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America’s 38th President Gerald

RANCHO MIRAGE, Calif.
(AP) — Former President GeraldR.
Ford, who declared “Our long na-
tional nightmare is over” as he re-
placed Richard Nixon but may have
doomed his own chances of election
by pardoning his disgraced prede-
cessor, has died.

He was 93.

The nation’s 38th president, and
the only one neither elected to the
office nor the vice presidency, died
athis deserthome at 6:45 p.m. Tues-
day.

“His life was filled with love of
God, his family and his country,”
his wife, Betty, said in a statement.

Ford was the longest living
former president, surpassing
Ronald Reagan, who died in June
2004, by more than a month.

Ford’s office did not release the
cause of death, which followed a
year of medical problems. He was
treated for pneumonia in January
and had an angioplasty and pace-
maker implant in August. Funeral
arrangements were to be announced
Wednesday.

“President Ford was a great man
who devoted the best years of his
life in serving the United States,”
President Bush said in a brief state-
ment to the nation this morning.
“He was a true gentleman who re-
flected the best in America’s char-
acter.”

Former President Carter de-
scribed him Wednesday as “one of
the most admirable public servants
and human beings I have ever
known.”

Ford was an accidental president.
A Michigan Republican elected to
Congress 13 times before becoming
the first appointed vice presidentin
1973 after Spiro Agnew left amid
scandal, Ford was Nixon’s hand-
picked successor, a man of much
political experience who had never
run on a national ticket. He was as
open and straightforward as Nixon
was tightly controlled and conspira-
torial.

Ford took office moments after
Nixon resigned in disgrace over
Watergate.

“My fellow Americans,” Ford
said, “our long national nightmare
is over. Our Constitution works.
Our great republic is a government
of laws and not of men. Here the
people rule.”

And, true to his reputation as un-
assuming Jerry, he added: “I am
acutely aware that you have not
elected me as your president by
your ballots. SoIask you to confirm
me with your prayers.”

He revived the debate over
Watergate amonth later by granting
Nixon a pardon for all crimes he
committed as president. That single
act, it was widely believed, contrib-
uted to Ford losing electionto aterm
ofhisownin 1976. Butit won praise
in later years as a courageous act
that allowed the nation to move on.

The Vietnam War ended in defeat
for the U.S. during his presidency
with the fall of SaigoninApril 1975.
In a speech as the end neared, Ford
said: “Today, America can regain

the sense of pride that existed before
Vietnam. But it cannot be achieved
by refighting a war that is finished
as far as America is concerned.”

Evoking Abraham Lincoln, he
said it was time to “look forward to
an agenda for the future, to unify, to
bind up the nation’s wounds.”

Ford was in the White House only
895 days, but changed it more than
it changed him.Even after two
women tried separately to kill him,
his presidency remained open and
plain.Not imperial. Not reclusive.
And, of greatest satisfaction to a
nation numbed by Watergate, not
dishonest.

Even to millions of Americans
who had voted two years earlier for
Nixon, the transition to Ford’s lead-
ership was one of the most wel-
comed in the history of the demo-
cratic process - despite the fact that
it occurred without an election.

After the Watergate ordeal,
Americans liked their new presi-
dent - and first lady Betty, whose
candor charmed the country.In a
long congressional career in which
he rose to be House Republican
leader, Ford lit few fires.

In the words of Congressional
Quarterly, he “built areputation for
being solid, dependable and loyal -
a man more comfortable carrying
out the programs of others than in

Morton
Bldgs
1x7

place
85 %

For Sale
By Sealed Bid

Tract #1:

Tract #2:

SW/4 25-4-27, Decatur County

W/2 W/2 36-5-27, Decatur County

Seller: Dena Gillespie Estate

The Seller reserves the right to accept or reject any or all
bids. Bids should be submitted in a sealed envelope, one
for each tract. The envelope should be marked
“LAND BID” on the outside of the envelope. Bids are
to be received not later than January 10, 2007 at
Box 296, Oberlin, Kansas 67749

