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Sally Forth ® Greg Howard Crossword Bridge
ALICE KEEPS ASKING ME FOR ADVICE SO WHAT DID o NEVER SPEND THE FIRST THREE HOURS OF, ACROSS 38 Insect- 2 Sandal, 211997 South dealer.
ON DATING. BUT I HAVEN'T BEEN, YOU TELL HERZ  § A DATE PLAYING 'DI6 DUG" 1 Venomous  eating bird  e.g. Dustin North-South vulnerable.
ON A DATE SINCE COLLEGE! A]] % | AT A PIZZA PARLCR. vipers 41 Meadow 3 Look of Hoffman NORTH
- 8 5 Speed- 42 Scrooge’s disap- movie MdQ8G6
H ometer cry point- 22 Crib ¥YQ9o94g
2, fig. 45 Saharan ment 23 Onager ® 5
g 8 “Monop- 46 “Much 4 Baltimore 24 That *PAQIT743
H oly” Ado ..” news- woman WEST EAST
3 card constable paper 25 Actor A1072 NJO53
g 12— En-lai 48 Fast- 5 Sailor Mineo ¥Js53 ¥Y10862
: 13 Savings food blouse 26 Bear hair :.A,)l 0743 :.K 92
plan request 6 Cattle 27 Falsehood 82 SOUTH Ko
acronym 49 Sapporo driver’s 28 Remnant SAK 4
14 River of sash tool 29 Dos’ YAK 7
R England 50 Flaccid 7 Crone neighbors ®0QJI86
Zits ® Jim Borgman & Jerry Scott 15Elvis hit 51 Unex- 8 Simple 31 Cribbage &109 5
- — 17 Snatch pected swimming scorer The bidding:
) MDE WORE PHONE i 18siill _ problem stroke 34 Menagerie South West North East
rCALLélNTHEPAngWELVE H 19 Peculiar 52 Fynnyman 9 quern 35 Use_a 1 NT Pass 3INT All Pass
THSTHAN T MADE. IN ¢| 20 Teakettle Bill, coin Q-Tip Opening lead — four of diamonds.
MON £ feature familiarly 10 Jacob’s 37 Sponsor-
THE Flggom]grl;m i| 21Distorted 53Comein brother ship Pop Goes the Weasel
) f| 22Feathery last " Creéj't' gg g!stterns There are plays that are difficult for a declarer to
: accessory car letary make because they run completely contrary to standard
§ 23 Erxeamlne DPR?; ': din 16 rHeS#ILt o ;ugr[]:)tle- procedure. Butbridge being the kind of game it s, there
26 “— on the linim en? 20 Turf y 40 Latvia's is room for an occas.ior'lal Fieviation from thg norm —
» . . . ; especially when logic indicates that the deviation has
Roof Solution time: 21 mins. capital . ; .
30 Carpet 41 Timber everything to gain and nothing to lose.
style ﬁ : Z 5 : wolf Take this case where West led the four of diamonds
31 Play on s[A[R[1 E 42 Vivacity, against three notrump, and East won with the king. East
words O|R|AIN T in music returned the diamond nine, covered by declarer with
32 Et?/:ei-n ﬁ \T( g “IA g 43 I\gif;lls’ the qlieen, fw}llleri:lupon West made the eminently cor-
P t play of the three.
WHERE'S BELLA2 OH, SOME GUYS SOMETHING ABOUT 33 Fizzy L LT 44 Advertise e .
SHE'S USUALLY IN THE SPACE AN EXPERIMENT TO 7 drink SHEE FHEEE  forceful West's only hope was that East would later gain the
Y lead and return a third diamond before declarer could
Y PROGRAM SEE IF CATS ALWAYS 35 Coasters H 1|c[MIAl " 46 Grumpy Co : S
w BORROWED LAND ON THEIR FEET 36 Glutton ﬁ E (,3 g ? leader? (s;:gre m}r:e mik& ]:Z;}St sre(;urn qf.theﬁnne 1pd1iated he
HER ‘ 37 Shock MO 47 Right h1 notkf;/le our 1am3nh.s orl.gl.nal}f/, am}r::) at (zja}se
partner Yesterday’s answer 1.5 angle e would have returned his original fourth-best dia-
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OKAY, SO
WHAT'S THE
PUNCH LINE?

Tod the Dinosaur ® Patrick Roberts

MAN TS so ColD
ToDAY AND MY HEAD
REALLY HURTS
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Cryptoquip

LKFR EQYF CURL

GMPMEUCFE YMOF CKFUP
IML URCQ YL GQQJK'E ESUR,

KF ZME PFMBBL CUJSFO.

Yesterday’s  Cryptoquip:  IF - SOMEBODY
ROUTINELY PUT CASH INTO A BIG COFFEEPOT,
[ GUESS HIS MONEY WOULD BE WELL-URNED.

Today’s Cryptoquip Clue: K equals H

HEVQ G UWGC “MEYV

AWKQGIWT VQCU WSMVK
MZQGBEM,” XZP AZPTC UWX G

HWU BGIGQB SWGK HWKQGQB.
Yesterday’s Cryptoquip: WHEN SOME TINY

PARASITES MADE THEIR WAY INTO MY

POOCH'S SKIN, HE WAS REALLY TICKED.

