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One-child families no longer object of pity, has certain advantages

There have been many myths sur-
rounding the only child, and most
people buy into at least a few of
them. Over the past few decades, a
number of studies have been done
that have served to clarify the role
of the only child in family and so-
ciety.

Up until the 1960s, being an
“only” was looked upon as a disad-
vantage, while in the past several
decades the advent of birth control
has made the idea of one wanted
child less the object of controversy.
Have the realities caught up with the
myths? Try this quiz and find out.

1. For the past two decades, one-
child families in the U.S. have out-
numbered families with more than
one child.

True () False ()

2. Only children are spoiled by
their parents.

True () False ()

3. Only children often grow up as
solitary, lonely creatures who pre-
fer their own company.

True () False ()

4. A single child is much more
likely than one with siblings to cre-
ate animaginary companion tokeep
him company.

True () False ()

5. Only children tend to always
expect to gettheir way because they
never have had to share.

True () False ()

Dr. Joyce Brothers

6. Behavior problems in groups
of children tend to be less among
only children.

True () False ()

7.Parents of only children some-
times have ahard time keeping their
expectations reasonable and letting
gowhenitis time for the child to go
off on his own.

True () False ()

Answers:

1. True. Although there has been
atrend lately for extremely wealthy
families to have alot of children —
four oreven more — sometimes just
to “show off” that they can afford to
raise alotof children and send them
to college, the U.S. Census reports
that the one-child family is the fast-
est-growing type of family unit in
the country today. As a result, in
recent years parents with one child
are less likely to be pitied or scorned
for having only an “only.”

2. False. The total number of
toys, games and other goodies will
most often be higher in families
with more than one child than in

Massachusetts lawmakers
vote to ban gay marriage

BOSTON (AP) — Inasuspense-
filled final day of the legislative
session, Massachusetts lawmakers
keptalive a proposed constitutional
amendment Tuesday that would put
a stop to gay marriage in the only
state that allows same-sex couples
to wed.

The vote came after weeks of
mounting legal and political pres-
sure on legislators from both sides
in the debate.

With a combination of parlia-
mentary maneuvering, flip-flop-
ping and brinksmanship, lawmak-
ers gave the first round of approval
necessary for the amendment to
appear on the ballot in 2008. The
measure still needs the endorse-
ment of the nextlegislative session.

If the amendment makes it onto
the ballot and residents approve it,
it will leave Massachusetts’ 8,000
existing gay marriages intact but
ban any new ones.

“Thisis democracy inaction. It’s
not a vengeance campaign. It’s not
a hate campaign. It’s just an oppor-
tunity for the people to vote,” said
Kris Mineau of the Massachusetts
Family Institute, a conservative
group that opposes gay marriage.

If lawmakers had failed to act on
the amendment Tuesday, the mea-
sure would have died, and oppo-
nents of gay marriage who collected
170,000 signatures to try to put the
issue on the ballot would have had
to start over again.

The pressure on lawmakers came
from all sides: Gay rights activists
and Democratic Gov.-elect Deval
Patrick called on the Legislature to
let the measure die without a vote.
Gay rights opponents — and Mas-
sachusetts’ highest court — de-
manded an up-or-down vote.

The state Supreme Judicial Court
— the same court thatruled in 2003
that gays have a constitutional right
to marry — declared last week that
lawmakers had shirked their consti-
tutional duties by refusing to vote
on an amendment submitted by the
people. But the justices acknowl-
edged they had no authority to force
action.

To advance to the nextround, the
amendment needed the approval of
only 50 of the 200 members of the
Legislature. On Tuesday, 61 law-

makers voted in favor, while 132
were opposed.

Afew hours later, the lawmakers
agreed to reconsider. But then they
largely affirmed the original result,
with 62 voting in favor of the
amendment.

Earlier in the day, the governor-
elect, who supports gay marriage,
met with the leaders of the Demo-
cratic-controlled Legislature to ar-
gue againstavote, callingita“ques-
tion of conscience.”

Patrick charged that the amend-
ment process was being used to
“consider reinserting discrimina-
tion into the constitution.”

“Thisisnot just another question
for popular decision. Thisisaques-
tion, under the equal protection
clause, about what freedoms the
minority isentitled to,” Patrick said.

Patrick takes the oath of office
Thursday. His predecessor, Gov.
Mitt Romney, a Republican who is
considering arun for president, op-
poses gay marriage.

On Tuesday, crowds of gay mar-
riage supporters and opponents re-
turned to the Statehouse to press
lawmakers on the issue.

Proponents of the amendment
stood at the foot of the Statehouse
steps with signs reading “Let the
People Vote.”

“Legislators are sent to Beacon
Hill to vote on a matter, not to not
vote on a matter,” said one of the
sign holders, Paul Ferro, 30.

