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Kansas State makes
big news in 2006

KANSAS CITY, Mo. (AP) —
Firing Kansas State basketball
coach Jim Wooldridge hardly
caused a stir.

What came next created a na-
tional buzz and sent Kansas State
fans stampeding in droves to the
season ticket window. Athletic di-
rector Tim Weiser, fearful of neither
conflict nor moral condemnation,
made the most controversial hire in
college sports since Texas Techres-
urrected the career of Indiana cast-
off Bob Knight.

Into Manhattan on March 23,
decked out in a purple tie and pro-
fessing, “I don’t think I’'m a bad
guy,” came Bob Huggins.

Nothing else that happened on
the Kansas sports scene in 2006
made bigger headlines around the
state or across the nation.

Official school publications and
the video board in Bramlage Coli-
seum now proclaim, “Welcome to
Huggieville.”

With 567 victories, a career win-
ning percentage of .740 and 14
straight trips to the NCAA tourna-
ment, Huggins, 53, brought instant
credibility.

But critics say he also brought
some heavy baggage. His reputa-
tion at Cincinnati, which fired him
the year before, included tales of
ridiculously low graduation rates
and players in trouble with the law.

Nevertheless, Kansas State fans
voted their approval in the most af-
firmative way possible. Season
ticket sales have soared from 6,500
last year to a Bramlage record
13,000.

While out of coaching for a year,
Huggins did not just play golf and
fish. Free of NCAA restrictions,
Huggins recruited. He knew he
would be coaching somewhere this
season. He just wasn’t sure where.

Now already joining himin Man-
hattan have been 7-3 freshman Ja-
son Bennett and 6-6 high school
superstar Bill Walker. Even more
big names are committed for next
fall.

When the brilliantly gifted
Walker made his graceful debut in
Bramlage Coliseum earlier this
month, fans beheld the tallest
player, the most highly sought
freshman and the most nationally
prominent coach in the history of
the school.

Everywhere were signs of high
times in Huggieville.

Big news was also made at
Wichita State. The Shockers en-
joyed along run in the NCA A tour-
nament in March, outdoing both
Kansas and Kansas State. Then they
rose quickly to the top 10 after
coach Mark Turgeon got a contract
extension.

In football, too, 06 was abig year
for the Wildcats. Bill Snyder’s re-
placement may have been only in
his mid-30s and merely the offen-
sive coordinator at Virginia. But
Ron Prince’s first year was an un-
qualified success.

Witha7-5record and aneye-pop-
ping victory over defending na-
tional champion Texas, the Wild-
cats qualified for the Texas Bowl,
where they were to meet No. 16
Rutgers on Thursday night. And the
basketball team is not the only out-
fit on campus with exciting fresh-
men.

Of the 64 bowl teams, only Kan-
sas State figured to start a freshman
quarterback and a freshman as its
leading rusher.

Josh Freeman, who led a dra-
matic come-from-behind win over
Oklahoma State in his first start on
Oct. 7, emerged as a star-in-the-
making when he passed for 1,651
yards and six touchdowns in the
regular season.

At Kansas, it was a year of both
good and bad. Bill Self’s Jayhawks
went out in the first round of the
NCAA tournament for the second
season in a row. But another out-
standing recruiting class, which in-
cluded Darrell Arthur, one of the
most heralded freshmen in the na-
tion, helped boost Kansas to a pre-
season No. 3 ranking and a victory
in Las Vegas in a preseason tourna-
ment over defending national
champion Florida.

Self and his football counterpart,
Mark Mangino, also got hefty pay
hikes. Jon Cornish led the Big 12
with a school-record 1,457 yards
rushing, but the football team fin-
ished adisappointing 6-6 and failed
to get a bowl bid.

The Jayhawks were also hit with
sanctions by the NCAA, which
cited lack of institutional control.
The probation period will run to
2009 and included recruiting and
scholarships restrictions in both
football and basketball.

Thoughhe would go onto win the
Nextel Cup title, Jimmie Johnson
left Kansas Speedway in October
upsetby apenalty thatled to a 14th-
place finish in the Banquet 400.
Tony Stewart, who wasn’t in Cup
contention, stayed on the track and
ran out of fuel on the lastlap — but
still coasted to a victory.

Other notable sports stories in
Kansas included the Kansas State
women winning the NIT title,
Johnson County voters rejecting a
soccer bond issue, throwing acrimp
into the Wizards’ plans to move to
Kansas, and Fort Hays State bolting
the Rocky Mountain Athletic Con-
ference for the Mid-America Inter-
collegiate Athletic Association.

