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Bridge

   Famous Hand
 How would you like to be in six hearts on this

deal, after West leads a trump?
Not much, you’d probably say, but when

Giorgio Belladonna, the great Italian star,
played the hand in the 1969 world champion-
ship, he wound up making the slam. Not only
that, but it turned out that there was no way to
stop him!

 Belladonna started with three rounds of
trumps and four rounds of spades, discarding
a diamond from dummy to produce the follow-
ing position:

North
[H] Q
[D] A 6
[C] Q 10 4
West
[D] K J 8 7
[C] K 7
East
[D] 9 5 4
[C] J 9 6
South
[H] J
[D] Q 10
[C] A 8 5
 He now led the ace and another club.

West won with the king and had to return a
diamond from his K-J-8-7, permitting Bel-
ladonna to avoid a diamond loser and so
make the slam.

Observe that it would not have helped
West to drop his king of clubs on the ace in
order to avoid being endplayed. Had he
done that, Belladonna would surely have
found the winning countermeasure.

 He would have taken the next club with
dummy’s queen and then played the ace and
another diamond, saddling West with the
lead. West’s forced diamond return would
have handed Belladonna a ruff-and-      dis-
card, and the improbable slam would have
come home.

    (c)2007 King Features Syndicate Inc.
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This is a logic-based
number placement puz-
zle. The goal is to enter
a number, 1-9, in each
cell in which each row,
column and 3x3 region
must contain only one
instance of each nu-
meral. The solution to
today’s Sudoku puzzle
is right.
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Conceptis Sudoku by Dave Green

Difficulty Level 1/15
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Tod the Dinosaur • Patrick Roberts


