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Saving lives is an
end in itself
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Getting attention

By Jim Hightower
As anyone who has read the New Testament

knows, Jesus spent most of his life among the
poor and the shunned, rather than hanging out
with the rich. Indeed, he frequently blasted the
avarice of the wealthy elites of his day, even
declaring that,

“It is easier for a camel to go through the eye
of a needle than for a rich man to enter into the
Kingdom of God.”

But, gosh, if Jesus visited our country today,
surely he would feel the pain of the modern rich
- wouldn’t he? For example, consider the tragic
agony of “wealth status.”

Let’s take the case of some swell who’s sitting
on $999,999,999. Are you aware that this poor

wretch does not even make the “Forbes” list of
America’s 400 richest people?

In this year’s ranking, it took a billion dollars
just to be number 400 on the list. Sure, such ul-
tra-richies as Bill Gates, Michael Dell, and all
five Wal-Mart theirs easily acquired “Forbes”
status, but what about Martha Stewart, Steve
Case, and others whose incomes fell short his
time and were unceremoniously dropped from
the list? Forget about fishes and loaves for the
masses - what about caviar for the “Forbes”
rejectees?

Also, what many of us ordinary riff-raff fail
to understand is that while the rich have so much
money, it costs them a bundle to live. Were you
aware, for example, that there was a 10 percent

hike last year in the price of a Sikorsky S-76C
helicopter with VIP options? No, I dare say you
were not. Also, the price of six-passenger Lear
jets is by up to $350,000 this year - and you don’t
even want to know about the cost of housing in
the Hamptons!

Yes, while Jesus focused on the poor and the
wretched, he also kept a wary eye on those who
chose to serve mammon. And so should we.
Blessed are the rich, for they will inherit the fate
they so richly deserve.

———
Jim Hightower is the best-selling author of

“Thieves In High Places: They’ve Stolen Our
Country And It’s Time To Take It Back.” Distrib-
uted by MinutemanMedia.org.

We thank our subscribers who receive their
paper by carrier for their patience during the af-
termath of the snow.

We know the streets are not in great condition
and not everyone has cleared snow off their drive-
ways and sidewalks the same way (let alone have
the same layout of driveways and sidewalks).
Carriers are looking for the closest dry spot.

It’s not just Free Press carriers looking for the
right spot either.

With a little hope and a lot of persistence,
maybe our blizzard has made eastern Kansas
people pay a little more attention to our part of
the state. The timing of the storm is interesting
too.

Friday, we had a story about what Sen. Ralph
Ostemeyer and Rep. Jim Morrison thought of this
year’s legislative session. It started Monday.

Not long after the Nov. 7 election, we had an
Associated Press story about how more western
Kansas legislators are getting into critical posi-
tions at the statehouse. Other than Ostmeyer and
Morrison’s work, Virginia Beamer from Oakley
is on the appropriations committee and John
Faber chairs the agriculture committee.

It was great and appreciated to see Gov.
Kathleen Sebelius in town last week. If anybody
can get some momentum and attention for west-
ern Kansas, you would think it would be the gov-

ernor.
Ostmeyer said it is probably still not enough

people or positions to convince the entire legis-
lation that western Kansas has priorities, but said
it should be enough to create more cooperation
between the two sides of the state.

Morrison said, “what’s good for western Kan-
sas is good for eastern Kansas.”

But no matter what our state politicians do, we
still need the eastern Kansas residents to pay at-
tention. A few months ago, I attended a meeting
about job creation in western Kansas. A variety
of business owners from the region were in at-
tendance. They all talked about their struggles
of finding employees when they have available
jobs. Some of those places just can’t hire any-
one off the street.

A man from a factory in Oberlin said he has
tried to advertise jobs in eastern Kansas. What

he experienced proved our struggles go far be-
yond what politicians are capable of doing.

“What part of Overland Park are you in?” the
man said the caller asked.

“We are not in Overland Park,” he re-
sponded. “We are in Oberlin.”

“Where’s Oberlin?” the caller then asked.
(For those of you who don’t know, Overland

Park is a Kansas City suburb.)
———

In other snow news, my biggest pet peeve
with e-mail are the forwards.

Last week I received the one about how
people in our portion of the country never
called FEMA, never blamed the president or
Congress, did not ask for compensation or had
the major news networks in their front yards
reporting about the snow.

I received the same e-mail forward last year
after a similar storm hit North Dakota. Where
it read North Dakota, it was changed to east-
ern Colorado or western Kansas.

I’m sure after the next blizzard somewhere
in the country will again circulate that e-mail
and where it read Kansas, the new location will
be put in.

Whatever happened to creativity?
John Van Nostrand is publisher of the Colby

Free Press.

Where to write, call

   U.S. Sen. Pat Roberts, 109 Hart Senate Office
Building, Washington, D.C. 20510.  202/224-4774
   U.S. Sen. Sam Brownback,
303 Hart Senate Office Building,
Washington, D.C. 20510.
202/224-6521
   U.S. Rep. Jerry Moran,
2443 Rayburn House Office Building,
Washington, D.C. 20515.
 202/225-2715
or Fax 202/225-5124
   State Rep. Jim Morrison,
State Capitol Building,
300 SW 10th St. Rm. 143-N,
Topeka 66612.
785/296-7676
e mail: jmorriso@ink.org
web: www.morrisonfamily.com
    State Sen. Ralph Ostmeyer,
State Capitol,
300 SW 10th St., Rm. 128-S.,
Topeka, Kan. 66612,
785/296-7399 ostmeyer@senate.state.ks.us

From The Kansas City Star
Seat-belt use by Missouri and Kansas drivers has improved in

recent years, but it remains below the national average of 81 per-
cent. Passing stronger seat-belt laws in both states would boost the
usage rate and save lives.

