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Sally Forth ® Greg Howard
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Sally Forth ® Greg Howard
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("THAT NEW GUY SEAN LYNCH CERTAINLY INTELLIGENT, HE’S BEEN WITH US

BUT YOU CAN
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Conceptis Sudoku
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Yesterday’s Cryptoquip: AS THE CLOCKMAKER
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This is a logic-based

number placement puz-
zle. The goal is to enter

a number, 1-9, in each

cell inwhich each row,
column and 3x3 region

must contain only one

instance of each nu-
meral. The solution to

today’s Sudoku puzzle
isright.
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Bridge

South dealer.
North-South vulnerable.
NORTH
MAKBS543
¥o3
¢104
L R
WEST EAST
#J10972 ®6
YKQI107 86542
¢85 0732
$A3 K 64
SOUTH

4Q
YAJ
¢AKQJo6
®QJ1075
The bidding:
South  West  North East
1 ¢ 1 # Dble  Pass
3 Pass 34 Pass
4 & Pass S
Opening lead — king of hearts.

The Striptease Coup

Today’s deal illustrates a rare play some
times called the “striptease coup.”

West leads the king of hearts, and declarer
sees he might lose a heart and two trumps and
go down one in five clubs.

To try to avoid this outcome, South wins the
heart lead with the ace, cashes the queen of
spades, crosses to the ten of diamonds and plays
the ace of spades.

East ruffs with the four to stop declarer from
discarding his heart loser, and South overruffs
with the five.

Declarer cashes the ace of diamonds and con-
tinues with the king, planning to discard
dummy’s heart loser if West follows suit.

But West trumps the third diamond with the
three, and dummy overruffs with the eight as
East follows suit.

Continuing his campaign, declarer plays the
king of spades from dummy, forcing East to ruff
with the six as South overruffs with the seven.

The striptease has now been accomplished.
Both Eastand West have been denuded of their
low trumps, leaving the king and ace as the only
trumps they have left.

Declarer next leads the queen of diamonds,
and West can do no better than ruff with the ace
as dummy’s nine of hearts is discarded.

Sooner or later South ruffs the jack of hearts
indummy, and his only losers turn out to be the
A-K of trumps.

The sequence of plays described here is, of
course, an unusual way of extracting trumps,
but that is hardly a bar to its use.

Any portin a storm!

Tomorrow: Upping the percentages.
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Family Circus « Bil Keane
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“I like 2007 a lot better. | wasn’t too
good at making 6s.”

Crossword
ACROSS 36 D.C. VIP DOWN
1 Diamond 37 Anise- 1 Rem-
Head flavored brandt’s
locale liqueur creations
5 Taxi 38 Boast 2 Met
8 Pub 39 Comic- melody
refresh- strip 3 Emcee
ments squeal 4 Sloppy
12 Press 41 Small 5 Poolroom
agent? combo need
13 Dos 43 Toppled 6 Ninny
Passos 46 Seedy 7 Wild party
trilogy bars 8 Cremona
14 Stick 50 Pelvic craftsman
in the bones 9 Audience
mud 51 Believer member
15 Languid in 10 Pennsyl-
17 Largest of perfection vania
the seven 54 Hit ABC port
18 Pianist- series 11 Burn
composer 55 Sticky somewhat
Erik stuff 16 Romanian
19 Tea Party 56 Differently money
figure 57 Apportion 20 Mideast
21 One-on- 58 Coop qulf
one occupant 22 Birthright
battle 59 Profound barterer
24 Conk out
25 Cheat on  Solution time: 21 mins.
a test M
28 Faction o
30 Thanks- N
giving g
abbr. fe)
33 Mono- S
kini’s E
lack
34 Argonauts’
skipper
35 Cain’s
mother Yesterday’s answer 1-3

23 “Mephisto

Waltz’

4

composer

25 “60

Minutes”

home

26 Raw rock

27 “Meet
Press

the

participant
29 Entrance

31 Eggs
32 What

couch

potatoes

do

34 Mono-

logue

compo-

nent

38 Prepared
lobster
40 Cheer

up
42 Mrs.

McKinley
43 Movie
44 Lotion

additive
45 Almost

here

47 Contempt-

ible
48 Being

, to

Brutus
49 Dance
lesson

52 A fem
deer

ale

53 A billion

years
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