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Tattling and control concern mom; too much loyalty

Dear Dr. Brothers: I guess Imight
be one of those rare young mothers
today who wants her daughter to
grow up to be independent and
strong that she is never afraid to be
herself. Both her father and her 8-
year-old brother seem to want to
control her and take charge. With
my son, it’saquestion of his always
reporting back to me if he thinks
she’s done something wrong or got-
ten out of line in some way. With her
dad, it’s often what I consider being
overly protective — not wanting
her to try new things in case she
stumbles or rips anew dress. [ want
hertobe an astronaut or be president
if she sodesires when she grows up,
notbe limited to being a cheerleader
or baton twirler.

What canIdo withoutbeing mean
or hurting my darling son’s or
husband’s feelings?

—CT.

Dear C.T.: The kind of tattling
you apparently see in your boy’s
behavior isn’t unusual behavior
in siblings of either sex.

Partly, they’re often eager to
get more of a parent’s attention,
or they fear being left out simply
because they have a younger
brother or sister who seems to get
all the attention. Also, tattling can
be due to a genuine need to pro-
tect a younger child from harm;
by telling an adult, the tattler is
shifting the responsibility for the
other child’s well-being to the
adult.

Talk with him and try to find
out what’s actually behind his
behavior. If, in fact, he’s kept her
from harm’s way, thank him, but
make sure he knows the differ-
ence between this and tattling
merely for the sake of getting at-
tention himself.

Let your husband know that
every child — girls included —
needs to learn to build the confi-
dence and self-assurance to be
able to try new things.

Encourage him to help make
her strong and independent, not

Dr. Joyce Brothers

person who’s afraid of life.
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Dear Dr. Brothers: I’'ma 32-year-
old single mother of a 15-year-old
son, and since his father’s death
seven years ago, my brother has
been his role model and best buddy.
Unfortunately, I’ve recently had a
major disagreement with my bro-
ther over my son’s loyalty to an-
other teen who’s in serious trouble
at school for bullying and sexually
abusing a young girl. My brother,
who was a big athlete on campus,
keeps talking about the importance
of team loyalty and how good men
stick together. I’ ve tried to teach my
son the importance of truth, kind-
ness and having respect for girls.
My boy is a good youngster, and I
don’tthink he should even consider
standing up for this rotten kid, loy-
alty or no loyalty.
— M.T.
Dear M.T.: 1 agree with you and
think you should continue talking
with your son and your brother
on thisissue. Loyaltyisn’t always
an admirable quality. Members
of the Mafia have been known for
havingloyalty to killers and other
members even when they com-
mitted cruel criminal acts. Street
gangs have the same code. This is
wrong, misplaced loyalty, such as
afamily member may have when
he or she knowingly shelters and
protects ason, husband or daugh-
ter if he or she is guilty of a crime.
If the young man who’s been
accused of this crime is innocent
and your son has proof, then that,
of course, is another matter. Team
members can be loyal to each
other in terms of the game, but if
amember of any team commits a

® Ask Dr. Brothers

person is also a crime.

Dear Dr. Brothers: My husband
and I are now starting to go into our
usual slump that always sets in af-
ter the holidays. We start snapping
at each other, complaining about
everything and being grumpy and
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negative to friends, neighbors and
relatives.

Often, one of us also decides that
none of these is really worth much.
What is this, and is there any pos-
sible way toavoidit?Itall makes me
wonder if the season that people
celebrate is worth that much.

Maybe we should just close the
doors for the entire month of De-
cember and pretend we have the flu,
measles or some other contagious
disease.

—TA.

Dear T.A.: There are better
ways to avoid these post-holiday
blues that seem to afflict so many

people at this time.

One of the easiest ways to solve
some of these problems is to sim-
plify — edit the lists of tasks and
gifts, and try to remember that
less is really more.

One way to help us eliminate
half of the things we think we
HAVE todois to arrange to spend
more time and effort trying to
help those in our community who
are underprivileged, as well as
helping organizations like
UNICEF to try to save people who
are homeless and starving in
other countries.

Part of our blues is somewhere

deep inside. We’re aware that
most of us suffer from our ex-
cesses, and this can lead to both
anger and guilt, and can translate
into depression. Sleep depriva-
tion because of too much partying
and other activity makes us ex-
hausted and unable to sleep when
we finally have the opportunity.
In earlier days, when a Christmas
stocking was filled with an apple,
an orange, a few walnuts or penny
candy, holidays were quieter, and
in many ways happier. Post-holi-
day depression was generally not
a problem.
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Thomas County Insurance
has been serving
NW Kansas for 100 years.

