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Community benefits from new wind-generating farm

By Ron Wilson
Director of the Huck Boyd
National Institute for Rural
Development at Kansas State
University.

The wind of Kansas. It’s a fact of
life in our state. The wind simply
tends to blow a lot in the center of
the country. Sohow does rural Kan-
sas make that wind an asset? Acom-
munity in western Kansas is har-
nessing that wind in a way that is

beneficial to everyone. Hold on to
yourhat, it’s today’s Kansas Profile.

Ken Domer is the mayor of
Spearville. Ken, who works at the
First National Bank of Spearville,
told me the story.

One day in 2002, Ken was work-
ing late when he got a call from the
news office across the street. They
said, “We’ve got somebody here
who wants to talk about wind farms.
Canyoutalk tohim?” The visitor to
Spearville was a representative of

acompany called EnXCo, whichis
a developer and builder of wind
farms. Kensaid he’d be glad to visit,
but he knew somebody else who
would be even better to talk with.

Ken called Kermit Froetschner, a
landowner and customer of his
bank.

They visited with the EnXCorep-
resentative and things started to
click.

Kermit had been interested in
wind farms for some time, ever

Artist faced success and tragedy

From “ART,” page 4

Rembrandt all of her wealth, but
she included a clause in her will,
stating that if he remarried, the
funds would transfer to Titus. He
painted his beloved wife in loving
memory and he became depressed
and seemed to withdraw from soci-
ety, preferring privacy.

Saskia’s maid stayed on to care
for Titus and in 1649 Rembrandt
painted “Hendrikje Stoffels in
Bed,” soitis presumed that he took
her as his mistress at that time, but
he never married her because he
didn’t want to give up Saskia’s
riches to Titus, who was only eight
at the time.

In 1654 Hendrikje and
Rembrandt had a baby girl who
Rembrandt acknowledged as his.

When Rembrandt was 50, he was
hopelessly in debt and in 1656 the
Orphan’s Chamber of Amsterdam,
transferred the house and grounds
to Titus to protect the child’s future.
The following July, Rembrandt was
declared bankrupt and his furniture
and other belongings were sold.
Miraculously, $35,000 was sal-
vaged for Titus.

Hendrikje and Titus then formed
a partnership in order to sell
Rembrandt’s paintings without the
funds going to creditors. Through
all this Rembrandt began to create
masterpieces such as, “The Man on
Horseback,” that sold to the Na-
tional Gallery of London in 1959 for
$400,000.

Between 1660 to 1669, Rem-
brandt was weak and attimesiill. His

weakness is apparent in his paint-
ing, “St. Matthew and the Angel,”
inwhich the angel is none other than
Titus.Then in 1661 came another
masterpiece, “The Syndics of the
Draper’s Guild.” It depicts the
staclmeesters, who were examiners
and controllers of cloth. This paint-
ing is thought to be his last tribute
before his death.

After the program a business
meeting was called to order by club
president, Marlene Carpenter. Trea-
surer, Bev Kern, announced that she
had the books that were donated to
the club by Lillie Plummer, and,
since club members have some of
the same books, she was thinking
about donating them to the library;
however, she didn’t want to donate
them to the library if they were just
going to sell them at a book sale.
Members voted to have Kern visit
with the librarian about the problem
and report back at the next meeting.

Kern said she had not yet heard
back from artist, Duane Taylor, who
she had contacted about giving a
workshop in Colby and that she was
wondering where would be the best
placetohave the workshopifhe did
call back. It was voted that she see
about renting activity room 2 and
the kitchen in the community build-
ing.

Brown, chairman of the “June Art
Jubilee,” made a list of the sug-
gested stores that the club would ask
to participate. She will notify these
downtown merchants by the end of
January.

Carpenter discussed the work-
shop in Goodland on “Pricing

Authorities build case
in disappearance

ARKANSASCITY (AP) — Au-
thorities in this southeast Kansas
town worked Wednesday to build a
case against a county inmate who
might be linked to the disappear-
ance of a college student whose car
was dredged from a nearby lake —
and who allegedly stalked members
of the woman’s dance team.