Advocates of such laws plan to press their case again  when the
legislatures of both states convene.

“Primary” seat-belt laws allow authorities to give tickets to mo-
torists solely for failing to buckle up.

In Kansas and Missouri — two of about a half-dozen states with-
out primary seat-belt laws — police may ticket unbelted motorists
only when cars have been stopped for other violations.

Opponents of seat-belt laws say buckling up is a personal deci-
sion, but the costs of death or severe injury are not confined to those
involved in crashes.

If a low-income individual is hurt, for example, the costs of medical
treatment may be paid by taxpayers through programs such as Med-
icaid. And when injuries and deaths in a given area are above the
national norm, those risks are reflected in the insurance premiums
of other drivers.

Saving lives is an end in itself. If the two states passed primary
seat-belt laws, it would also mean federal grant money for safety
programs: $16 million for Missouri and $11 million for Kansas.

This is one case where the costs of risky behavior are not borne
solely by individuals. It’s time Kansas and Missouri lawmakers
approved primary seat-belt laws.
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Mail them to the Colby Free Press, 155 W. 5th St., Colby, Kan., 67701.
Or e-mail jvannostrand@nwkansas.com or pdecker@nw
kansas.com.  Opinions do not necessarily reflect the Free Press.

COLBY FREE PRESS

State award-winning newspaper, General Excellence, Design & Layout
Excellence, Column Writing, Editorial Writing, Sports Columns, News,

Photography.
Official newspaper of Thomas County, Colby, Brewster and Rexford.

John Van Nostrand - Publisher
jvannostrand@nwkansas.com

NEWS
Patty Decker - Editor

pdecker@nwkansas.com

Tisha Cox - General Assignment
tcox@nwkansas.com

Jan Katz Ackerman, Area Reporter
ackermanjk@ruraltel.net

ADVERTISING
Crystal Rucker - Advertising Sales/Director

crystalr@nwkansas.com

Joe Hayes - Advertising Sales
jhayes@nwkansas.com

BUSINESS OFFICE
Lea Bandy - Circulation Manager

lea@nwkansas.com
Jeanette Applegate  - Bookkeeping & Ad Building

japplegate@nwkansas.com
Evan Barnum - Systems Administrator

support@nwkansas.com

NOR’WEST PRESS
Jim Bowker - General Manager

Richard Westfahl, Lana Westfahl, Judy McKnight

THE COLBY FREE PRESS (USPS 120-920) is published every Monday, Wednesday,
Thursday and Friday, except the day observed for Memorial Day, Independence Day,
Labor Day, Thanksgiving Day, Christmas Day and New Year’s Day, by Haynes Publish-
ing Co., 155 W. Fifth, Colby, Kan., 67701.

PERIODICALS POSTAGE is paid at Colby, Kan. 67701, and at additional mailing
offices. POSTMASTER: Send address changes  to The Colby Free Press, 155 W. Fifth,
Colby, Kan., 67701. THE BUSINESS OFFICE at 155 W. Fifth is open from 8 a.m. to 5:30
p.m. Monday to Friday, closed Saturday and Sunday.  MEMBER OF THE ASSOCIATED
PRESS, which is exclusively entitled to the use for publication of all news credited to it or
not otherwise herein. Member Kansas Press Association, Inland Press Association and
National Newspaper Association. SUBSCRIPTION RATES: In Colby by carrier: 4 months
$40, 8 months $56, 12 months $74. By mail with in Colby and the nine-county region of
Thomas, Sheridan, Decatur, Rawlins, Cheyenne, Sherman, Wallace, Logan and Gove
counties: 4 months $53, 8 months $65, 12 months $82 . Other Kansas counties: 4 months
$60, 8 months $70, 12 months $85. All other states, $85, 12 months.

155 W. Fifth (USPS 120-920)  (785) 462-3963
Colby, Kan. 67701

Nor’West Newspapers
Haynes Publishing Company

John
Van Nostrand

• Line in
   the Dust

Hey, the rich have problems too

Your turn

Tom Cook
Colby
First of all, I don’t know who John Van

Nostrand talked to that have lived here a long
long time, but I am 50 years old and have lived
here my entire life and you only need to back to
October of 97 to find a winter storm with the
same magnitude.

But whenever the last storm was is totally ir-
relevant.

The fact remains, this is western Kansas and
a storm like this can happen at any time and the

Time for a change of leadership
city of Colby should have a plan in place and a
budget to deal with it.

As for asking the citizens if they are willing
to pay more in taxes, well I would say abso-
lutely not since we pay as much or more in taxes
per-capita as any town or city in the state. What
is expected of our officials is to manage the
revenue, budget it accordingly and always plan
for the unexpected.

I would have to ask the city council members,
Carolyn Armstrong, or anyone else involved,
if there are concerns of the cost of removing the

snow, then where do they propose to come up
with the funds to repair all of the damage to all
of the streets in Colby that will show up this
spring due the freezing and thawing of the snow
that was not removed?

This cost could exceed 10 times what it
would have cost to have every available city
employee and piece of equipment out at the
beginning.

In closing I will say in my opinion it’s time
for a change in leadership in Colby.

About those letters . . .
The Free Press encourages and welcomes letters from readers.  Letters should be typewritten, if at all possible, and should
include a telephone number and an address.  Most importantly, all letters must include a signature.  Unsigned letters cannot
be published.  We reserve the right to edit for clarity and length, and, likewise, reserve the right to reject letters deemed to be
of no public interest or considered offensive or libelous.