From Florida to Phoenix,
Rutger fans ready

TRENTON, N.J. (AP)
Rutgers alumni who suffered
through years of lackluster football
while they were in college are now
scattered across the country. But,
on Thursday, die-hard Scarlet
Knights boosters plan to reunite in
restaurants and bars from Phoenix
to Florida to cheer on their alma
mater in the Texas Bowl.

Dawn Yamanouchi, a 1997
graduate and leader of the Rutgers
Club of Arizona, said she was a
Scarlet Knights fan even when
“there wasn’t a whole lot to fol-
low.”

“Some of the older folks gradu-
ated 40 or 50 years ago, so they’ve
had decades of losing seasons,”
said Yamanouchi, 36, a human re-
sources manager who expects 15
people ather gathering in Phoenix.
“Now they’re just so excited that
we have a program that’s win-
ning.”

With Rutgers enjoying its best
season ever — including a No. 7
ranking — Yamanouchi said

people no longer ask her where
Rutgers University is when she’s
wearing her old college T-shirts.

“I’m just thrilled because I've
always loved Rutgers,” she said,
pausing to call out Rutgers cheers
and sing parts of the school’s fight
song. “I love that people can rec-
ognize that you can’t just beat up
on us anymore.”

Like many of the other alumni
clubs around the country, the Ari-
zona group even has a few mem-
bers attending the game in Hous-
ton, for which Rutgers sold 9,000
tickets.

One, 1961 graduate Bob
Campel, also attended the
school’s previous bowl games in
2005 and 1978. He planned to at-
tend a Rutgers peprally and a pre-
game tailgate party that is sold
out.

LouKoczela, who graduated in
1961 and is organizing a bowl-
watching party for the Rutgers
Club of San Diego, said he feels
the school has “finally risen.”
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Court rules feds can have steroid test data

SAN FRANCISCO (AP) —
With Barry Bonds still in their
sights, federal investigators prob-
ing steroids in sports can now use
the names and urine samples of
about 100 Major League Baseball
players who tested positive for
performance enhancing drugs,
following a ruling Wednesday
from a federal appeals court.

The 2-1 decision by the 9th U.S.
Circuit Court of Appeals over-
turned three lower court decisions
and could help authorities pinpoint
the source of steroids in baseball. It
could also bolster the perjury case
against the star outfielder, who is
under investigation for telling a
grand jury he neverknowingly used
performance-enhancing drugs.

Investigators seized computer
files containing the test results in
2004 during raids of labs involved
in MLB’s testing program. The
samples were collected at
baseball’s direction the previous
year as part of a survey to gauge the
prevalence of steroid use.

Players and owners agreed in
their labor contract that the results

would be confidential, and each
player was assigned acode num-
ber to be matched with his
name.

Quest Diagnostics of
Teterboro, N.J., one of the larg-
est drug-testing firms in the na-
tion, analyzed more than 1,400
urine samples from players that
season.

BUSINESS

DIRECTORY

To have your ad placed in the Business Directory call Joe, Crystal or Jasmine today at 462-3963.

Lunch Specials

Buy 3 lunches and get Buy 3 dinners and get
one appitizer FREE! one dinner FREE!

( EVERY SUNDAY...BUFFET 11-2 )

DINE-IN, CARRY OUT & DELIVERY AVAILABLE!

HONG KONG

1745 W. 4th, Colby, KS ~ 785-462-7722

Dinner Specials

490 N. Franklin » 462-3939

TH AS

(22 22%

Thomas County Insurance
has been serving
NW Kansas for 100 years.

Stop in and experience the friendly
service and excellent insurance
products we have to offer.

Serving Your Insurance Needs

/7:.'-;"'-'0 Tomorrow

INSURANCE AGENCY

Yesterday,
Today, and

A

Jim McLaughlin/Agent

NEW SYSTEM
PROFESSIONAL WINDOW CLEANING

785-462-6995

www.MyWindowCleaner.net

Complete Professional Window Cleaning
at Affordable Prices ~
Serving Colby since 1992!

Chris and Beth Lewon
650 N Grant
We do windows! - Free Estimates

Check out

-

& our low rates.

Call today for your free, no-obligation quote.