Northwest Kansas Technical College is seeking comments
from the public about the college in preparation for its
accreditation evaluation by its regional accrediting agency.
The college will host an evaluation team, representing The
Higher Learning Commission of the North Central
Association of Colleges and Schools, on its campus on
February 12-14,2007. This team will review the institution’s
ability to meet the Commission’s Criteria for Accreditation.
The publicisinvited to submit comments regarding the college

to:

Public Comment on Northwest Kansas Technical College

The Higher Learning Commission
30 North LaSalle Street, Suite 2400
Chicago IL 60602-2504

Comments must address substantive matters related to the
quality of the institution or itsacademic programs. Comments
must bein writing and signed, and include the name, address
and telephone numbers of the person providing the
comments. The Commission cannot guarantee thatcomments
received after the due date will be considered. Comments will
notbetreated as confidential. Allcomments mustbe received

by January 12, 2007.

initiating things on his own.”
When Agnew resigned in a brib-
ery scandal in October 1973, Ford
was one of four finalists to succeed
him: Texan John Connally, New
York’s Nelson Rockefeller and
California’s Ronald Reagan.
“Personal factors enter into such
a decision,” Nixon recalled for a
Ford biographer in 1991. “I knew
all of the final four personally and
had great respect for each one of
them, but I had known Jerry Ford
longer and better than any of the
rest. We had served in Congress to-
gether. I had often campaigned for

him in his district,” Nixon contin-
ued.

But Ford had something the oth-
ers didn’t: he would be easily con-
firmed by Congress, something that
could not be said of Rockefeller,
Reagan and Connally. So Ford be-
came the first vice president ap-
pointed under the 25th amendment
to the Constitution.

On Aug. 9, 1974, after seeing
Nixon off, Ford assumed the office.
The next morning, he still made his
own breakfast and padded to the
front door in his pajamas to get the
newspaper.Said a ranking Demo-

Ford dead at 93

cratic congressman: “Maybe he is
aplodder, but right now the advan-
tages of having a plodder in the
presidency are enormous.”

In 1976, he survived an intraparty
challenge from Ronald Reagan
only to lose to Democrat Jimmy
Carter in November. In the cam-
paign, he ignored Carter’s record as
governor of Georgia and concen-
trated on his own achievements as
president.

Carter won 297 electoral votes to
his 240. After Reagan came back to
defeat Carter in 1980, the two
former presidents became collabo-

rators, working together on joint
projects.

“His life-long dedication to help-
ing others touched the lives of
countless people,” Carter said to-
day. “He frequently rose above poli-
tics by emphasizing the need for bi-
partisanship and seeking common
ground on issues critical to our na-
tion.”

Atajoint session after becoming
president, Ford addressed members
of Congress as “my former col-
leagues” and promised “communi-
cation, conciliation, compromise
and cooperation.”
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To have your ad placed in the Business Directory call Joe, Crystal or Jasmine today at 462-3963.

Lunch Specials

Dinner Specials

Buy 3 lunches and get
one appitizer FREE!

Buy 3 dinners and get
one dinner FREE!

( EVERY SUNDAY...BUFFET 11-2 )

HONG

DINE-IN, CARRY OUT & DELIVERY AVAILABLE!

1745 W. 4th, Colby, KS ~ 785-462-7722

KONG

490 N. Franklin » 462-3939
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Thomas County Insurance
has been serving
NW Kansas for 100 years.

Stop in and experience the friendly
service and excellent insurance
products we have to offer.

Serving Your Insurance Needs

A
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INSURANCE AGENCY

Yesterday,
Today, and

Jim McLaughlin/Agent

NEW SYSTEM

PROFESSIONAL WINDOW CLEANING

785-462-6995

www.MyWindowCleaner.net

Chris and Beth Lewon
650 N Grant
We do windows! - Free Estimates

-

David L. Browne llI
550 N Franklin Ave

FARM BUREAU FINANCIAL SERVICES

Complete Professional Window Cleaning
at Affordable Prices ~
Serving Colby since 1992!

Check out

& our low rates.

Call today for your free, no-obligation quote.

3

Colby
(785) 462-3388

Auto Home Life Annuities College Retirement

Farm Bureau Life Insurance Company'/West Des Moines, IA. Farm Bureau Mutual Insurance Company‘/West Des Moines, |A.
*Companies of Farm Bureau Financial Services © 2005 FBL Financial Group, Inc. 419

www.fbfs.com

New Patients Welcome

FAMILY DENTAL

ES
24  CARE
- . The Latest Technology and Most
Opgv® Complete Care Available!

