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Bridge

The night Sylvia played in her first du-
plicate tournament was a night to remem-
ber. She had been a member of the club only
two or three weeks, but even in that short
period of time the membership had become
aware of her extraordinary exploits.

We had never previously seen such a
player. It wasn’t that Sylvia was a poor
player — we had lots of them at the club —
it was just that her thought processes were
so different from those of any other player.
Her mistakes were so far removed from or-
dinary human error that it was clear that her
approach to the game was totally unique.

Despite this, Sylvia’s frequent misadven-
tures occasionally resulted in a sensational
triumph, and it was these victories that
made her the most-talked-about member of
the club.

A few of the members were opposed to
allowing Sylvia to play in the duplicate for
fear she would spoil the game, but most
were in favor of the idea. They were curi-
ous to see what would happen, and they
didn’t have long to wait. On the very first
board, Sylvia became declarer at six spades
on the hand shown, and West led the jack
of spades.

It is hard to explain what happened now.
I don’t know whether it was the tension of
the moment, or the excitement of playing
in her first duplicate, or what the reason was
that caused her to do what she did, but the
fact is that Sylvia played the two from
dummy!

This astonishing play was greeted by a
strange and eerie silence on all sides. West
then shifted to a club. Sylvia took the ace,
cashed the ace of diamonds, played a spade
to the queen, ruffed a diamond, played a
spade to the king and ruffed another dia-
mond, establishing dummy’s last three dia-
monds. She then led a spade to the ace and
discarded three clubs on the 10-7-6 of dia-
monds to make the cOf course, if she had
won the opening lead with one of dummy’s
honors, she would have gone down!
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Mother Goose and Grimm • Mike Peters

Baby Blues • Rick Kirkman & Jerry Scott

This is a logic-based
number placement puz-
zle. The goal is to enter
a number, 1-9, in each
cell in which each row,
column and 3x3 region
must contain only one
instance of each nu-
meral. The solution to
today’s Sudoku puzzle
is right.
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