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Bridge

   Famous Hand
 This deal occurred in the semifinal of

the 1995 Spingold Knockout team champion-
ship. It demonstrates dramatically how a slight
difference in judgment can radically affect the
outcome of a deal.

The auction was identical at both tables:
South arrived at three notrump after East
opened with a weak two-heart bid. Both Wests
led the heart ten, and both declarers played the
eight from dummy.

 It was here that the play diverged. At one
table, Mike Passell, East, elected not to take his
king in order to stop declarer from scoring three
heart tricks. This could have been the winning
play on another layout, but on this occasion the
duck proved very costly.

Declarer, Lew Stansby, won the ten with the
queen and played the A-Q-7 of clubs. West took
his king on the third round and returned a low
spade to East’s queen, which held. The nine-
of-spades return was also ducked by declarer,
who still needed a ninth trick.

West won the spade with the king but found
himself badly placed. He could not return a
spade from the 10-7 into Stansby’s A-8, so he
shifted to a diamond. This helped South estab-
lish dummy’s diamonds, and with the heart ace
still in dummy as an entry, he had no trouble
scoring nine tricks.

At the other table, East, Zia Mahmood,
grabbed the heart king at trick one and contin-
ued with a second heart, dislodging dummy’s
ace. Declarer, Chuck Burger, led the jack of
clubs to the queen, but West, Michael
Rosenberg, followed low. Burger tried the ace
and another club, but he was fighting a losing
battle.

After taking the club king, Rosenberg re-
turned the king of spades, ducked by declarer.
A second spade was covered by the jack and
queen, ducked again by South, and a third spade
was taken by the ace.

Burger could do no better than cash his Q-J
of hearts and exit with a spade, hoping West
would win and be forced to yield a diamond
entry to dummy. But with East holding the dia-
mond K-J, declarer had no chance, and he fin-
ished down two. Plus 200 at this table combined
with 600 more at the other gave Zia’s team a
13-IMP pickup, and helped put them into the
final.
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Mother Goose and Grimm • Mike Peters

Baby Blues • Rick Kirkman & Jerry Scott

This is a logic-based
number placement puz-
zle. The goal is to enter
a number, 1-9, in each
cell in which each row,
column and 3x3 region
must contain only one
instance of each nu-
meral. The solution to
today’s Sudoku puzzle
is right.

Tod the Dinosaur • Patrick Roberts


