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On the way up

By Steve Haynes

It probably comes as no surprise that 49 states collected more from
their taxpayers in 2004 than they had a decade earlier.

The only real surprise was that one state — Alaska — saw a de-
cline of 1 percent, but don’t mark Alaska down as thrifty, just rich.
Most of the state budget comes from oil revenue and Alaska spends
more per citizen at $12,294 than any other state.

Kansas fell in the middle of the pack, 28th in per capita state taxes
at $1,933 per person, up about $500 for the decade. Neighboring
Colorado, on the other hand, is in the bottom five in collections per
taxpayer.

Colorado is one of the few states with strict constitutional limits
on state and local spending. Kansas, having abandoned its tax lid
law, has none, and it shows.

State tax rates have been frozen in recent years, but spending keeps
on going up. With conservatives losing ground in the Legislature this
year, there’s great pressure to raise taxes and spend even more.

Increases for schools and just to keep the state running have taken
every extra cent Kansas brings in. Schools, colleges and other pro-
grams say they need more.

In Colorado, by contrast, officials had to get voter approval just
to keep the “extra” money that came in when the economy warmed
up.

InKansas, property taxes on homes now are roughly double those
in Colorado, despite years of “tax relief” efforts in Topeka. City and
county governments, even those that try to be careful, justkeep rais-
ing the levies.

And the Kansas economy is not growing, possibly because of the
high tax burden here compared to surrounding states.

In Kansas, only the government is growing. A state report last
month showed just 6,000 new jobs created in the state over the past
year, all in state and local government. Private nonfarm employers
actually cut 2,400 jobs over that period.

It doesn’t take an economic genius to see that this can’t continue.
Fewer working taxpayers can’t be asked to support an ever-grow-
ing government apparatus.

That’s apparently what our leaders believe, however. They keep
hiring people and raising public salaries, raising taxes and squeez-
ing more out of the long-suffering middle class.

Around here, for instance, the City of Goodland plans to cut taxes
slightly but give it’s workers raises averaging 5 percent and boosted
spending by 8.5 percent when property valuationrose. Thatinatime
when most private employers can’t manage any raises at all.

You’d think someone would complain. Maybe someone will, but
until taxpayersrise up inrevolt, taxes and spending are bound to keep
on goingup.And up. And up. — Steve Haynes, president of Nor’ West
Newspapers including the Colby Free Press

Comments to any opinions expressed on this page are encouraged.
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RELIEF FROM THE DROUGHT.

Not everything in life is fair game

Mother Nature is being stretched to her limit
and it’s time for us to step up to the plate and help
those less fortunate.

I can’t tell you how many Kansas Meadow-
larks, pheasant and quail I’ve seen scavenging
near the highway’s edge between Hoxie and
Colby the past couple weeks, but the number is
huge.

Each time I drive by any of the little critters it
makes me think about how it is our duty to care
forthem. Care for them particularly during times
of late when there has been so much snow and
ice on the ground that they cannot easily find
enough to eat to stay alive.

I'heard one report of a farmer who took a bold
stand for nature when asked by someone whether
he’d allow pheasant hunting on some of his
ground.

He reportedly told the person in weather con-
ditions like we are currently experiencing the
request was not one of pheasant hunting, but
rather pheasant murdering.

To purposely track down andkill creatures that
are struggling to meet their daily requirement of
nutrition is, in my opinion, the same as the man’s
murder, not hunting.

Excuse the pun, butnoteverything inlife is fair
game.

During times animals/birds can not dig
through inches, and in some places, feet of snow

Jan Katz
Ackerman

e F'rom Where
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andiceto getto much needed grasses and grains,
bugs and left over remains of road kill, it is in-
humane of us not to help them out.

A couple bushels of grain strewn about or a
spared hay bale scattered in an area where deer
get in out of the wind is not only a blessing to
them - it is our responsibility as humans.

God blesses us with all we need for our daily
portion, and in turn, it’s our duty to provide a
daily portion for His creatures which are in need,
be it because their food is hidden by snow or
burned up by heat.

It was important enough for God to spend day
five making the critters; yes, it happened before
we humans were made (Genesis 1: 20-23), so
we need to see the importance to help wildlife
out when they are in need. So please, take time
to castout some grain, bird seed or hay to assure
new generations.

Trust me, nature will appreciate it. And God

will appreciate your effort.

Speaking of effort, seems the power com-
pany crews which worked so diligently to re-
store electricity to western Kansas have been
called to eastern Kansas and western Missouri.