* Root Canals - Orthodontics
 Implants - Wisdom Tooth Surgery

No Referral Necessary ~ Financing Avail.

1690 W. 4th St., Colby ~ 785-460-3999
Toll Free: 1-866-305-3999

Come seé us
at our new
Jocation!

1055 Taylor Ave, Colby
785-460-3700

LIFE SUPPORT FOR TECHNOLOGY

www.ntronic.net
info@ntronic.net

Now Open:

Same great pizza,
calzone, pasta.

"Go the Extra Mile"

4:00 - 8:00, Tues - Thurs.
4:00 - 9:00 Fri- Sat.

DINE IN, CARRY OUT OR DELIVERY!!

“You're Gouxa
Love It!"

1100 W. 4th, Colby -

785-462-9977

ROOFMASTERS

Your Local Roofing Contractor
425 East Hill, Colby, KS
Licensed - Bonded - Insured

RESIDENTIAL
Tamko Shingles
GAF Shingles
Wood Shingles
Metal Roofs

COMMERCIAL
Rubber Single Ply
White TPO Single Ply
Built Up Systems
Modified Systems

1-800-536-6642
1-785-462-6642

FREE ESTIMATES

Elastomeric Rubber Coating For Metal Roofs
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930 S. Range
\Colby, Kansas 67701

v EPhone: 785-460-0828

M-F: 8-5:50;

Sat: 8-4:30

Fax: 785-460-0829
Cell: 785-443-1082J

» Tree Removal & Trimming - Full Insured - Careful & Prompt
Service - Late Model Bucket Truck - Free Estimates!

Your One Stop Remodeling Shop!
e Kitchen Cabinets ¢ Vanities ® Sinks
¢ Faucets  Countertops & Much More
® Design & Installation Service
NEW HOURS - M-W-F 10am - 5:30 pm
Saturday Appointments Welcome!
785-460-1100 - Southwind Plaza - Colby, Kansas

Kitchen
& Bath
SHOWROOM

Sales & Service Since 1984

Colby
Sew & Vac

SEBO essential © - Series

*Hospital Grade Hepa Filtration

System *Made in Germany!
e Lifetime warranty on Belts

Sales ¢ Service

Southwind Plaza
785-460-1900

Hours: 9 a.m.-5:30 p.m.
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Durable,

Versatile,
and Powerful.
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155 W. 4th, Colby, KS 67701 P4 >’W}n CALL IN OR FAX YOUR INTERNET
Phone: 785.462.6999 RN T o QUOTES AND OTHER ADS!
Fax: 785-460-0852 4 - 2 WE CAN BOOK THEM FOR YOU
Toll Free: 1.888.690.7077 A ,’ ol WITH LOCAL, CARING SERVICE!!
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VACATION SPECIALS gon Vovions MU I RMIEVL]
LAS VEGAS Air&Hotel | $250 | 4|
DISNEY WORLD  Park Passes, Air & Hotel | $505 3: BOOK HOLIDAY
MEXICO Air & Hotel | s$soo b3 TRAVEL NOW!
CARIBBEAN CRUISE Cruise &Air | $1.060 | 5!
ALASKAN CRUISE CYRSYVRRINT RN BN Call for Bus Tours Schedules.
HAWAII Air&Hotel i $740 3! . -
LONDON, ENGLAND Air&Hotel | $700 | 3! Allspecials may be for specific dates
AMTRAK EXPLORE AMERICA 3P s{g{&g iMax 45 and are subject to availability
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Residential roofs

Flat & Low-Sloped Roofs
Metal Retro-Fit

Energy Efficient Roofing Solutions

Free EsTiMATES

Jeff Dreiling - Sales
(785) 443-0819

Murray Roofing & Construction

Residential & Commercial
(785) 462-6908

Vinyl & Steel Siding
Decks & Patios

Wood & Vinyl Fencing
Soffit & Fascia

Free EsTIMATES

Jim Murray - Owner
(785) 443-1339




