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Bridge

 Famous Hand
Odd things happen, even in national

championships. For example, take this deal
played in the Vanderbilt Teams.

The four players at the table were all well-
known Life Masters. The bidding was not
letter-perfect, but it often isn’t under the
stress of competition.

 North was a player who seldom passed
when it was his turn to bid, and he elected
to open one club.

East-West were no shrinking violets ei-
ther, and they quickly reached four spades
(which probably would have gone down
one).

South was now faced with a difficult
problem.

After great thought, he bid five diamonds
— which East, of course, doubled — and
everyone passed.

West led the king of clubs and continued
with the ace, East discarding a heart. West
then shifted to a spade.

Declarer took dummy’s ace and returned
the ten of diamonds, covered by the king
and ace. He then crossed to the ace of hearts
and led the nine of diamonds, covered by
East’s jack and South’s queen.

Six tricks had been played, and South had
won four of them.

At this point, East turned to declarer,
showed him his cards and said matter-of-
factly, “I think the rest are mine.”

And so they were. East had the 7-6-5 of
diamonds and K-Q-J-3 of spades. What-
ever declarer led next, East would win the
trick with a trump and cash the 7-6 of dia-
monds and four spades to defeat the con-
tract seven tricks — 2,000 points!

 Of course, South could have saved a
bushel of points had he not persisted with
trump leads.

Instead, he should have tried to score his
low trumps and save what he could from the
wreck. If he had, though, this column fea-
turing a 2,000-point penalty would never
have been written.

 Tomorrow: Let’s not rock the boat.
 (c)2007 King Features Syndicate Inc.
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Mother Goose and Grimm • Mike Peters

Baby Blues • Rick Kirkman & Jerry Scott

This is a logic-based
number placement puz-
zle. The goal is to enter
a number, 1-9, in each
cell in which each row,
column and 3x3 region
must contain only one
instance of each nu-
meral. The solution to
today’s Sudoku puzzle
is right.
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Conceptis Sudoku by Dave Green
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Tod the Dinosaur • Patrick Roberts
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