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Bridge

   Famous Hand

This deal occurred in Stockholm, Swe-
den, during the 1983 world championship
match between Italy and the United States.

The U.S. won the match by a very slim
margin, despite exceptionally fine play on
this deal by the Italian declarer, Arturo
Franco. Three notrump would have been
much easier to make, but Franco reached
five clubs instead on the sequence shown.

Making five clubs appears to be an im-
possible task, since declarer seems destined
to lose a heart, a club and a diamond. But
Franco managed the feat nevertheless.

  He won the opening spade lead with the
king and immediately returned a diamond,
playing low from dummy on the assump-
tion that East almost certainly had the ace.
East won with the jack and returned a spade
to dummy’s ace.

Franco now ruffed a low diamond, led a
trump to the ace and ruffed another low
diamond, felling East’s ace. He then cashed
the K-A of hearts and king of diamonds,
discarding a heart from his hand.

All these maneuvers were not without
purpose. Franco next put West on lead by
playing a trump, and poor West found him-
self at the end of his rope. He was forced to
return either a spade or a diamond, hand-
ing declarer a ruff-and-discard, so Franco
never lost a heart trick, and the contract was
made.

The hand demonstrates once again how
a diligent declarer can sometimes salvage
what seems to be a hopeless contract. Three
losers appear certain at the start, but de-
clarer first utilizes the knowledge acquired
from the bidding, and then visualizes a dis-
tribution of the adverse cards that will al-
low him to escape one of the losers.

In the present case, after taking the proper
preliminary steps, declarer plays a low
trump at trick 10 and hopes that the de-
fender who wins it does not have a heart to
return. As it happens, this hope material-
izes.
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Mother Goose and Grimm • Mike Peters

Baby Blues • Rick Kirkman & Jerry Scott

This is a logic-based
number placement puz-
zle. The goal is to enter
a number, 1-9, in each
cell in which each row,
column and 3x3 region
must contain only one
instance of each nu-
meral. The solution to
today’s Sudoku puzzle
is right.

Tod the Dinosaur • Patrick Roberts
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Conceptis Sudoku by Dave Green
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