“Itis justscary. It could have hap-
pened toany one of us,” said Ashley
Cochran, a member of the Cowley
College dance team who said she
had been followed.

On Tuesday, authorities search-
ing for Jodi Sanderholm, 19, found
a female body and a car belonging
to the dancer. Police were withhold-
ing confirmation of the body’s iden-
tity pending results of an autopsy at
a Wichita forensic center.

But a funeral home director in
Arkansas City confirmed to The
Wichita Eagle on Wednesday that
the body was that of Sanderholm
and that her family has completed
funeral arrangements.

Brandon Welch, of Rindt-
Erdman Funeral Home, told the
newspaper the death certificate lists
Tuesday as the day of Sanderholm’s
death “because that’s the day she
was found.”

On Friday, the day Sanderholm
disappeared, one woman told mem-
bers of the Cowley College dance
team she was being stalked by a
man who worked at a Subway res-
taurant in Arkansas City, a town of
about 11,600 people just north of
the Oklahoma line and about 46
miles south of Wichita.

“Jodi was real concerned about
that. He is justcrazy,” Cochran said.

But Sanderholm’s concern was
for the other women, and she ex-
pressed no fear at that time for her
own safety, Cochran said.

Sanderholm was last seen at a
Subway restaurant around 1 p.m. on
Friday.

Rama Peroo, spokesman for
Cowley College, said Wednesday
that the school was not aware of the
stalking allegations until hearing it
on the news this week.

At the Ark City Dance studio,
where Sanderholm worked and
taught, owner Terri Schroeder said
she wasn’t taken any special pre-
cautions. “Not yet. We are still in
regrouping,” Schroeder said.

Cowley County District Attorney
Christopher Smith said Wednesday
no decision has been made yet as to
what charges would be filed against

“a known suspect” who was being
held on unrelated charges. Kansas
Attorney General Paul Morrison’s
office has agreed to assist in the
case.

Morrison spokeswoman Ashley
Anstaett said Wednesday itcould be
days before charges are filed.

Inanewsrelease issued Wednes-
day morning, Arkansas City police
said the department was following
up on information “that another in-
dividual and/or individuals may
have also been involved in”
Sanderholm’s disappearance. The
statement did not elaborate, and
police refused to comment further.

Sanderholm’s car was found at
the bottom of the Cowley State
Fishing Lake, and a woman’s body
was found about eight miles away.
Divers spent Tuesday searching at
the 84-acre lake on U.S. 166 about
15 miles east of downtown Arkan-
sas City.

Alexis Swartzell, a former girl-
friend of the man the dancers said
had been following them, filed a
petition for an order of protection
Monday in Cowley County District
Court, saying he had been stalking
her and her 5-year-old daughter
since Jan. 1.

“I.cannot go anywhere alone. He
always finds me,” she wrote in the
petition.

She alleged that he would sit out-
side the homes of family members
forhours and would frequently send
her electronic text messages.

BriannaBranine, amember ofthe
Cowley College dance team, said
team members were hard-hit by
news that a body was found.

Branine said other dancers had
been stalked, but she wasn’t one of
them.

Nearly 200 people gathered
Tuesday night outside the Ark City
Dance studio for a prayer vigil.

“The hope that Jodi is safe has
grown quite dim,” said the Rev.
Mark Boxman, pastor at Redeemer
Lutheran Church in Arkansas City.

Police said Sanderholm’s family
did not want to speak to the media.

For recycling
information
in Thomas

County
Call
785-426-7482

“Your Artwork™ and the members
voted not to participate. Carpenter
remindedmembers about the oil
painting class that was going to be
offered at the college this semester
on Wednesday nights. Some of the
ladies were interested in taking this
class.