Stop in and experience the friendly
service and excellent insurance
products we have to offer.

490 N. Franklin « 462-3939 ;e(”""ﬂ Jourrarance oo
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INSURANCE AGENCY

Yesterday,
_ | Today, and

Jim McLaughlin/Agent

Lunch Specials

Dinner Specials

Buy 3 lunches and get
one appitizer FREE!

Buy 3 dinners and get
one dinner FREE!

FAMILY DENTAL

ES
2% CARE
- - The Latest Technology and Most
Opgv® Complete Care Available!

a clinging, anxious, frightened crime, then being loyal to that

Minor drug charges

won't mean jail time

( EVERY SUNDAY...BUFFET 11-2 )

DINE-IN, CARRY OUT & DELIVERY AVAILABLE!!

HONG KONG

1745 W. 4th, Colby, KS ~ 785-462-7722

* Root Canals - Orthodontics
 Implants - Wisdom Tooth Surgery

New Patients Welcome
No Referral Necessary ~ Financing Avail.

1690 W. 4th St., Colby ~ 785-460-3999
Toll Free: 1-866-305-3999

SHAWN D. JENSEN, D.D.S

NEW SYSTEM

WICHITA (AP) — Unlike the
rest of Sedgwick County, people
found to be possessing small
amounts of illegal drugs in Wichita
no longer get sent to jail.

Instead, those caught with less
than a quarter-gram of meth or co-
caine are charged with possession
of drug paraphernalia, given notice
to appear in a misdemeanor court-
room and released.

Possession of a quarter-gram of
illegal drugs used to be prosecuted
as a felony in Wichita.

The city began treating it as a
misdemeanor about two years ago
so detectives could focus on more
serious drug investigations, said
Deputy Police Chief Tom Stolz.

“Tobe honest with you, there’s so
many paraphernalia cases that we
could clog the District Court system
if we charged them all as felonies,”
he said.

State law makes possession of
any amount of cocaine or meth a
felony, but a spokesman for the at-
torney general’s office said punish-
ment was a local jurisdiction issue.

Deputy District Attorney Kim
Parker said Wichita police cases
involving smaller amounts of drugs
are still prosecuted if a suspect has
aprior criminal record oris aknown
gang member who is considered a
threat to the community.

State sentencing guidelines re-
quire probation for first-time of-
fenders convicted of felony drug
possession.

In cases filed in Wichita Munici-
pal Court as misdemeanors, Parker
said, a person can be sentenced to
up to a year in jail. Typically, first-
time offenders in both courts are
placed on probation.

Sgt. Chester Pinkston, president
of Wichita’s Fraternal Order of Po-
lice, said some Wichita officers
have complained that the new
policy allows drug users to go un-
punished.

Sedgwick County Sheriff Gary
Steed said his deputies still pursue
felony charges for people found
with small amounts of cocaine or
meth.

But he said he understands why
Wichita has changed its policy.

“You can’thardly blame them for
using their resources the best way
they can,” he said.

Paul Morrison, who becomes at-
torney general Monday, said John-
son County prosecutors routinely
filed felony charges against people
arrested for possession of less than
a quarter-gram of drugs.

“ To be honest

with you, there’s so
many paraphernalia
cases that we could
clogtheDistrict Court
system if we charged
them all as felonies.”
Tom Stolz,

deputy police chief

In 1993, Sedgwick County pros-
ecutors stopped filing charges with
“testable” amounts of cocaine, such
asresidue in crack pipes, and began
requiring “measurable” amounts.
The minimum measurable amount
in Sedgwick County was consid-
ered 0.1 grams.

About two years ago, at the re-
quest of police, the threshold for
Wichita police cases was raised to
0.25 grams.

Suspects caught with small
amounts of drugs were still booked
into the Sedgwick County Jail. A
narcotics detective would then pre-
pare a probable-cause affidavit for
prosecutors.

The drugs would be tested at the
Sedgwick County Forensic Science
Center, which could take 30 days.

In November, police officials
take narcotics detectives, prosecu-
tors and the Forensic Science Cen-
ter out of cases that would ulti-
mately lead to misdemeanor char-
ges, Stolz said.

Small baggies each containing a
quarter-gram of white powder were
displayed on bulletin boards at the
police department’s four substa-
tions.

Officers were told that anything
less than the amount in the bag was
considered to be “residue” and did
not merit felony charges.

Officers were asked to issue Mu-
nicipal Court misdemeanor cita-
tions for possession of drug para-
phernalia.

The drugs are seized, but sus-
pects are released after getting the
citations.

