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Sally Forth ® Greg Howard

TURNING 40 MADE ME REALIZE AGE
REALLY IS A STATE OF MIND...

IF YOU FEEL SECURE
IN YOURSELF, IT'S JUST
A NUMBER. IF YOU

FEEL LIKE YOU'RE
ISSING SOMETHING,
IT'S A SYMBOL.
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Blondie ® Chic Young
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IT DOESN'T DO ANY GOOD TO
COMPLAIN, BECAUSE NOBODY
(-

77+ LISTENS

WHAT WAS
ERNIE TALKIN

[ DON'T KNOW,
G ) \ I WASN'T PAYING
> ATTENTION

DON'T FORGET.
TOMORROW IS YOUR
WIFE'S BIRTHDAY/!

OH, YEAH.
THANKS

GO BUY HER A WOULD YOU LIKE
PIN, UNDER $50... FRIES WITH THAT?2
WRITE A CARD

SAYING HOW

MUCH I LOVE

HER AND FAKE
MY SIGNATURE

50,1 GANE YOU ZOE'S OLD PiNg MONKEY

I TURNED THEM INTO

THERES JUST SOMETUING

PATAMAS, AND YOU DREW ON TUEM? PINY VAMPIZE SCORPION ABOUT BLOODTHIRSTY
va SosT NINTA MONKEYS. (ARTOON CHARACTERS
A LITTLE. THAT MA¥ES ME

SLEEP BETTER.

Tod the Dmosaur ® Patmck Roberts
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GORRAY, TOOD, BUT
WHITE-OUT (WON'T
MAKE THIS LAMP
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y’ THAT'S THE WORST
BREEP OF ALL .-
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Cryptoquip
XEOQ] PTKQDFUL OMIXUAVTMX

NDJXJ] DMWK F XEDAJFML

QANPI, JD RTDRWT VOIEX

NFWW 0X F TUFML ROEMD.
Yesterday’s Cryptoquip: SINCE THE BRITISH

CONSERVATIVE WORKED AS A BANK CLERK,

WOULD YOU SAY HE'S A TORY TELLER?

Today’s Cryptoquip Clue: R equals P

PNCT MWBK PWWQCT

INGJJGTU §DIC GI HBGLC XWP
GT HBDXGLM, MWB VGUNL

SXDGV GL'I ICSWTQ-SKDLC.

Yesterday’s Cryptoquip: THIS KEYBOARD
INSTRUMENT COSTS ONLY A THOUSAND BUCKS,
S0 PEOPLE MIGHT CALL IT A GRAND PIANO.

Today’s Cryptoquip Clue: M equals Y

Crossword

ACROSS 33 Country DOWN 21 Unes-

1 With 5- singer 1 Fliers corted
Across, Wilson O.H.M.S. 22 Twosome
non- 35 Desire 2 Right 23 Pinnacle
eaters of 36 Help a angle 24 Trap-
quiche? hood 3 Candle shooting

5 See 37 Home of count variation
1-Across the 4 Most 26 Longtime

8 Vivacity brave? updated sports-

12 Plankton 38 Fall 5 Comedian caster
compo- 41 Fix the Jay Chris
nent sound- 6 Compass 27 Pile

13 Sean track dir. 28 Sea
Lennon’s 42 Dazzle 7 Boreal eagle
mom 43 Griped 8 12- 29 Fill till

14 Pearl 48 Get your member full
Harbor second band 31 Cold War
site wind 9 Deserve weapon

15 “Murder, 49 Wet 10 Carpet (Abbr.)
She wriggler type 34 Mocks
Wrote” 50 Car 11 Tooth- 35 Online
heroine 51 Females paste pic trans-

17 Color- 52 Grant holder mitter
less counter- 16 Neely of 37 Historic

18 Corn part hockey boy king
spike 53 Vegan’s fame 38 Venom-

19 Pang no-no 20 Douses ous

21 Tic vipers
24 What Solution time: 21 mins. 39 Beehive
Citi Field Z|A|P State

will OILIEl 40 Melody
replace A 41 Take
25 Diplo- g | out of
macy Dlo|s context?
26 Revue olo[T| 44 Victory
segments ulz|l sign
30 Intention LELY 45 Shade
31 Bakery E 46 Greek
workers A vowel
32 Historic U 47 Morse
time Yesterday’s answer 2.27 morsel
2 8 [o9 [0 [11