I'spoke with afriend wholivesin Wichitaand
back-to-backice storms caused power outages
and poor travel. Seems this is the winter of bad
ice and snow storms.

But when it comes to talking about storms,
giggle at Wichita TV station weather men and
women because they make an inch of snow
soundlike a foot of it. It ’s not the weather’s fault
things in cities get bad, it’s silly drivers who
don’t slow down, or better yet, stay off the
streets.

But wait, give me 20 years and people will
probably be talking about me thinking I must
drive to the grocery store on a sheet of ice just
to get a cake mix. And I wonder why my dad at
89-years-old won’t give up driving.

I’m one who does not tolerate cold well and
Ican’timagine working outin ithour after hour,
day after day like the power company folks do.

And think of it like this, when it’s bad for us
— not having electricity — it’s good for them
— in overtime. All that aside, my hat’s off to
their dedication to keeping us up and running.

Jan Katz Ackerman is a reporter for the
Colby Free Press

Holding the door

AsIwasdoing some research forarecent ser-
mon, I came across this interesting axiom — the
respect a society holds for its members is often
manifested in small daily interactions among
members of that society.

In other words, our daily actions reveal more
about our attitudes than we would like to admit.
To some, that isn’t much of a revelation, but I
think it just might be to others.

You see, we have lost much of the respectful
interaction in our society in the name of equal-
ity and informality and with it, some of the re-
spect for others.

Of course, there are a couple of other axioms
aboutrespectability which mustbe remembered.

First, true respect cannot be demanded; it must
be earned by being respectable.

Second, even being respectable will not earn
the respect of a fool. There are those in every
society who do not respect themselves or others
andreveal their uselessness through inappropri-
ate language and actions.

The ignorant and the arrogant cannot learn to
respect others.

Third, respect must also be manifest for the
responsibility one holds. Our society prides it-
self on its democratic ideals in which no one is
above the censure of the people and that has
served us well for the past 200 plus years.

‘We must also remember, however, that when
anoffice is held in contempt, only the contempt-
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ible will seek it. We have degraded the office of
politician and now we are reaping what we have
sown.

We have allowed dishonesty, malfeasance
and ineptitude from our leaders and turned on
those who had the courage to tell us what we did
not want to hear or dared to call us to a higher
standard until our leaders are both corrupt and
afraid to call us to sacrifice even for the national
good.

Those things will not change until our soci-
ety changes and our society will only change one
person at a time and perhaps even one habit ata
time. After all, society is made up of individu-
als and itis the customs of the individuals which
make up the corporate traditions of a nation or
group.

Ourrespectforothersisheard in our language.
No, we probably don’t need to return to the
stilted, formal language of a century ago, but we
could do without some of the slang and a lot of

the swearing that is common today.

Infact, some of the conversations we seem to
want tohave in public would be better in amuch
more private venue and, in some cases, maybe
not at all. Some of our morning radio shows are
no better in the topics they choose to discuss or
the language used.

Swearing, on the other hand, has no place in
polite society. ’'mno shrinking violet. I grew up
inthe oil patch and was in the Navy for 11 years.
I have not only heard the words, but have used
them correctly and in context at times.

That doesn’t make it right or excusable and
to hear such language in casual conversation
around ladies and children (sometimes it is the
ladies and children using the words these days)
is simply indefensible for arespectable society.

Thereis also the respect that we show for those
around us. Holding the door for a person carry-
ing a package, giving one’s seat to a lady or to
an older person, or saying thank you and please
doesn’tcostanything, butitdoes reap dividends.

It shows other people that you not only noticed
them, but that you care about them. That is the
secret to respect, caring about others.

Humanity was created in God’s image. We can
respect that — even if some of us don’t believe
it.

Jay Kelleyis alocal preacher andwriter who
speaks his mind from time to time. His e-mail is
jkelley@st-tel.net.

About those letters...

The Free Press encourages and welcomes letters from readers. Letters should be typewritten, if at all possible, and should
include a telephone number and an address. These are used for verification of the writer only. If, however, you want your address
and telephone number to appear with your letter, please ask us to do so when you submit your letter, or include a note with your
letter. Most importantly, all letters must include a signature. Unsigned letters cannot be published. We reserve the right to edit
for clarity and length, and, likewise, reserve the right to reject letters deemed to be of no public interest or considered offensive or
libelous. You can expect your letter to appear in print within 24-48 hours of receipt. Letters to the Free Press allow readers to
become engaged in public debate on topics they deem important. Please consider sharing your thoughts with the family of Colby
Free Press readers. Thank you.
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