Opponents of amendment stood
on the opposite side of the street, in
front of a Civil War memorial, with
their own banners. “Let the people
marry,” read one.

A person on the pro-gay marriage
side held a sign that read, “Start
Acting Like Christians.” An oppo-
nent of gay marriage yelled from
across the street, “We are Chris-
tians, just like you!”

In November, seven states ap-
proved gay-marriage bans, joining
20thathad done soin previous elec-
tions.

Other states are moving in the
opposite direction: New Jersey’s
gay couples gained new rights last
week when the state legalized
same-sex civil unions there. Ver-
mont and Connecticut also allow
civil unions.

Kansans take step toward
carrying concealed guns

TOPEKA (AP) — Nearly 3,000
Kansas residents will be able to get
their photos taken for their con-
cealed-carry permits this week af-
ter receiving notice from the state
that they have been approved to
carry concealed weapons.

Last week the state mailed no-
tices to 2,981 applicants telling
them they have met the criteria for
the permits.

The state’s concealed-carry law
wentintoeffect July 1 after the Leg-
islature overrode a veto by Gov.
Kathleen Sebelius. The law allows
qualified Kansans to obtain four-
year concealed-carry permits,
which can be issued beginning
Monday.

Residents who wanted a permit
were asked to submit applications
at their county sheriff’s office,
which forwarded the paperwork to
the attorney general’s office.

Charles Sexson, who supervises
the attorney general’s unit that ad-
ministers the new program, said
Friday that the sheriff’s offices have
submitted 4,880 applications. The
approval notices that went out last
week primarily affected those
whose applications were submitted
between July and October.

Sexson said the state is still re-
viewing 1,899 applications, and
that some are likely to be denied
because the applicants have felony
convictions.

“We’ll probably send out another
batch of approval notifications
sometime after the first week or two
of January,” he said.

To qualify, a person must be a
Kansas resident and U.S. citizen at
least 21 years old with no felony
record. Applicants also must prove
they have completed eight hours of
approved training.

® Ask Dr. Brothers

those with only one child. And typi-
cally, if an only child is successful
in always getting his own way at
home or forcing his parents to give
him everything he wants, he will
quickly be brought down to size by
classmates when he gets to school.

3.False. Because the parents usu-
ally are keenly aware of the pitfalls
of having a child grow up isolated,

parents of onlies usually quickly get
their kids involved in play dates,
group activities, music lessons,
camp and sports. When they are left
to play by themselves, onlies often
develop their creative skills in order
to make their time more interesting.

4. False. Many creative children
inventacompanion so that they can
have afabulous adventure that may
not be available to them in real life
— whether they have many siblings
or none at all. Children who have a
need for control, who are facing a
fear or conquering loneliness, or
who just wantto feel stronger some-
times make up an imaginary friend
because it is the only one they can
find to listen and sympathize.

5. False. While there may be a
tendency toward bossiness with a
child who has very meek parents,
there is nothing like a dose of other
kids to quickly put himin his place.
Regardless of the number of sib-
lings, all kids mustlearntoliveina
society with people of all different
temperaments, and onlies are justas
likely as others to back off if they are
too self-centered to be popular
among their peers.

6. True. Only children tend to be
calmer and more obedient when it
comes to group behavior. This may
be because they have not had to
compete with siblings by pushing,
yelling louder or otherwise grab-
bing their share of the pie.

7. True. There are many checks
and balances on the only child when
he or she is thrust into social situa-
tions at school, and these go a long
way toward compensating foralack
of siblings. It’s often the parents
who bear the brunt of the “only”
experience. They need to be careful
notto heap unrealistic expectations
on the child, and they may have
more trouble letting go as the child
matures, since they have no other
child coming up to “replace” him.

If you answered five or more of
the questions correctly, you have a
good understanding of today’s only
child in the family.
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Thomas County Insurance
has been serving
NW Kansas for 100 years.

Stop in and experience the friendly
service and excellent insurance
products we have to offer.

490 N. Franklin « 462-3939 ;e(”""ﬂ Jourrarance oo
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AGENCY

Jim McLaughlin/Agent

Lunch Specials

Dinner Specials

Buy 3 lunches and get
one appitizer FREE!

Buy 3 dinners and get
one dinner FREE!

( EVERY SUNDAY...BUFFET 11-2 )

DINE-IN, CARRY OUT & DELIVERY AVAILABLE!!

HONG KONG

1745 W. 4th, Colby, KS ~ 785-462-7722

FAMILY DENTAL

ES
2% CARE
- - The Latest Technology and Most
Opgv® Complete Care Available!

* Root Canals - Orthodontics
 Implants - Wisdom Tooth Surgery

New Patients Welcome
No Referral Necessary ~ Financing Avail.