"-®
FARM BUREAU FINANCIAL SERVICES

Auto Home Life Annuities College Retirement
www.fbfs.com

David L. Browne llI
550 N Franklin Ave
Colby

(785) 462-3388

Farm Bureau Life Insurance Company'/West Des Moines, IA. Farm Bureau Mutual Insurance Company‘/West Des Moines, |A.
*Companies of Farm Bureau Financial Services © 2005 FBL Financial Group, Inc. 419
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New Patients Welcome

FAMILY DENTAL

ES
24  CARE
- . The Latest Technology and Most

Complete Care Available!

* Root Canals - Orthodontics
 Implants - Wisdom Tooth Surgery

No Referral Necessary ~ Financing Avail.

1690 W. 4th St., Colby ~ 785-4

Toll Free: 1-866-305-3999

60-3999

Come seé us
at our new
Jocation!

1055 Taylor Ave, Colby
785-460-3700

LIFE SUPPORT FOR TECHNOLOGY

www.ntronic.net
info@ntronic.net

"Go the Extra Mile"

Now Open:
4:00 - 8:00, Tues - Thurs.
4:00 - 9:00 Fri- Sat.
Same great pizza,
calzone, pasta.
DINE IN, CARRY OUT OR DELIVERY!!
1100 W. 4th, Colby - 785-462-9977

“You're Gouxa
Love It!"

ROOFMASTERS

Your Local Roofing Contractor

425 East H

ill, Colby, KS

Licensed - Bonded - Insured

RESIDENTIAL
Tamko Shingles
GAF Shingles
Wood Shingles
Metal Roofs

COMMERCIAL
Rubber Single Ply
White TPO Single Ply
Built Up Systems
Modified Systems

1-800-536-6642
1-785-462-6642

FREE ESTIMATES

Elastomeric Rubber Coating For Metal Roofs
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Hours:
M-F: 8-5:50;

9 NARN
Phone: 785-460-0828

930 S. Range Fax: 785-460-0829
Cell: 785-443-1082J

» Tree Removal & Trimming - Full Insured - Careful & Prompt
Service - Late Model Bucket Truck - Free Estimates!

Kitchen
& Bath
SHOWROOM

Sales & Service Since 1984

Your One Stop Remodeling Shop!
e Kitchen Cabinets ¢ Vanities ® Sinks
¢ Faucets  Countertops & Much More
® Design & Installation Service
NEW HOURS - M-W-F 10am - 5:30 pm
Saturday Appointments Welcome!
785-460-1100 - Southwind Plaza - Colby, Kansas

Colby
Sew & Vac

SEBO essential © - Series

*Hospital Grade Hepa Filtration

System *Made in Germany!
e Lifetime warranty on Belts

Sales ¢ Service

Southwind Plaza
785-460-1900

Hours: 9 a.m.-5:30 p.m.
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Durable,

Versatile,
and Powerful.
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155 W. 4th, Colby, KS 67701 P4 >’W}n CALL IN OR FAX YOUR INTERNET
Phone: 785.462.6999 RN T o QUOTES AND OTHER ADS!
Fax: 785-460-0852 4 - 2 WE CAN BOOK THEM FOR YOU
Toll Free: 1.888.690.7077 A ,’ ol WITH LOCAL, CARING SERVICE!!
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VACATION SPECIALS gon Vovions MU I RMIEVL]
LAS VEGAS Air&Hotel | $250 | 4|
DISNEY WORLD  Park Passes, Air & Hotel |~ $505 3 BOOK HOLIDAY
MEXICO Air & Hotel | s$soo b3 TRAVEL NOW!
CARIBBEAN CRUISE Cruise &Air | $1.060 | 5!
ALASKAN CRUISE CYRSYVRRINT RN BN Call for Bus Tours Schedules.
HAWAII Air&Hotel i $740 3! . -
LONDON, ENGLAND Air&Hotel | $700 | 3! Allspecials may be for specific dates
AMTRAK EXPLORE AMERICA i $359 iMax 45! and are subject to availability
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Residential roofs

Flat & Low-Sloped Roofs
Metal Retro-Fit

Energy Efficient Roofing Solutions

Free EsTiMATES

Jeff Dreiling - Sales
(785) 443-0819

Murray Roofing & Construction

Residential & Commercial
(785) 462-6908

Vinyl & Steel Siding
Decks & Patios

Wood & Vinyl Fencing
Soffit & Fascia

Free EsTIMATES

Jim Murray - Owner
(785) 443-1339