ACROSS 36 Ultra- 59 Mrs. 16 Retire-
1 Europe’s modernist Shake- ment fund
neighbor 37 Eastern speare acronym
5 Mandible potentate 20 Tears
8 Bridge 38 Actor DOWN 22 Con job
12 Hourglass Pitt 1 Snakes 23 Oppres-
filler 39 Repair 2 Poet sively
13 1d 41 Knighted Teasdale damp
counter- woman 3 Part of 25 Director
part 43 Score the loop Howard
14 Jason’s units 4 Arrival 26 Exist
ship 46 Similarly 5 Clampett 27 Writer
15 Bread- 50 — patriarch of brief
winner podrida 6 Time of bios
17 Upper 51 Max your life? 29 Antitoxins
House Bialystock, 7 Informa- 31 Eggs
member e.g. tion 32 Marry
18 More 54 Carriage 8 Dieter’'s 34 Barber-
logical 55 Help entree shop
19 Daytime 56 Leaves 9 Don King, call
soaps, 57 Skin for one 38 Sturgeon
e.g. opening 10 Taj Mahal caviar
21 Dogger- 58 Stylish, city 40 Foolish
elist in the 11 Starts to 42 Crazy
Ogden 1960s fall asleep 43 Circum-
24 Altar stance
affirma- Solution time: 21 mins. partner
tive 44 Medley
25 En- 45 Un-
grossed wanted
28 Edge e-mail
30 AAA 47 PC
job picture
33 Hockey’s 48 Astute
Bobby 49 Gaelic
34 Aliases 52 Carnival
35 Leading city
lady? Yesterday’s answer 2.28 99 Peculiar
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Bridge

North dealer.
Neither side vulnerable.

NORTH
“@» 7
YK 873
*K Q2
P+AKIS2
WEST EAST
dOQIJI862 A 1043
¥2 ¥JO965
®J954 ® 1073
+1075 * o6 4
SOUTH
MK OS5
YAQ104
® A86
Q93
The bidding:
North East South West
1 o Pass 1 v Pass
3 ¥ Pass 4 NT Pass
5 & Pass o 4
Opening lead — queen of spades.
A Psychological Ploy

There are times when a defender must make
what is called a “mandatory falsecard.” The
purpose of the falsecard is to present declarer
with an alternative line of play in a position
where he could not otherwise go wrong.

Consider today’s deal where East won the
spade lead with the ace and returned a spade to
South’s king. With 12 tricks assured if the
trumps were divided normally, declarer turned
his attention to the heart suit. He planned to
follow the standard procedure with this com-
bination: cash the ace and then cross to the king.
This would leave him in position to finesse
against East’s jack if West showed out on the
second round.

Butwhen South played the trump ace at trick
three, East shrewdly dropped his nine on the
trick! This presented declarer with an entirely
different way to play the suit, since if East’s nine
was a singleton it would be possible to over-
come West’s remaining trumps by continuing
with the queen. Then, after East showed out,
declarer could finesse against West’s jack on the
third round.

Southrealized, of course, that if the missing
trumps were actually divided 3-2, the contract
was safe regardless of how he continued. He
was also aware that East might have dropped
the nine from J-9-x-x. After agonizing over his
options, declarer finally chose to play the
queen, and the slam went While East’s play of
the nine on the first trump lead was not guaran-
teed to succeed, the fact remains that if East had
woodenly followed suit with the five or six,
declarer would have had no choice but to find
the winning line of play. That’s why the nine is

a mandatory falsecard.
South dealer.
East-West vulnerable.

NORTH
»®QJ1097
KIS
® 943
*$I 6
WEST EAST
@®» ] 52 » AK 3
¥YQ874 Yo 32
® 65 ® QJ 10 8
»JO 73 . 102
SOUTH
“@» 6 4
YA106
®*AK72
P+ AKS54
The bidding:
South West North East
1 & Pass 1 o> Pass
2 NT Pass 3 NT
Opening lead — four of hearts.

Two Different Approaches

The mostinteresting hands to play are those where
the struggle to make or break the contractis so tightly
contested that the final outcome depends more on
skill than on high cards or distribution. For example,
the result of today’s hand rests entirely on the exper-
tise of the players. Declarer played low from dummy
on the heart lead and won East’s nine with the ten.
When South then led aspade, Eastallowed dummy’s
ninetohold, and from this pointon declarer was fight-
ing alosing battle. He continued with a spade at trick
three, East winning with the king and shifting to the
queen of diamonds. South took the ace and could see
that if he led a heart to the king and established the
spades, he would have no way to get back to dummy
to cash them. He therefore abandoned the suit and
tried to gethis ninth trick from diamonds instead. But
when that suit failed to divide 3-3, he had to go down
one. East’s fine defensive play at trick two notwith-
standing, declarer should have made the contract. He
should have anticipated that the defenders might
refuse to win the first spade lead and taken steps to
deal with thatcontingency. The correct play is to win
the opening trick with the ace of hearts rather than
the ten! This creates an extraentry todummy thatcan
later be utilized if necessary. A spade is then led to
the nine. If East ducks, a second spade is played.
South wins the diamond return, leads a heart and fi-
nesses the jack after West follows low. Another spade
lead then establishes the suit, and declarer finishes
with 10 tricks. Note that in playing the ace of hearts
attrick one, South assumes that West holds the queen.
This is confirmed by the Rule of Eleven, which re-
veals that the nine is the only heart East can have that
is higher than the four led by West.
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“Mr. Gordon is called Mayor because
he tells people what he MAY-OR
may not do.”
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“Billy! | told you to stop playing
with your potatoes!”




