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Crossword

Beetle Bailey • Mort Walker

Zits • Jim Borgman & Jerry Scott

Hagar the Horrible • Chris Browne

Sally Forth • Greg Howard

Blondie • Chic Young

Cryptoquip

Family Circus • Bill Keane

Assume you’re West and lead a heart against
three notrump. East plays the ace and returns the
jack, which wins, and then shifts to a diamond.
You cover South’s jack with the queen, taken by
dummy’s king, and declarer then forces out your
ace of clubs. If you now cash the king of hearts,
South makes three notrump; if you don’t, he
makes four notrump.

Too late you realize that if you had overtaken
partner’s jack of hearts with the king and returned
the ten, South would have gone down one. The
question that arises, therefore, is whether you
should have made that play, aware that in the pro-
cess you would establish declarer’s queen as a
trick that he could not otherwise get.

 The answer is yes. For his two-notrump bid,
South is virtually certain to have the A-Q of spades
and ace of diamonds, as well as the queen of hearts
he is already known to hold by virtue of East’s jack
return.

However, this translates into only six tricks for
declarer. Even if you give him a free heart trick
by overtaking East’s jack, he won’t have enough
tricks to make three notrump without establish-
ing dummy’s clubs. By overtaking the heart jack
at trick two, you can thus ensure getting four heart
tricks and a club before South can score nine tricks
— and who could ask for anything more?

 It is true that if East started with the A-J-x of
hearts, overtaking the jack would cost you a trick
and maybe make you feel a bit foolish. But your
primary duty as a defender is to beat the contract,
and that consideration always supersedes the
question of whether declarer goes down one or
two.

Since one way you’re certain to defeat the con-
tract, while the other way you might or might not
defeat it, overtaking the jack of hearts with the
king at trick two is clearly the correct play.

Most players are familiar with the Bath Coup,
even though they might not know the technical name
for the play. It gets this name because the play is said
to have originated in the resort town of Bath, in
England.

  Consider this deal where West leads the king of
hearts. If South knows his way around a bridge table,
he plays the four on the king, hoping West will con-
tinue the suit and hand him an extra heart trick. The
duck of the king, holding A-J-x, is called a Bath
Coup.

However, if West is familiar with this holdup play,
he will switch to a different suit after East plays the
discouraging deuce of hearts on the king. It is here
that declarer must be careful not to dissipate his
advantage.

Let’s say West shifts to a club at trick two. South
cannot afford to finesse, since this would subject him
to defeat if the finesse lost and East returned a heart.
So to ensure the contract, he goes up with the ace.

He next plays the K-Q of trumps, followed by the
queen of diamonds. Assume East wins the second
diamond with the ace and returns a heart. South takes
the ace, crosses to dummy with a trump and discards
his heart loser on dummy’s third diamond. He then
concedes a club to the king to make the contract.

Observe that if South takes the king of hearts with
the ace at trick one, he goes down. East later gains
the lead with either a diamond or a club and returns
a heart through declarer’s J-4. The Bath Coup thus
proves to be the key to making the contract, even
though declarer may have no idea that the play he
has employed carries a very fancy moniker.

Tod the Dinosaur • Patrick Roberts

Baby Blues • Rick Kirkman & Jerry Scott

Mother Goose and Grimm • Mike Peters


