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Sally Forth ® Greg Howard
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Crossword
ACROSS 37 Feedbag 57 “— not 10 Sapporo
1 That girl bit choose to sash
4 Trench 38 Mimicked run” 11 Place to
7 Norma 39 Dr. 58 Caviar, fly down
Rae’s Jekyll's essentially to
concern workplace 17 Unaltered
12 Gear 41 Luau DOWN 21 Garden
projection entertain- 1 Reporter’s pest
13 “The ment coup 23 Squalor
Name of 45 Intaglio 2 Beautiful 24 Expert
the Rose” opposite maiden 25 Groove
author 47 Frenzied 3 Heron’s on
14 Excuse 48 1987 cousin 26 Pigpen
15 “— Town” Woody 4 Nerd-pack 28 A billion
16 1990s Allen contents years
sitcom movie 5 Summer- 30 Meadow
set at 52 Support time 31 Biz deg.
WNYX system? quaff 32 High peak
18 Tramcar 53 Captain’s 6 Post- 33 Prompt
load “Halt!” shower 36 Pleased
19 Filet 54 Aviv wrap 37 Followed
mignon, preceder 7 Songbird orders
e.g. 55 Early 8 Carte 40 Ritzy
20 Pocket bird? lead-in fiddle
bread 56 Whom to 9 Auction 42 Yellowish
22 Shade cherchez action brown
03 pcr;\ggser Solution time: 25 mins. 43 ;/I?):lzly
27 Shell éﬁilféﬂi SHEIe! 44 Saw
game B[Aa[p][B[L[o[o]Djo[L[1]o] 45 Pigeon
need -A | S|A P|IL|E|R Coop
29 Draw IER iF 46 Nobel
AlL]P 0] E|G[A[S . .
out oTAlL NTE Prize city
31 Virile, plus [A[R[E N[E| 48 Her
34 Song of d D|DIE|R Majesty’s
sorrow ? 8 Z) - g E fliers
35 Laun- T A el 49 “Hail”
derer’s LIE[E[SIMS[A[F EIH i [p] 50 Weir
chemical Yesterday’s answer 1229 51 Doctrine
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Hagar the Horrible ® Chris Browne
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WHATS THE \ ACTUALLY, SIR, /'S SEVEN-
SOUP OF | TIRTY AT NIGHT, =3 K@/

LR SOUP AS THE
NSO OF TE NEHT

Blondie ® Chic Young
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THIS IS WHAT [ EXPECT OUR
SALES MARGIN TO BE LIKE
IN THE COMING YEAR

AND, BY THE WAV...
Q\PW NEW VEAR!

www.Blondie.com

SARGE, HOW WOULD
YOU LIKE TO SETTLE
DOWN AND GET
MARRIED?
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HEY! BATTING 500
ISN'T BAD/

BUT YOU'RE NOT
MARRIED
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Cryptoquip
CMD QONQXBL MAXBDL

ENKLDH CAAB K MZC

GZHDXCNL CA CMD UAQCM,

UKBZOI MZU EQXB-CAACMDG.

Yesterday’s Cryptoquip: TO FASHION A
BEAUTIFUL KEEPSAKE NECKLACE, I SUPPOSE
[T HELPS TO BE A LOCKET SCIENTIST,

Today’s Cryptoquip Clue: A equals O

and Grimm ® 1Mike Peters

OP ECZ'QD VIQDVVOGF

CXDQ MIOAI FOPJ

FOXD Y KDQVCG, O MCZWT

AYWW ECZ KQDVDGJ-IDGVD.
Yesterday’s Cryptoquip: THE UNLUCKY

HOCKEY PLAYER TOOK A HIT DIRECTLY TO

THE MOUTH, MAKING HIM PUCK-TOOTHED.

Today’s Cryptoquip Clue: Q equals R
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ACROSS 35 Fore- DOWN 19 Do as
1 U.K. ref. runner to 1 Diamond you're
bk. “txt msg”? Head told
4 Shake- 36 Oft-tat- site 20 Director’s
speare, tooed word 2 Verve call
for one 37 Japanese 3 Frisbee 23 Roscoe
8 Touch pond carp 4 Val 24 Carnival
12 Will Smith 38 Unable Kilmer city
biopic to be role 25 Blunder
13 Sheltered reached 5 Hebrew 26 Annoy
14 Ironside 45 ltaly’s letter 27 As well
portrayer silhouette 6 Authentic 28 Ashy
15 Owns 46 History 7 “Lakmé” 29 Flamenco
16 Blue chapters com- cheer
hue 47 Triumphed poser 31 Talks on
17 Therefore 48 Busy with 8 Off and on
18 Simple 49 Carry on to the 32 Stylish
21 “Hum- 50 Slithery side of a 34 Lap dog,
bug!” swimmer ship for short
22 Tramp 51 Prognos- 9 Reynolds 35 Having
23 Verdant ticator or Bach- easy
26 Erstwhile 52 Coaster arach compo-
warrior 53 Use a 10 Desire sure
27 Seesaw paper 11 Stomped 36 Engine
quorum towel (on) 37 Jack
30 Ethereal  golution time: 27 mins. 38 Wading
31 “Of bird
course” 39 Zilch
32 Brat’s 40 —
stocking d’lvoire
stuffer? 41 Caspian
33 Ander- feeder
son’s 42 Dumb-
“High founded
- 43 Active
34 Peace, to one
Plautus 44 Unrivaled
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Family Circus e Bill Keane

Bidding Quiz

You are the dealer, both sides vulnerable, and
have opened One Heart. Partner has responded One
Spade. What would you now bid with each of the
following five hands?

