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year as coach of the team.

JOHN VAN NOSTRAND/Colby Free Press

Colby High boy’s basketball coach Beau Sheets instructed his team during a timeout Thursday
in Colby’s loss to Scott City in the first round of the Orange and Black Classic. This is Sheets’first

Farmers planting more corn

to feed ethanol industry

TOLEDO, Ohio (AP) — Grow-
ing cotton is a family tradition on
Webb Bozeman’s farm in central
Mississippi. But not this year.

Inspired by soaring demand for
corn to feed the growing ethanol
industry, Bozemanis joining alarge
number of farmers across the coun-
try who will plant corn instead of
soybeans, wheat and cotton.

Some in the Midwest are ending
their longtime practice of rotating
plantings of soybeans one year and
corn the next, opting to grow corn
in consecutive years. Livestock
farmers are turning pastures into
cornfields.

“We have farmers half-joking
about planting corn in their front
yards,” said Matt Roberts, an agri-
cultural economist at Ohio State
University. “Alotof farmers see this
as an opportunity to have a very
good year.”

Prices for corn are up to $3.40 a
bushel and projected to approach
$4, reaching highs not seen in the
last decade. At least 6 million to 8
million more acres of corn will be
needed to supply ethanol plants,
analysts say.

Ethanol productionis expected to
double as new plants are being built
to turn corn into the gasoline addi-
tive, from around 5 billion gallons
now to 11 billion gallons, according
to industry estimates.

Private investments in ethanol
plants have soared in the last year
as government leaders have called
for more production of renewable
fuels.

That made the decision to go with
corn easy, said Bozeman, who will
plant about 3,500 acres on his farm
near Flora where his father and
grandfather have grown cotton for
years.

“Mississippi is not known for its
grain production; it’s a cotton
state,” he said. “Butiftraditionisn’t
profitable, you’ve gotto changeit.”

Farmers in the Midwest may be
able to make $50 more per acre by
going with corn instead soybeans,
Roberts said. “That’s a tremendous
difference,” he said. “We have alot
of operators who are going to re-
move soybeans from their rota-
tion.”

Farmers considering planting
continuous years of corn could face
pest problems and increased costs
for fertilizer and seed, said Bruce
Erickson, a Purdue University ag-
ricultural economist.

And those fields tend to produce
less each year. That’s why most
farmers rotate their crops to main-
tain nutrients in the soil and stop
insects and weeds.
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Mississippiis
not known for its
grain production;
it’s a cotton state.
But if tradition isn’t
profitable, you’ve
got to change it.”

Webb Bozeman,
Mississippi farmer

“Most scientific research shows
al0percentdropinyield whenyou
plant corn on corn,” Erickson said.

In Louisiana, the number of acres
devoted to corn likely will double
and could triple, said David Bollich,
agrain marketing specialist with the
Louisiana Farm Bureau.

“All you see is more and more
ethanol production,” he said. “Ev-
erybody wants to get into corn this
year, some who have never planted
it before.”

Corn prices are so high, though,
that it will cost chicken and pork
producers more to feed their ani-
mals, and that could end up increas-
ing prices at grocery stores.

Jim Harper, who grows cotton,
rice and sugar cane near Alexandria,
La., said he should make $150 more
peracre by growing cornrather than
cotton if he has a good crop.

That has him thinking about not
planning any cotton for the first
time in 30 years. “It’s just a better
income opportunity,” he said.

Buthe wonders what will happen
to cotton gins and their workers if
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i Transportation Vanﬁ

Hours: 8 am to 4 pm
ﬁ Days: Monday - Friday

Phone:
i 460-2901 (8 am-12:30 pm)
443-9208 (12:30 pm - 4 pm)

If possible call for Reser- ﬁ
vations by 11 am the pre-
vious business day. Pro-
vided to Colby, Brewster,
Gem, Menlo, Rexford
and a Portion of Oakley
as needed. m
“This Project Funded in
i Part by the KDOT §
Public Transit Program”

mRE RS ra T

TRY AD ATE
$9.45 for the first 15 words & 55¢
each additional word (per week).

Your ad will run 1 time in the
Advocate and 1 week in the sister

farmers pick corn over cotton. “If
you don’t have a supply, the gins
will close,” he said.

Business is booming for the mak-
ers of corn planters and storage bins.
Farmers have a shorter window to
plant corn than other crops so the
rush to get it in the ground will be
greater this year. And because corn
produces more bushels per acre
than soybeans, some farmers are
anticipating a shortage of storage
space.
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Jan. 19th - Jan. 25th
THIS WEEK ONLY
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THE PURSUIT OF HAPPYNESS

PG-13 2 hours

Friday 7:00 & 9:10
Saturday 4:00 & 7:00 & 9:10
Sunday 4:00 & 7:00
Monday - Thursday 7:00

BLOOD DIAMOND

R 2 hours, 25 min.

