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A law’s intentions
is starting to show

From The Emporia Gazette

Call it good news.

Only 168 seizures of methamphetamine-related materials
— labs, supplies and equipment — were reported by Kansas
law officers in 2006.

That “only” is in there because the figure for 2005 was 390.
In 2004, there were 634 seizures. Assuming that law offic-
ers have not eased their efforts to beat back the meth epidemic
and that meth makers have gotten no craftier, the figures in-
dicate that the manufacture of meth in Kansas has been re-
duced by about two-thirds in three years.

KBI Director Larry Welch told The Associated Press that
part of the reason for the drop in meth manufacturing in the
state was the Sheriff Matt Samuels Chemical Control Act,
passed by the Legislature in 2005. The law, named for the
Greenwood County sheriff who was killed in araid on a meth
lab, placed tight controls on the sale of common over-the-
counter medicines that are used to make meth.Itis good that
a law named to honor Samuels has had such a profound ef-
fect on the safety and well-being of the people of Kansas.

But meth has not been eradicated in Kansas. Of last year’s
seizures, 77 were dump sites — places where the remains of
meth labs were abandoned after the drug had already been
made and distributed. That means that some labs are still op-
erating successfully in the state. And those labs are not the
biggest problem.

Welch said that shutting down Kansas labs allows law en-
forcement to focus more on an even bigger problem ship-
ments of meth from Mexico, which, he estimates, supplies
80 percent of the drug sold in the state.

Drug labs are easier to spot than drug smugglers. Metham-
phetamine will continue to be a problem for the people of
Kansas for years to come.But there is little question that the
problem would be worse if not for the Samuels law.

It is doing what it was intended to do.

The Best Of
Don’t worry,

we have more

If you know of others who want to fill out our Best of Thomas
County survey that was in Friday’s paper, but don’thave another copy
of Friday’s paper we have more at the office.

Remember, photocopied entries will not be accepted. Please re-
turn the surveys to the office by Feb. 20. We’ll need some time to
tabulate all the winners and go through the comments.

Entries can be mailed to us at Colby Free Press, 155 W. Fifth St.,
Colby, Kan. 67701. Or they can be left at the office.

Comments to any opinions expressed on this page are encouraged.
Mail them to the Colby Free Press, 155 W. 5th St., Colby, Kan., 67701.
Or e-mail jvannostrand@nwkansas.com or pdecker@nw
kansas.com. Opinions do not necessarily reflect the Free Press.
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THE GLOBAL WARMING THREAT FROM IRAN AND NORTH KOREA...

Owners did the right thing

A week ago, I was saddened to hear that
Barbaro, the 2006 winner of the Kentucky Derby,
was euthanized after an eight-month ordeal af-
ter breaking his leg in the Preakness.

Being a horse lover, how could I not be?

And ironically enough, his broken leg had
healed. What led his owners and vet to the deci-
sion to put the colt down was the fact he had an
abscess in the hoof of the leg he had broken (the
right hind leg) and had developed a case of
laminitis in his front feet.

Laminitis is a dangerous, debilitating and
sometimes fatal degenerative hoof disease in
horses. Itis acondition where the hoof separates
from the coffin bone — the bone that gives the
hoof its shape and supports the weight of the
horse.

If caught quickly, itcan be treated, and in some
cases, reversed. Butin advanced cases, often the
only solution is a horse be euthanized.

Since the whole thing began, I’ ve heard people
complain about how so much effort was putinto
saving the life of a horse — an animal.

Well, animals can’t exactly take care of them-
selves when they get hurt, can they?

The horse’s owners obviously thoughtenough
of their colt to try and save his life, and not just
because of his potential value as a sire. Even if
Barbaro had been saved, there was no guarantee
hisleg would have healed well enough for breed-
ing purposes, and even if he had survived, they
probably would not have wanted to risk him in
that fashion.

And I’ve also heard people call the colt’s
“struggle” “gallant.”

The colt didn’t really struggle at all. He was
justahorse. But what was gallant was the efforts
of his owners and the vet staff at the University
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of Pennsylvania’s New Bolton Center.

Barbaro’s behavior during the last eight
months of his life was a testament to his breed-
ing, handling and training. Only a horse that was
handled and trained well could have responded
the way Barbaro did.

Though the colt is gone, there is now room
for change in the racing industry and I, for one,
am grateful for that.

By the end of the year, California is requir-
ing that all its tracks install a synthetic surface
to help cut down on equine injuries. Several
tracks have the surface, and the numbers of in-
juries and fatalities have already gone down.

A fund was started — the Barbaro Fund, for
research into finding the causes and a treatment
for laminitis that will benefit all horses, and not
just Thoroughbreds.

