from
breast and cervical cancer.

call to see if you qualify for a free screening

early

detection
620-275-5302

www.preventionworkskansas.com

Cattlemans
Choice
Loomix

just printed to
GSN

For Sale
By Sealed Bid

Tract #1:

Tract #2:

SW/4 25-4-27, Decatur County

W/2 W/2 36-5-27, Decatur County

Seller: Dena Gillespie Estate

The Seller reserves the right to accept or reject any or all
bids. Bids should be submitted in a sealed envelope, one
for each tract. The envelope should be marked
“LAND BID” on the outside of the envelope. Bids are
to be received not later than January 10, 2007 at
Box 296, Oberlin, Kansas 67749

Northwest Kansas Technical College is seeking comments
from the public about the college in preparation for its
accreditation evaluation by its regional accrediting agency.
The college will host an evaluation team, representing The
Higher Learning Commission of the North Central
Association of Colleges and Schools, on its campus on
February 12-14,2007. This team will review the institution’s
ability to meet the Commission’s Criteria for Accreditation.
The publicisinvited to submit comments regarding the college

to:

Public Comment on Northwest Kansas Technical College

The Higher Learning Commission
30 North LaSalle Street, Suite 2400
Chicago IL 60602-2504

Comments must address substantive matters related to the
quality of the institution or its academic programs. Comments
must bein writing and signed, and include the name, address
and telephone numbers of the person providing the
comments. The Commission cannot guarantee thatcomments
received after the due date will be considered. Comments will
notbetreated as confidential. Allcomments mustbe received

by January 12, 2007.

Lunch Specials

Buy 3 lunches and get
one appitizer FREE!

Dinner Specials

Buy 3 dinners and get
one dinner FREE!

( EVERY SUNDAY...BUFFET 11-2 )

DINE-IN, CARRY OUT &

HONG

1745 W. 4th, Colby,

DELIVERY AVAILABLE!!

KONG

KS ~ 785-462-7722

has been serving
NW Kansas for 100 years.

Stop in and experience the friendly
service and excellent insurance
products we have to offer.

490 N. Franklin  462-3939 ;e(”""ﬂ Jourrarance oo
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INSURANCE AGENCY

Jim McLaughlin/Agent

NEW SYSTEM

PROFESSIONAL WINDOW CLEANING

785-462-6995

www.MyWindowCleaner.net

Chris and Beth Lewon
650 N Grant
We do windows! - Free Estimates

David L. Browne llI
550 N Franklin Ave

FARM BUREAU FINANCIAL SERVICES

Complete Professional Window Cleaning
at Affordable Prices ~
Serving Colby since 1992!

3

Colby
(785) 462-3388

Auto Home Life Annuities College Retirement

Farm Bureau Life Insurance Company'/West Des Moines, IA. Farm Bureau Mutual Insurance Company'/West Des Moines, IA.
*Companies of Farm Bureau Financial Services © 2005 FBL Financial Group, Inc. 419

www.fbfs.com

FAMILY DENTAL

ES
2% CARE
- - The Latest Technology and Most
Opgv® Complete Care Available!

* Root Canals - Orthodontics
 Implants - Wisdom Tooth Surgery

New Patients Welcome
No Referral Necessary ~ Financing Avail.

1690 W. 4th St., Colby ~ 785-460-3999
Toll Free: 1-866-305-3999

Come see us
at our new

location!  LIFE SUPPORT FOR TECHNOLOGY

1055 Taylor Ave, Colby

785-460-3700

www.ntronic.net
info@ntronic.net

Now Open:

4:00 - 9:00 Fri- Sat.

Same great pizza,
calzone, pasta.

"Go the Extra Mile"

4:00 - 8:00, Tues - Thurs.

DINE IN, CARRY OUT OR DELIVERY!!

“You're Gouxa
Love It!"

1100 W. 4th, Colby -

785-462-9977

ROOFMASTERS

Your Local Roofing Contractor
425 East Hill, Colby, KS

Licensed - Bonded - Insured
1-800-536-6642 COMMERCIAL

Rubber Single PI
1-785-462-6642  \yrrsxm o)
Wood Shingles

White TPO Single Ply
Metal Roofs FREE ESTIMATES

Built Up Systems
Elastomeric Rubber Coating For Metal Roofs

RESIDENTIAL
Tamko Shingles
GAF Shingles

Modified Systems

|
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930 S. Range
\Colby, Kansas 67701

V EPhone: 785-460-0828

M-F: 8-5:50;

Sat: 8-4:30

Fax: 785-460-0829
Cell: 785-443-1082)

» Tree Removal & Trimming - Full Insured - Careful & Prompt
Service - Late Model Bucket Truck - Free Estimates!

Your One Stop Remodeling Shop!
e Kitchen Cabinets ¢ Vanities ¢ Sinks
¢ Faucets ¢ Countertops & Much More
* Design & Installation Service
NEW HOURS - M-W-F 10am - 5:30 pm
Saturday Appointments Welcome!
785-460-1100 - Southwind Plaza - Colby, Kansas

Kitchen
& Bath
SHOWROOM

Sales & Service Since 1984

SEBO essential © - Series

*Hospital Grade Hepa Filtration
System *Made in Germany!
e Lifetime warranty on Belts

Pure o R

Pearformance s E Bo
N2
Durable,

Versatile,
and Powerful.

Colby
Sew & Vac

Sales ¢ Service

Southwind Plaza
785-460-1900

Hours: 9 a.m.-5:30 p.m.
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155 W. 4th, Colby, KS 67701 :'%>'w/", CALL IN OR FAX YOUR INTERNET
Phone: 785.462.6999 R T o QUOTES AND OTHER ADS!
Fax: 785-460-0852 4 - 2 WE CAN BOOK THEM FOR YOU
Toll Free: 1.888.690.7077 N, | 2 WITH LOCAL, CARING SERVICE!!
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TSI TR IV MW Round Trip Travel
LAS VEGAS Air&Hotel | $250 | 4|
DISNEY WORLD  Park Passes, Air & Hotel | $505 3: BOOK HOLIDAY
MEXICO Air & Hotel | s$soo b3 TRAVEL NOW!
CARIBBEAN CRUISE Cruise & Air | $1.060 | 5!
ALASKAN CRUISE CYRSYVRRINT RN BN Call for Bus Tours Schedules.
HAWAII Air&Hotel i $740 3! . -
LONDON, ENGLAND Air&Hotel | $700 | 3! Allspecials may be for specific dates
AMTRAK EXPLORE AMERICA 3P s{g{&g iMax 45 and are subject to availability
(2 it

Murray Roofing & Construction

Residential & Commercial
Residential roofs (785) 462-6908
Flat & Low-Sloped Roofs
Metal Retro-Fit

Energy Efficient Roofing Solutions

Free EsTiMATES

Jeff Dreiling - Sales
(785) 443-0819

Vinyl & Steel Siding
Decks & Patios

Wood & Vinyl Fencing
Soffit & Fascia

Free EsTIMATES

Jim Murray - Owner
(785) 443-1339




