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Crossword

Beetle Bailey • Mort Walker

Zits • Jim Borgman & Jerry Scott

Hagar the Horrible • Chris Browne

Sally Forth • Greg Howard

Blondie • Chic Young

Cryptoquip

Family Circus • Bill Keane

   Forewarned Is Forearmed
Many players seem to regard the trump coup

as beyond their capabilities, but there is really
no good reason for this. In most cases where the
coup can be utilized, declarer learns fairly early
in the play that the trumps are stacked against
him, and all he has to do is to take a few basic
steps to overcome the bad break.

Here is a typical case. West leads a club
against four spades, and East takes dummy’s
queen with the ace and returns a club. Declarer
has no need for a discard and also wants to ini-
tiate the trumps by leading one from his hand,
so he ruffs the club.

When he next plays a low spade to the queen
and West shows out, South must find a way to
limit East to two trump tricks. The only way this
can be done is by means of a trump coup.

So when East takes the queen of spades with
the king and returns a club, South ruffs. This is
in accordance with the basic principle that to
execute a trump coup, you must reduce your
own trump length to that of your opponent.

 Declarer then leads a low heart to the jack and
returns a trump. Let’s say East takes the ace —
his play doesn’t really matter — and returns still
another club.

 Again South ruffs. This reduces his trump
holding to the J-9, which are comfortably en-
sconced over East’s 10-8.

The coup is now ready to be executed. South
overtakes the queen of hearts with dummy’s
king and cashes the A-K-Q of diamonds, dis-
carding his ace of hearts. Dummy’s last two
cards are a heart and a diamond, and when de-
clarer leads one of them, East’s trumps are
couped.

   The Slam-Doubling Convention
The biggest swings ordinarily arise in hands

where a slam is bid. For example, if South makes
exactly six hearts (undoubled) in this deal, he scores
1,430 points, while if he goes down one, he loses
100 points. A 1,530-point swing is not to be sneezed
at, so anything the defenders can do to stop a slam
is well worth the effort. For this reason, a special
convention designed specifically for such critical
situations was devised many years ago. According
to this convention, the double of a slam by the de-
fender not on lead instructs partner to make an un-
usual or abnormal opening lead — most often
dummy’s first-bid suit.  It is true that one effect of
the convention is that a player sometimes can’t
double a slam that would go down with normal de-
fense. This is because the double might cause part-
ner to make an abnormal lead and so hand declarer
the contract. However, this restriction on doubling
usually costs only 50 or 100 points, which is a mi-
nor loss, whereas reserving the double for hands that
require a particular opening lead might save the
defenders as much as 1,000 or 1,500 points. One can
therefore hope to profit considerably by employing
this convention, while at the same time risking very
little. In the present case, for example, if East does
not double six hearts and West makes the normal dia-
mond lead, South makes an overtrick and scores
1,460 points. But if East doubles, instructing West
not to lead a diamond but to choose an unusual lead,
the defenders can defeat the slam. It should not be
difficult for West to figure out that the unusual lead
in this case is a spade — the suit dummy opened the
bidding with. So West leads a spade, East ruffs and
cashes a club, and the slam goes down the drain.

Tod the Dinosaur • Patrick Roberts

Baby Blues • Rick Kirkman & Jerry Scott

Mother Goose and Grimm • Mike Peters