1.[SJAK75 [H] AQJ83 [D] 62 [C] A4

2.[S]195[H] AJ842 [D] KQ5 [C]KI7

3.[S]192 [H] KQ984 [D] AJ [C] KQ97

4.[S]843 [H] AKJ962 [D] K7 [C] A5

5.[S1J6 [H] KQ853 [D]AKJ [CTAQ3

% sk sk

1. Four spades. A game contract must be reached
once partner responds with one spade. Only an
avowed pessimist would think that the combined
hands might not provide a satisfactory play for
game.

Whether the basis for this evaluationis point count
— youhave 18 high-card points plus two doubletons
— or simply that it would be extremely unlikely to
lose four tricks, a game must be undertaken.

A raise to three spades would be wrong, as this
would not compel partner to bid again, but would
merely invite him to go on.

2. One notrump. This rebid identifies a balanced
hand of the minimum class, which is exactly what
you have. It would be wrong to rebid your hearts
with such a weak suit.

3. Two clubs. Hands with 5-4-2-2 distribution
usually play better in a suit, so you should show your
second suitrather than rebid one notrump. Although
the two-club bid is by no means forcing, and might
even be made on a minimum hand, it can be based
on more than a minimum and is therefore to be pre-
ferred to one notrump, whichis alimited rebid. This
hand should not be treated as though it were a weak
opening bid.

4. Three hearts. Your additional values above a
minimum opening can be shownby jumpingto three
hearts, indicating 16 to 18 points. Partner is not re-
quired to bid again and may pass with six or seven
points.

Itisimportant torecognize that this 15-high-card-
point hand is worth substantially more because of
thelength and strength of the heart suit and because
partner’s spade response helps cover your weakest
suit. But it is not worth more than a three-heart bid
because game is not likely to be made if partner’s
hand is so weak that he passes.

5. Three notrump. You should assume that part-
ner has atleast six points for his one-spade response.
Since this brings the combined point count to at least
26, a game contract must be undertaken. The only
questionis how besttotell partner about the size and
shape of your hand.

The jump-rebid to three notrump fills the bill
perfectly. Itindicates balanced distribution, approxi-
mately 20 points and strength in the unbid suits. It
lays the foundation for a slamif partner has the type
ofhand that could produce a slam opposite this one.

North dealer.
Both sides vulnerable.

NORTH
® Q1063
¥YQJ143
*K 7
*dAQS
WEST EAST
@®» 72 o»
¥1095 YAKS8762
€®JoO43 ® Q652
*dJ 876 K 103
SOUTH
dDAKIOE854
L
® A 108
0 42
The bidding:
North East South West
1 1 v 1 e Pass
2N Pass 6 B
Opening lead — ten of hearts.

Think First, Play Later

The importance of planning the play is well-illus-
trated in this deal, where South failed to justify his
leap to six spades by not finding the way to make
the contract.

Westled the ten of hearts, covered by the jack and
king and ruffed by South. Declarer then drew trumps
andled aclub to the queen, losing to the king. There
was now no way to avoid losing another club, and
South finished down one.

Declarer could have made the slam had he given
more thought at the outset to finding a way to avoid
staking his chances solely on the club finesse. He
knew from both the bidding and opening lead that
East had the A-K of hearts, and could have capital-
ized on this knowledge to assure the contract.

The simplest approach is to refrain from cover-
ing the ten of hearts with the jack at trick one. After
Eastalsofollows low, Southruffs, draws two rounds
of trumps, cashes the K-A of diamonds and ruffs the
ten of diamonds in dummy.

The stage is now set for the decisive play. Declarer
leads the queen of hearts from dummy’s Q-J-4 and,
after East covers with the king, discards the club
deuce!

This places East in a hopeless position. If he re-
turns the ace or alow heart, dummy’s jack becomes
atrick on which South can dispose of his other club
loser. A club return from East into dummy’s A-Q is
equally fatal, and so is a diamond return, which al-
lows declarerto discard aclub as he ruffs in dummy.

Many declarers would instinctively cover the ten
of hearts with the jack at trick one and then start
thinking about how to play the hand. But that is not
theright way to play the game. Think first, play later!
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“Could you click on this page and
read me the next page?”
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“Tomorrow night they’ll all sing
Auld Lang Syne! That’s the
New Year’s Eve carol.”