Friday 7:00 & 9:35
Saturday 4:00 & 7:00 & 9:35
Sunday 4:00 & 7:00
Monday - Thursday 7:00
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460-9600 + colbycinema.com

Kansas to push for biodefense plant

LAWRENCE (AP) — Kansas
officials are coordinating a plan to
bring amultimillion dollar National
Bio and Agro-Defense Facility to
the state.

State officials were expected to
introduce a team of Kansas politi-
cal leaders next month that will co-
ordinate the effort, said Tom
Thornton, president and chief ex-
ecutive officer of the Kansas Bio-
science Authority. The group likely
will include former U.S. Agricul-
ture Secretary Dan Glickman and
former Gov. John Carlin.

Five months ago, the U.S. De-
partment of Homeland Security re-
leased a list of 18 sites in 11 states

that could compete for the facility,
which would employ about 250 sci-
entists in a 500,000-square-foot,
$451-million plant that includes a
Biosafety Level 4 laboratory, the
highest level.

The Kansas sites on the list are in
Manhattan and in Leavenworth
County near the U.S. Disciplinary
Barracks at Fort Leavenworth.

The lab’s mission would include
improving efforts to fight foreign
animal diseases and animal dis-
eases that can infect humans. It
would be operated by U.S. Home-
land Security, Agriculture and
Health and Human Services depart-
ments.

Federal, state and local officials,
including Gov. Kathleen Sebelius,
U.S. Sen. Pat Roberts, R-Kan., and
U.S. Rep. Nancy Boyda, D-Kan.,
have already expressed support for
the effort.

Last week, Roberts’ office
brought Agriculture Department
officials to Kansas to tour the new
Biosecurity Research Institute in
Manhattan.

“Competition across the country
for this facility is intense,” said
Roberts, who noted that Kansas’
qualifications include expertise in
animal health sciences at Kansas
State University and the animal
health companies in Kansas City.
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Taste of Home
Cooking School
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February 20, 2007

6:30 p.m. Mountain Time
% Doors open at 5 p.m.

$8 per person

Max Jones Fieldhouse
13th & Arcade, Goodland, Kan.
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Tickets also available at The Saint Francis
v Herald, Colby Free Press, The Norton Tele-
B gram, The Oberlin Herald and Western
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Star-News

For tickets, please send a self addressed stamp envelope
to Goodland Star-News at 1205 Main, Goodland, Kans,
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VISIT HOXIE!!

Hoxie Business Directory

Advertising pays!!
Give Joe Hayes a call TODAY!! 462-3963
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The Road to Wellness in Narthwvest Kansas

SHERIDAN COUNTY HEALTH COMPLEX

e Hospital ® Hoxie Medical Clinic
e Long Term Care Center ® Assisted Living

Hoxie Medical Clinic
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[ Hoxie Office Supply )

Helping Your Office Run S”moo”thly!

We have all this and much more:

* Scrapbooking  Computer Supplies * File Cabinets

e Office Chairs © Everyday Office Supplies » Gift Ideas

3 e Shredders ® Ink & Toner Cartridges

» 820 Main St. ~ Hoxie, KS
785-675-9999 ~ Toll Free: 1-866-478-9999 )

paper of your choice.
ADS MUST BE IN THE OFFICE BY 12:00
NOON ON FRIDAY.

DISPLAY (box) AD DEADLINE FOR FREE
PRESS IS 3:00 P.M. TWO DAYS BEFORE
AD RUNS. Display Rate: $7.15 per
column inch. COUNTRY ADVOCATE
DEADLINE IS NOON ON FRIDAY.

462-3963

are as follows:

1-2 days
3-4 days

25¢*/word
18¢/word
17¢/word
10-14 days 16¢/word
Monthly (tfn) 15¢/word
(*Price reflects 15 word minimum ad. Ads must
be in our office by 12:00 noon the day before.
In case of error, call us the FIRST day your ad
runs since we will not be responsible for er-
rors after the first day/week.

5-9 days

John France M.D. - Kaylee Watkins, ARNP-C

785-675-3018
826 18th ~ Hoxie, KS

Selden Community Clinic
Kaylee Watkins, ARNP-C - OPEN WEDNESDAYS!!

785-386-4380
112 N. Kansas ~ Selden, KS

1ER BUILT TRAIL

A\ £,
¥ 170,Exite3 A
Grainfield, KS 67737

BEST PRICES,
BEST SERVICE,
BAR NONE!

PJ & Loadtrail Flatbeds * PJ Tiltbed & Dump Trailers
Travalong & Titan Horse & Stock Trailers
Atchison Hay Trailers * Doolittle Cargo Trailers
Pronghorn Truck Beds

MIKE & JANET BAINTER 785-673-5100