The next meeting will be Feb. 13
with Carpenter giving the program
and Ruth Hughes serving as host-
ess. The meetings are held in the
Methodist Church and all artists are
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since the windmill farm had been
installed at Montezuma, Kansas.
Kermit had been pointing out to
utility companies that Spearville
had a substation, transmission lines,
and level ground - all key compo-
nents of wind farm locations. But
when the investment tax credits for
wind farm investments ran out, in-
terest faded. Those tax credits were
reinstituted a couple years later,
however, and interest started grow-
ing again in 2004.

Kansas City Powerand Light was
working with EnXCo and was con-
sidering several sites for a wind
farm. In December 2005 came the
announcement: Spearville had been
selected as the location for this new
100 megawatt wind farm.

By October 2006, the wind farm
was up and operating. The project
will include 67 windmill towers,
each generating about 1.5 mega-
watts of power, spread over 5,000
acres. These wind turbines are a far
cry from your grandfather’s wind-
mill. They consistof a giant column
and a three-bladed fan mounted at
the top. When measured to the tip

of a fully extended blade, each
structure is 389 feet tall.

I'spotted these structures recently
while driving to Dodge City, and
they are a sight to see. More impor-
tantly, this wind farm will be able to
generate enough electricity for
33,000 homes.

This seems to be a win-win situ-
ation. Consumers benefit from a
clean, constantly renewable source
of energy. The landowners benefit
from the additional income they
receive at virtually no expense. The
company benefits from diversify-
ing its supply sources, and the en-
vironment benefits because oil or
coal are not being consumed in the
process.

Wind farms have been a signifi-
cant concern in the scenic Flint
Hills, but the director of the
Audubon Society in Kansas has
been quoted as praising the
Spearville project. He points out
that the Spearville location does not
interfere with key wildlife habitats.

The Kansas City Power and Light
CEO has been quoted as saying,
“Spearville is an ideal location for

this facility because it offers strong
wind resources, meets our environ-
mental guidelines, and has the sup-
portoflandowners and the commu-
nity.”

KenDomersays, “Ithink it’s just
a wonderful thing to happen to
Spearville.”

Kermit Froeschner says, “It took
alot of work butit’s a good thing.”
When asked if there is any down-
side, he said, “Well, sometimes I
catch myself trying to count the
revolutions and I run off the road.”

I’m excited to find a new energy
source in rural Kansas, near
Spearville, population 817 people.
Now, that’s rural.

The wind of Kansas. It’s a fact of
life in our state, but I'm pleased to
find this community is harnessing
that wind in such a beneficial way.
We commend Ken Domer, Kermit
Froeschner, and all those involved
with the Spearville wind farm for
making a difference with this
project. So how do we find a solu-
tion for our nation’s energy needs?
Part of the answer, my friend, is
blowin’ in the wind.

BUSINESS
DIRECTORY

To have your ad placed in the Business Directory call Joe or Crystal today at 462-3963.

Lunch Specials

Dinner Specials

Buy 3 lunches and get
one appitizer FREE!

Buy 3 dinners and get
one dinner FREE!

( EVERY SUNDAY...BUFFET 11-2 )

HONG

DINE-IN, CARRY OUT & DELIVERY AVAILABLE!

1745 W. 4th, Colby, KS ~ 785-462-7722

KONG

New Patients Welcome

FAMILY DENTAL

ES
24  CARE
- . The Latest Technology and Most
Opgv® Complete Care Available!

* Root Canals - Orthodontics
 Implants - Wisdom Tooth Surgery

No Referral Necessary ~ Financing Avail.

1690 W. 4th St., Colby ~ 785-460-3999
Toll Free: 1-866-305-3999

NEW SYSTEM

PROFESSIONAL WINDOW CLEANING

785-462-6995

www.MyWindowCleaner.net

Chris and Beth Lewon
650 N Grant
We do windows! - Free Estimates

Complete Professional Window Cleaning
at Affordable Prices ~
Serving Colby since 1992!