Stolz said he doesn’t know how
many drug cases fall below the
0.25-gram threshold. The depart-
ment handles 1,600 to 1,700 drug
cases a year.

PROFESSIONAL WINDOW CLEANING

785-462-6995

www.MyWindowCleaner.net

Chris and Beth Lewon
650 N Grant
We do windows! - Free Estimates

Complete Professional Window Cleaning
at Affordable Prices ~
Serving Colby since 1992!

W Check out

David L. Browne llI
550 N Franklin Ave

FARM BUREAU FINANCIAL SERVICES

% our low rates.

Call today for your free, no-obligation quote.
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Colby
(785) 462-3388

Auto Home Life Annuities College Retirement

Farm Bureau Life Insurance Company'/West Des Moines, IA. Farm Bureau Mutual Insurance Company'/West Des Moines, IA.
*Companies of Farm Bureau Financial Services © 2005 FBL Financial Group, Inc. 419

www.fbfs.com

Come see us
at our new
Jocation!

1055 Taylor Ave, Colby
785-460-3700

LIFE SUPPORT FOR TECHNOLOGY

www.ntronic.net
info@ntronic.net

ROOFMASTERS

Your Local Roofing Contractor
425 East Hill, Colby, KS
Licensed - Bonded - Insured

RESIDENTIAL
Tamko Shingles
GAF Shingles
Wood Shingles
Metal Roofs

COMMERCIAL
Rubber Single Ply
White TPO Single Ply
Built Up Systems
Modified Systems

1-800-536-6642
1-785-462-6642

FREE ESTIMATES

Elastomeric Rubber Coating For Metal Roofs
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930 S. Range
\Colby, Kansas 67701

V EPhone: 785-460-0828

M-F: 8-5:50;

Sat: 8-4:30

Fax: 785-460-0829
Cell: 785-443-1082)

Chuck Saddler

1114 Main, Gem {?35} 452.-35-@'.1
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Tracey Galli

» Tree Removal & Trimming - Full Insured - Careful & Prompt
Service - Late Model Bucket Truck - Free Estimates!

Your One Stop Remodeling Shop!
e Kitchen Cabinets ¢ Vanities ¢ Sinks
¢ Faucets ¢ Countertops & Much More
* Design & Installation Service
NEW HOURS - M-W-F 10am - 5:30 pm
Saturday Appointments Welcome!
785-460-1100 - Southwind Plaza - Colby, Kansas

Kitchen
& Bath
SHOWROOM

Sales & Service Since 1984

Colby
Sew & Vac

SEBO essential © - Series

*Hospital Grade Hepa Filtration

System *Made in Germany!
e Lifetime warranty on Belts

Sales ¢ Service

Southwind Plaza
785-460-1900

Hours: 9 a.m.-5:30 p.m.
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Durable,

Versatile,
and Powerful.
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WORLDWIDE - Vacation Packages - Cruistis ATuurs - Groups - Flights - Hotels - Trains - Cars
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155 W. 4th, Colby, KS 67701 :'%//fw/", CALL IN OR FAX YOUR INTERNET
Phone: 785.462.6999 gy f‘"» 777777777 QUOTES AND OTHER ADS!
Fax: 785-460-0852 4 - s WE CAN BOOK THEM FOR YOU
Toll Free: 1.888.690.7077 ', | s WITH LOCAL, CARING SERVICE!!
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VACATION SPECIALS fom Y#Nights Round Tr|p Travel
LAS VEGAS Ar&Hotel | $250 | 4|
DISNEY WORLD  Park Passes, Air & Hotel | $505 3: BOOK HOLIDAY
MEXICO Air & Hotel | s$soo b3 TRAVEL NOW!
CARIBBEAN CRUISE Cruise &Air | $1.060 | 5!
ALASKAN CRUISE CYRSYVRRINT RN BN Call for Bus Tours Schedules.
HAWAII Air&Hotel i $740 3! . -
LONDON, ENGLAND Air&Hotel | $700 | 3! Allspecials may be for specific dates
AMTRAK EXPLORE AMERICA 3P s{g{&g iMax 45 and are subject to availability
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Residential roofs

Flat & Low-Sloped Roofs
Metal Retro-Fit

Energy Efficient Roofing Solutions

Free EsTiMATES

Jeff Dreiling - Sales
(785) 443-0819

Murray Roofing & Construction

Residential & Commercial
(785) 462-6908

Vinyl & Steel Siding
Decks & Patios

Wood & Vinyl Fencing
Soffit & Fascia

Free EsTIMATES

Jim Murray - Owner
(785) 443-1339




