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Board plans Valentines Day TV 1.LISTING S

talk about sex education

TOPEKA (AP) — State Board
of Education members expected to
spend part of Valentine’s Day talk-
ing about sex.

The board planned Wednesday to
discuss sex education policies im-
posed last year, before elections
costconservative Republicans their
majority. One policy told schools
they should stress abstinence until
marriage, while another directed
them to get parents’ written permis-
sion before having students take
human sexuality classes.

The discussion was part of a
larger effort by a coalition of Demo-
crats and moderate Republicans to
roll back conservative initiatives
now that the moderate bloc has a 6-
4 majority. On Tuesday, the board
adopted new, evolution-friendly
science standards, replacing ones
that questioned the theory champi-
oned by conservatives.

Fornearly two decades, the Kan-
sas board had aregulation requiring
comprehensive sex education pro-
grams, but as it revised rules for
accrediting schools, the regulation
lapsed. Board members began con-
sidering sex education again in
2005 while revising health educa-
tion guidelines.

But the health guidelines don’t
come with any penalties for districts
failing to follow them. In other sub-
jects, suchas science, the guidelines
are used to develop tests that mea-
sure how well students are learning.

Still, the board upset sex educa-
tion advocates with its pair of deci-
sions last year.

The first, in March, was an attack
on most school districts’ practice of
assuming a child will participate in
sex education classes unless a par-
ent objects in writing. While the

Mystery illness
kills bees

STATE COLLEGE, Pa. (AP) —
Scientists looking into amysterious
ailment killing off honeybees are
hoping to find answers out West,
where bees are currently helping
pollinate California’s profitable al-
mond crop.

Beekeepers from around the
country each year flock to the
Golden State this time of year, re-
leasing their insects to jump-start
the $1.4 billion California almond
crop.

Researchers hope the diversity
gives them a large sample from
which to figure out why some bees
remain healthy while others be-
come afflicted with anillness called
colony collapse disorder.

The ailment has killed off tens of
thousands of honeybee colonies in
at least 21 states, researchers said,
threatening the livelihood of com-
mercial beekeepers and potentially
putting a strain on fruit growers and
other farmers that rely on bees to
pollinate their crops.

The expedition to California
couldn’thave come at a better time
for researchers scrambling for an-
swers. About half of the nation’s
available commercial bees are
transported to California each Feb-
ruary for the task, when trees burst
with light pink-and-white blossom

Marsha Venable, spokeswoman
forthe Almond Board of California,
which represents growers, said a
group task force assigned to moni-
tor the situation found that there was
no bee shortage this year.

“There’s a sense of comfort of
enough bees to do the job,” Venable
said Monday by phone. California
accounts for 80 percent of the
world’s almonds, according to that
state’s food and agriculture depart-
ment.

But bee researchers from Penn-
sylvania and Montana who have
spent the last couple weeks in Cali-
fornia collecting test samples said
they have heard stories of beekeep-
ers having lost colonies by the thou-
sands, forcing them to return home
with no work and few bees.

“One yard had colonies that were
failing. One was one of the worst
cases we’ve seen,” University of
Montana bee researcher Jerry
Bromenshenk said in a phone inter-
view on Monday. “That’s why we
are all focused in California at this
point.”

The firstreport of colony collapse
disorder came into researchers at
Penn State University in Novem-
ber, though scientists now think that
the problem may have been around
as early as a couple years ago.

Bromenshenk is also president of
Bee Alert Technology Inc., a
Missoula, Mont.-based firm that is
surveying beekeepers to determine
the geographic extent of the prob-
lem.

board said districts would be re-
quired to obtain such permission
before allowing a child to partici-
pate, critics questioned whether it
could enforce such a mandate.
Backers of the “opt-in” policy
argued it gave more control to par-
ents. Critics said some students
might fail to receive instruction

prevention of sexually transmitted
diseases — but stress abstinence
before marriage. Conservatives had
contemplated a mandate but then
backed off.

Supporters said the policy sends
students the right message about
sex, but advocates of comprehen-
sive sex ed programs worried the
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