Barbaro also proved horses with bad breaks
can be treated, and possibly saved from their
injuries, if a way can be found to prevent lamini-
tis, which he developed because of uneven
weight distribution on his other three legs.

And the colt’s owners have something else to
turn their attention to now.

A half-brother to the colt, Man in Havana, is
intraining and may be entered in the Kentucky
Derby.

“

A yearling full brother to Barbaro will begin
training this spring.

Barbaro’s dam, La Ville Rouge, the mother
of Man in Havana, also, is carrying a full
brother to Barbaro, which will be foaled this
spring. And after that coltis born, the mare will
be bred back to Dynaformer, Barbaro’s sire.

I'know some could ask the question — why
would they want to risk these related animals
on the track? The answer is the bottom line, it
is a business, just like anything else.

These animals, as much as I hate to admit it,
would not have a real purpose if they weren’t
bred to race. Their expensive existence has to
be justified somehow.

The racing industry is starting to realize it
needs to take better care of its reason for being,
and itis an industry that has been around since
the beginning of the United States. It started as
an amusement with short-distance races that
gave us the American Quarter Horse, and has
evolved into what it is today.

Thoroughbreds are a 300-year-old breed that
originated by breeding Arabian stallions to
English mares, and has been further refined
over the years.

The breed carries an ancient legacy in its
blood, and the hopes and dreams of owners on
their backs.

Ithink Barbaro’s owners did the right thing,
in trying to first save the colt, and the decision
to end his life.

Because animals can’t make such decisions
for themselves.
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Tisha Coxis a general assignment reporter/
photographer for the Free Press. Her column
appears on Mondays. tcox@nwkansas.com.

Senate bill review

SB 14: Methamphetamine Registry: The bill
requires offenders convicted of unlawful manu-
facture or attempted manufacture of metham-
phetamine, distribution or trafficking of meth-
amphetamine, and offenders convicted of pos-
session of the chemicals used to produce meth
with the intent to use the product to manufacture
methamphetamine, to register.

The bill also would require the offender to pay
afee forregistration on the Kansas offenderreg-
istry and clarifies the money collected from the
statutory fee would remain in the sherift’s office
in the county in which it was collected to offset
costs of the office registering the offenders. SB
14 passed the Senate 39-0.

SB 65: Satellite Voting for all Counties: Cur-
rently, law restricts satellite voting places to
counties with populations exceeding 250,000
(Sedgwick and Johnson counties). This bill
would expand to all counties the ability to des-
ignate places other than the central county elec-
tions office as satellite advance voting site. SB
65 passed the Senate 40-0.

SB 18: Uniform Child Abduction Prevention
Act: Enacts the Uniform Child Abduction Pre-
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vention Act (UCAPA) and provides the courts
with guidelines to follow during custody dis-
putes and divorce proceedings.

The main purpose is to help courts identify
families which have children who are at risk for
abduction and provide measures to help prevent
their kidnap. These measures include travel re-
strictions, a prohibition against removing the
child from this state, restrictions on the child’s
passport, and restrictions on custody or visita-
tion. If a judge finds a credible risk of imminent
abduction, the court may issue a warrant to take
physical custody of the child. SB 18 passed the
Senate 40 to 0.

SB 66: Extension of Lottery: Extends the lot-
tery in perpetuity and does away with the sun-

set clause eliminating the need for legislators
to have to act to continue its existence. Also,
because games are electronically connected to
the Kansas Lottery, the need to attain and dis-
play the lottery retail certificate was also elimi-
nated. SB 66 passed the Senate 36-4.

SB 69: School Finance Fix: Specifically, the
bill would lower the maximum percentage of
Local Option Budget (LOB), required in order
for school districts to access the cost-of-living
weighting or the declining enrollment weight-
ing, to 25 percent. SB 69 passed the Senate 39-
1.

OUT OF COMMITTEE:

SB 37: Smoking Ban: The Senate Judiciary
passed out of committee without recommen-
dation a proposed smoking ban. An additional
amendment allowing county commissioners to
optout of the smoking ban, subject to a protest
petition for 30 days. If a county does opt out, a
municipality within that county can enact a
smoking ban if their regulations are more strin-
gent than the state law. Also included in the ar-
eas exempt from the ban are freight and pas-
senger trains and commercial trucks.

About those letters...

The Free Press encourages and welcomes letters from readers. Letters should be typewritten, if
at all possible, and should include a telephone number and an address. Most importantly, all
letters must include a signature. Unsigned letters cannot be published. We reserve the right to
edit for clarity and length, and, likewise, reserve the right to reject letters deemed to be of no
public interest or considered offensive or libelous.
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