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Crossword

Beetle Bailey • Mort Walker

Zits • Jim Borgman & Jerry Scott

Hagar the Horrible • Chris Browne

Sally Forth • Greg Howard

Blondie • Chic Young

Cryptoquip

Family Circus • Bill Keane

  Pop Goes the Weasel
   There are plays that are difficult for a declarer to

make because they run completely contrary to standard
procedure. But bridge being the kind of game it is, there
is room for an occasional deviation from the norm —
especially when logic indicates that the deviation has
everything to gain and nothing to lose.

 Take this case where West led the four of diamonds
against three notrump, and East won with the king. East
returned the diamond nine, covered by declarer with
the queen, whereupon West made the eminently cor-
rect play of the three.

West’s only hope was that East would later gain the
lead and return a third diamond before declarer could
score nine tricks. East’s return of the nine indicated he
did not have four diamonds originally, as in that case
he would have returned his original fourth-best dia-
mond. Declarer’s most likely diamond holding, there-
fore, was Q-J-x-x.

Lacking a ninth trick, South now tried a club finesse.
East won with the king and returned a diamond, and
the contract went down one.

The excellent defense notwithstanding, declarer did
himself in at trick two when he covered East’s nine of
diamonds with the queen. Instead, he should have
played his eight on the nine! This maneuver would have
thoroughly discombobulated the defense. Another dia-
mond lead by East would have given the defenders their
third trick, and East’s king of clubs would subsequently
have scored their final trick.

From declarer’s viewpoint, the diamond duck at
trick two guarantees three notrump regardless of
whether West started with four, five or six diamonds.
The hard part is to think of it before the queen or jack
pops out of declarer’s hand.

  A Horrible Nightmare
Editor’s note: The west hand has 12 cards and the

east hand has 14. See last graph for explanation.
 Dear Mr. Becker: I suffer from nightmares — bridge

nightmares, that is. I have this recurring dream where
I hold the West hand and find myself on lead against
seven diamonds.

 I always lead a trump, and South draws four rounds
of trumps. I discard a club on the third trump lead, and
so does dummy, but on the next trump lead I run into a
serious problem.

 Sometimes I discard the eight of hearts. When I do,
South plays a heart to the ace and ruffs a heart, estab-
lishing the J-10 as tricks. He then plays the K-A of
spades and cashes dummy’s two high hearts, where-
upon I get squeezed and declarer makes the rest of the
tricks — to the tune of 2,440 points.

Sometimes I discard a spade at trick four. When I
do, South cashes the K-A of spades and ruffs a spade,
establishing two spade tricks in dummy. He then plays
a heart to dummy’s ace and cashes the 6-5 of spades. I
discard a heart on the fourth round of spades, but on
the fifth spade, I’m again hopelessly squeezed.
Whether I discard my king of hearts or a club from the
K-Q, South makes the rest of the tricks.

Sometimes I discard the queen of clubs at trick four,
hoping declarer won’t realize I’ve unguarded the king.
But South is a real smart cookie and invariably sees
through my scheme. He plays the ace, nails the king,
and I wind up shelling out the same 2,440 points.

 Now, even though the stakes are nominal and the
whole thing’s only a dream, the fact is that psychologi-
cally, I can’t afford to continually lose that many points
on one deal. I was therefore wondering whether you
can suggest any way for me to escape this awful di-
lemma. I would be most appreciative of any help you
might give me. Cordially yours, Constant Reader.

  Dear C.R.: Happy to oblige. The next time this ter-
rible dream recurs, I suggest you ask for a new deal.
You have only 12 cards! Cordially yours, S.B.

   Tomorrow: Wrong way to run a railroad.
   (c)2007 King Features Syndicate Inc.

Baby Blues • Rick Kirkman & Jerry Scott

Tod the Dinosaur • Patrick Roberts

Mother Goose and Grimm • Mike Peters


