
Bridge
Colby Free Press  Wednesday, December 27, 2006   Page 7

Crossword

Beetle Bailey • Mort Walker

Hagar the Horrible • Chris Browne

Blondie • Chic Young

Cryptoquip

Family Circus • Bill Keane

   Luck Is the Name of the Game
Hands that have been misbid sometimes produce

sensational results. For example, consider this deal
from a team-of-four match.

South’s opening notrump bid at the first table was
certainly off the beaten track, since he had two
doubletons, a six-card suit and no true stoppers in
spades or diamonds.

North’s six-club response was optimistic in the
extreme, but in the actual case the club slam would
have succeeded with the aid of a spade finesse —
had South seen fit to pass that response.

But South misinterpreted the six-club bid — it
seemed unlikely to him that partner could have a
genuine club suit. Since he and his partner had
agreed to play transfer bids, he mistakenly decided
that North was asking him to bid the next higher-
ranking suit. Accordingly, he bid six diamonds.

Realizing that South had misunderstood the six-
club bid, North retreated to six notrump. West led a
spade, and declarer had no option but to play low
from dummy. After winning with the queen and
cashing his clubs and hearts, declarer took a second
spade finesse and so brought the slam home for a
score of 1,440 points.

At the second table, South became declarer at
three notrump, rather than six, and West had no
trouble finding the normal lead of his fourth-best
diamond. East-West quickly collected five diamond
tricks, so South went down one for a loss of 100
points.

The moral thus seems to be that it’s easier to make
six notrump than three!

Actions Speak Louder Than Words
  There are times when a defender wants to send

an urgent come-on signal to his partner, but lacks
the necessary cards to do so in the usual fashion. In
that case, he tries to get the message across by tell-
ing his partner what not to do.

Consider this deal where South gets to four spades
and West leads the ten of clubs. If you look at all four
hands, it’s easy to see that the defenders can take four
tricks before declarer can take 10. But this is more
easily said than done. When West sooner or later
gains the lead with his ace of trumps, he will have
to shift to a heart or else South will make the con-
tract.

Unfortunately, East does not have a high heart that
he can afford to discard as trumps are being drawn
to show that he wants the suit led by partner. Never-
theless, if East-West cooperate perfectly, they can
find the winning defense.

  When the deal occurred, declarer tried to muddy
the waters for the defenders by putting up dummy’s
ace of clubs at trick one (on which East played the
three, a discouraging signal). South then led
dummy’s king of spades, hoping to lose the trick at
once to the ace.

But West wanted to see his partner’s discard on
the next trump lead, so he held up the ace. On the
next spade lead, East discarded the diamond deuce,
another negative signal.

East’s two discouraging signals in the minor suits
got the message across to West loud and clear. East
did not appear to have the king of clubs, nor was he
interested in a diamond lead. Only one hope re-
mained — hearts. Accordingly, West took the spade
ace at trick three and shifted to the eight of hearts,
and East quickly collected three heart tricks to put
the contract down one.

Crytopquip answer Saturday, 12/23

Crossword puzzle Saturday, 12/23

Sally Forth • Greg Howard

Zits • Jim Borgman & Jerry Scott

Sally Forth • Greg Howard

Baby Blues • Rick Kirkman & Jerry Scott

Mother Goose and Grimm • Mike Peters