W Check out

~\ R‘
David L. Browne llI
550 N Franklin Ave

FARM BUREAU FINANCIAL SERVICES

%! our low rates.

Call today for your free, no-obligation quote.

h=s

Colby
(785) 462-3388

Auto Home Life Annuities College Retirement

Farm Bureau Life Insurance Company'/West Des Moines, IA. Farm Bureau Mutual Insurance Company'/West Des Moines, IA.
*Companies of Farm Bureau Financial Services © 2005 FBL Financial Group, Inc. 419

www.fbfs.com

Come seé us
at our new
Jocation!

1055 Taylor Ave, Colby
785-460-3700

LIFE SUPPORT FOR TECHNOLOGY

www.ntronic.net
info@ntronic.net

ROOFMASTERS

Your Local Roofing Contractor
425 East Hill, Colby, KS
Licensed - Bonded - Insured

RESIDENTIAL
Tamko Shingles
GAF Shingles
Wood Shingles
Metal Roofs

COMMERCIAL
Rubber Single Ply
White TPO Single Ply
Built Up Systems
Modified Systems

1-800-536-6642
1-785-462-6642

FREE ESTIMATES

Elastomeric Rubber Coating For Metal Roofs
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S-HAR

Hours:
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930 S. Range
\Colby, Kansas 67701

v EPhone: 785-460-0828

M-F: 8-5:50;

Sat: 8-4:30

Fax: 785-460-0829
Cell: 785-443-1082J

» Tree Removal & Trimming - Full Insured - Careful & Prompt
Service - Late Model Bucket Truck - Free Estimates!

Your One Stop Remodeling Shop!
e Kitchen Cabinets ¢ Vanities ® Sinks
¢ Faucets  Countertops & Much More
® Design & Installation Service
NEW HOURS - M-W-F 10am - 5:30 pm
Saturday Appointments Welcome!
785-460-1100 - Southwind Plaza - Colby, Kansas

Kitchen
& Bath
SHOWROOM

Sales & Service Since 1984

Colby
Sew & Vac

SEBO essential © - Series

*Hospital Grade Hepa Filtration

System *Made in Germany!
e Lifetime warranty on Belts

Sales ¢ Service

Southwind Plaza
785-460-1900

Hours: 9 a.m.-5:30 p.m.
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Durable,

Versatile,
and Powerful.

Pure
Parfarmance
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YLK
155 W. 4th, Colby, KS 67701 P4 >’W}n CALL IN OR FAX YOUR INTERNET
Phone: 785.462.6999 RN T o QUOTES AND OTHER ADS!
Fax: 785-460-0852 4 - 2 WE CAN BOOK THEM FOR YOU
Toll Free: 1.888.690.7077 A ,’ ol WITH LOCAL, CARING SERVICE!!
AKX §;<4
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VACATION SPECIALS gon Vovions MU I RMIEVL]
LAS VEGAS Air&Hotel | $250 | 4|
DISNEY WORLD  Park Passes, Air & Hotel | $505 3: BOOK HOLIDAY
MEXICO Air & Hotel | s$soo b3 TRAVEL NOW!
CARIBBEAN CRUISE Cruise &Air | $1.060 | 5!
ALASKAN CRUISE CYRSYVRRINT RN BN Call for Bus Tours Schedules.
HAWAII Air&Hotel i $740 3! . -
LONDON, ENGLAND Air&Hotel | $700 | 3! Allspecials may be for specific dates
AMTRAK EXPLORE AMERICA 3P s{g{&g iMax 45 and are subject to availability
(2 it

Residential roofs

Flat & Low-Sloped Roofs
Metal Retro-Fit

Energy Efficient Roofing Solutions

Free EsTiMATES

Jeff Dreiling - Sales
(785) 443-0819

Murray Roofing & Construction

Residential & Commercial
(785) 462-6908

Vinyl & Steel Siding
Decks & Patios

Wood & Vinyl Fencing
Soffit & Fascia

Free EsTIMATES

Jim Murray - Owner
(785) 443-1339