Today’s Cryptoquip Clue: X equals Y

ACROSS 38 Under- DOWN 20 Three

1 “My Name stand 1 Rever- on a
Is —’ 40 Bunches berate sundial

5 Urban of ozs. 2 Winged 23 Perfor-
transport 41 Dick 3 Pealed mance

8 Roe Van — 4 Groucho’s 24 Old
provider 43 Retainer “Tattooed French

12 Sculptor’s 45 Conced- Lady” coin
medium ing the 5 Tabletop 25 Manual

13 Tin Man’s fact that protector 27 Cranberry
need 47 Foot 6 Succor terrain

14 Possess part 7 Sheepish 29 Bill

15 Not fac- 51 Laugh-a- remark 30 North
tory-pro- minute 8 Those Sea
duced 52 Nice- who feeder

17 From looking aren’t 32 Baby’s
square 54 Jog greedy stuff
one 55 Prior 9 Staircase 34 Explained

18 Wild night feature a word
parties 56 Eastern 10 State 37 Schuss

19 Put on the potentate with cer- 39 See to
clothesline 57 Benefit tainty 42 Lucy’s

21 Pismire 58 Started 11 Moist partner in

22 Layer 59 Sas- in the mischief

23 Tray quatch’s morn 44 English
remnant cousin 16 Repair home-

26 Society work
newbie Solution time: 21 mins. 45 Crafts’

28 Madder mates
than mad 46 100

31 Anthra- Turkish
cite, e.g. kurus

33 Scepter 48 Heavy

35 Where reading?
Anna 49 Send out
taught 50 “Frasier”

36 Yellowfin actress
and Gilpin
bluefin 53 Rd.
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Family Circus e Bill Keane

mond. Declarer’s most likely diamond holding, there-
fore, was Q-J-x-X.

Lacking aninth trick, South now tried a club finesse.
East won with the king and returned a diamond, and
the contract went down one.

The excellent defense notwithstanding, declarer did
himselfin at trick two when he covered East’s nine of
diamonds with the queen. Instead, he should have
played his eight on the nine! This maneuver would have
thoroughly discombobulated the defense. Another dia-
mond lead by East would have given the defenders their
third trick, and East’s king of clubs would subsequently
have scored their final trick.

From declarer’s viewpoint, the diamond duck at
trick two guarantees three notrump regardless of
whether West started with four, five or six diamonds.
The hard part is to think of it before the queen or jack
pops out of declarer’s hand.

Contract: Seven Diamonds.
North-South vulnerable.

NORTH
®MA6532
YAJI109
KO
*43

WEST EAST
®#QJ109 a3 7
YK QS8 $76543
76 5432
SK QS8 *765

SOUTH
s K 4
v2
$AQJ108
*#AT1092

A Horrible Nightmare

Editor’s note: The west hand has 12 cards and the
east hand has 14. See last graph for explanation.

Dear Mr. Becker: I suffer from nightmares — bridge
nightmares, that is.  have this recurring dream where
I hold the West hand and find myself on lead against
seven diamonds.

Ialwayslead a trump, and South draws four rounds
of trumps. I discard a club on the third trump lead, and
so does dummy, but on the next trump lead [runinto a
serious problem.

Sometimes I discard the eight of hearts. When I do,
South plays a heart to the ace and ruffs a heart, estab-
lishing the J-10 as tricks. He then plays the K-A of
spades and cashes dummy’s two high hearts, where-
upon I get squeezed and declarer makes the rest of the
tricks — to the tune of 2,440 points.

Sometimes I discard a spade at trick four. When 1
do, South cashes the K-A of spades and ruffs a spade,
establishing two spade tricks in dummy. He then plays
aheart to dummy’s ace and cashes the 6-5 of spades. 1
discard a heart on the fourth round of spades, but on
the fifth spade, I’'m again hopelessly squeezed.
Whether I discard my king of hearts or a club from the
K-Q, South makes the rest of the tricks.

Sometimes [ discard the queen of clubs at trick four,
hoping declarer won’trealize I’ ve unguarded the king.
But South is a real smart cookie and invariably sees
through my scheme. He plays the ace, nails the king,
and [ wind up shelling out the same 2,440 points.

Now, even though the stakes are nominal and the
whole thing’s only a dream, the factis that psychologi-
cally, I can’tafford to continually lose that many points
on one deal. I was therefore wondering whether you
can suggest any way for me to escape this awful di-
lemma. I would be most appreciative of any help you
might give me. Cordially yours, Constant Reader.

Dear C.R.: Happy to oblige. The next time this ter-
rible dream recurs, I suggest you ask for a new deal.
You have only 12 cards! Cordially yours, S.B.

Tomorrow: Wrong way to run a railroad.
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“It’s not a toy horsie. It’s a

chess piece.”
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“Can we buy a mouse? Kittycat
keeps stalking my shoelaces.”




