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Bridge

     I remember as though it were yesterday
the first time I played against Sylvia. My in-
troduction had come on the previous deal
when I opened one spade, Sylvia passed, my
partner bid two spades, and Sylvia’s partner
bid three spades.
     This cuebid, announcing a huge hand void
of spades, was not in Sylvia’s repertoire at
that time, and she cheerfully passed, hold-
ing J-x-x-x of spades and little else. Her part-
ner could have made six clubs, but at three
spades he went down four!
      When her spluttering partner asked Sylvia
why she had passed, her reply was to some
extent logical. With both opponents and her
partner bidding spades, she felt her partner
was the one to be trusted. That ended the
brief discussion, her partner having been
struck speechless!
    The next deal, the one shown, revealed
Sylvia’s versatility. West led the A-K-Q of dia-
monds, Sylvia (South) ruffing the third round
as I discarded a spade from the East hand.
     After leading a low heart to the nine, Sylvia
ruffed another diamond and led a low club to
the queen. I took the ace and returned a club.
Sylvia cashed the K-J, then played the K-Q
of hearts, overtaking with dummy’s ace.
     At this point, dummy had the jack of hearts
and Q-9 of spades, I had the K-J of spades
and ten of clubs, and Sylvia had the A-7 of
spades and eight of clubs.
     Sylvia cashed the jack of hearts, and I was
in deep trouble. If I discarded a spade, she
could discard a club and make two spade
tricks. Instead, I let go of the club, and she
discarded a spade. She then took the last two
tricks with the spade ace and eight of clubs.
     In effect, Sylvia had executed a dummy
reversal followed by a squeeze! However, she
could never understand why I discarded the
high club!

   Tomorrow: Bidding quiz.
   (c)2006 King Features Syndicate
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This is a logic-based
number placement puz-
zle. The goal is to enter
a number, 1-9, in each
cell in which each row,
column and 3x3 region
must contain only one
instance of each nu-
meral. The solution to
today’s Sudoku puzzle
is right.
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Conceptis Sudoku by Dave Green

Difficulty Level 12/29
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