1690 W. 4th St., Colby ~ 785-460-3999
Toll Free: 1-866-305-3999

SHAWN D. JENSEN, D.D.S

NEW SYSTEM

PROFESSIONAL WINDOW CLEANING

785-462-6995

www.MyWindowCleaner.net

Chris and Beth Lewon
650 N Grant
We do windows! - Free Estimates

Complete Professional Window Cleaning
at Affordable Prices ~
Serving Colby since 1992!

W Check out

David L. Browne llI
550 N Franklin Ave

FARM BUREAU FINANCIAL SERVICES

% our low rates.

Call today for your free, no-obligation quote.
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Colby
(785) 462-3388

Auto Home Life Annuities College Retirement

Farm Bureau Life Insurance Company'/West Des Moines, IA. Farm Bureau Mutual Insurance Company'/West Des Moines, IA.
*Companies of Farm Bureau Financial Services © 2005 FBL Financial Group, Inc. 419

www.fbfs.com

Come see us
at our new
Jocation!

1055 Taylor Ave, Colby
785-460-3700

LIFE SUPPORT FOR TECHNOLOGY

www.ntronic.net
info@ntronic.net

ROOFMASTERS

Your Local Roofing Contractor
425 East Hill, Colby, KS
Licensed - Bonded - Insured

RESIDENTIAL
Tamko Shingles
GAF Shingles
Wood Shingles
Metal Roofs

COMMERCIAL
Rubber Single Ply
White TPO Single Ply
Built Up Systems
Modified Systems

1-800-536-6642
1-785-462-6642

FREE ESTIMATES

Elastomeric Rubber Coating For Metal Roofs
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930 S. Range
\Colby, Kansas 67701

V EPhone: 785-460-0828

M-F: 8-5:50;

Sat: 8-4:30

Fax: 785-460-0829
Cell: 785-443-1082)

Chuck Saddler

1114 Main, Gem {?35} 452.-35-@'.1

T i S

Tracey Galli

» Tree Removal & Trimming - Full Insured - Careful & Prompt
Service - Late Model Bucket Truck - Free Estimates!

Your One Stop Remodeling Shop!
e Kitchen Cabinets ¢ Vanities ¢ Sinks
¢ Faucets ¢ Countertops & Much More
* Design & Installation Service
NEW HOURS - M-W-F 10am - 5:30 pm
Saturday Appointments Welcome!
785-460-1100 - Southwind Plaza - Colby, Kansas

Kitchen
& Bath
SHOWROOM

Sales & Service Since 1984

Colby
Sew & Vac

*Hospital Grade Hepa Filtration
System *Made in Germany!
e Lifetime warranty on Belts

Sales ¢ Service

Southwind Plaza
785-460-1900

Hours: 9 a.m.-5:30 p.m.
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Durable,

Versatile,
and Powerful.

Pure
Parfarmance

WORLDWIDE - Vacation Packages - Cruistis ATuurs - Groups - Flights - Hotels - Trains - Cars
N Y Py .
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A4
155 W. 4th, Colby, KS 67701 :'%/w/", CALL IN OR FAX YOUR INTERNET
Phone: 785.462.6999 e (‘"» 777777777 QUOTES AND OTHER ADS!
Fax: 785-460-0852 4 - s WE CAN BOOK THEM FOR YOU
Toll Free: 1.888.690.7077 A ,’ s WITH LOCAL, CARING SERVICE!!
AKX §;<4
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VACATION SPECIALS gon Vovions MU I RIEVL]
LAS VEGAS Air&Hotel | $250 | 4|
DISNEY WORLD  Park Passes, Air & Hotel | $505 3: BOOK HOLIDAY
MEXICO Air & Hotel | s$soo b3 TRAVEL NOW!
CARIBBEAN CRUISE Cruise &Air | $1.060 | 5!
ALASKAN CRUISE CYRSYVRRINT RN BN Call for Bus Tours Schedules.
HAWAII Air&Hotel i $740 3! . -
LONDON, ENGLAND Air&Hotel | $700 | 3! Allspecials may be for specific dates
AMTRAK EXPLORE AMERICA 3P s{g{&g iMax 45 and are subject to availability
(2 it

Residential roofs

Flat & Low-Sloped Roofs
Metal Retro-Fit

Energy Efficient Roofing Solutions

Free EsTiMATES

Jeff Dreiling - Sales
(785) 443-0819

Murray Roofing & Construction

Residential & Commercial
(785) 462-6908

Vinyl & Steel Siding
Decks & Patios

Wood & Vinyl Fencing
Soffit & Fascia

Free EsTIMATES

Jim Murray - Owner
(785) 443-1339




