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Sally Forth ® Greg Howard

WELL, IT'S OFFICIAL. MOM IS
DRIVING JACKIE OVER

YOURS.

Hagar the Horrible ® Chris Browne

I CAN'T CONCENTRATE ANP L. & YoU JusT NEeD To \
FEEL RUN-DOMN, R, zé”oz/ ﬁ%@xﬁ gEHg}/E
SCENERY, HAGAR !
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MAN, AM I GLAD MY MOM
ISN'T A NUTCASE LIKE

NO, TED.
YOUR MOM IS
A DIFFERENT
KIND OF NUTCASE... 2

Blondie ® Chic Young

WE ONLY HAVE RUFFLED CHIPS,
ELEANOR.

OH, WHY DID I EVEN
BOTHER COMING TO
CHRISTMAS THIS
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LONG WEEKEND AND GO SA
AND LOOT ENGLAND 2

SAY, PAL, CAN [ BORROW
N A FEW BUCKS? I'M A

LITTLE DOWN ON
My LUCK THESE DAYS

[ T1'VE ALREADY USED L
UP THE EXTRA ROAMING ™=
¢| MINUTES ON MY CELL

AND [ SURE COULD USE AN EXTRA-
LARGE LATTE TO GET MY MIND
OFF MY TROUBLES FOR
A FEW MINUTES

www.Blondie.com

I KNOW T KEPT YOU WORKING
TILL 12:00 LAST NIGHT, BUT THAT'S
NO EXCUSE FOR COMING IN LATE

8% (&—}5

THEY COULD AT LEAST HAVE |
GIVEN ME SOME EXCUSE

JUST A LITTLE PIECE. T HADA
JEWY DONUT AT MY NINE
O'CLOCKE MEETING.

NN

AND ANCTHERONE | ANDA
AT NINE FOPTV-FIVE. / CRULLER

W boby blves om

Tod the Dinosaur ® Patrick Roberts

OH. AND A SLICE OF HARVEY'S
PETIREMENT CAKE ABOUT

AND THEN T SAID THAT EVERY-

BODY'S BEEN ASEING IF I'M

LOSING WEIHT. )
You'Re

] LUCkY SHE
/ ——1 LET YOU HAVE
[T\ THE coven
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Crossword
ACROSS 36 Modern- 3 Prohibit 23 Precise
1 Actress day coin 4 Locale fulcrum
Jessica 37 Class- for 24 Raised
5 “Zounds!” room shackles 26 Attend
9 “Ulalume”  array 5 Green 27 Have
writer 38 Last acres bills
12 Slender Greek 6 Present 28 Out of
13 Wedding letter 7 Perfor- control
shower? 40 Mix mance 29 Dines
14 Felon’s 42 Deity 8 Woe 31 Sun-
flight 43 Wading 9 Thrombo- shade
15 Ware- bird cytes 34 Pull
house 48 Journal 10 Inaugu- with
carriers 49 Unctuous ration effort
17$ 50 Notion recitation 35 Bel-
dispenser 51 Compass 11 Tube grade’s
18 Dryer dir. trophy republic
buildup 52 Sediment 16 Fleur- 37 Cacoph-
19 Tersely 53 Memo de- — ony
cogent acronym 20 Mid- 38 Look
21 Benefits western slyly
24 Hoedown DOWN st. 39 Apollo’s
seating 1 TV alien 21 Poker destina-
25 Oodles 2 Writer variety tion
26 Apes Buscaglia 22 Top-notch 40 Unrivaled
30 Sea . . . 41 Santa’s
urchin Solution time: 21 mins. sackful
eggs, ggé CL)O [') Eg A 44 Chart
at a D N style
sushi [¢] A 45 Check-
bar l E cashing
31 Strength T needs
32 Ostrich’s Y 46 Meadow
kin 47 You
33 Rendered m can’'t
ineffec- 0 stand
tive o having
35 Period Yesterday’s answer 3-20 one
1 ]2 [3 10 [11
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PC
alterna-
tive
Brat's
stocking
stuffer
Fool
Sapporo
sash
Desire
Small bit
Vast
expanse
Johnny’s
waiting
place?
Sailing
vessel
Put into
words
Accom-
panying
Radio dial
Freedom
of access
Fancy
spread
Super-
man

foe Luthor
Wooden
shoe
Take to
court
Sketch
Symbol of
deadness
Poison-
ous

plant

43 Old card DOWN 25 Houston
game 1 Rolling acronym
44 Tennis stone’'s 26 Needle
tactic lack case
46 Aspect 2 First 27 Stagger
50 Type of victim 28 Auto-
lottery 3 Farewell maker
winnings 4 Canine Ransom
55 Founda- teeth Eli —
tion 5 Scrap 29 Indiana
56 Pearl 6 Khan city
Harbor title 30 Diploma
island 7 Stamina, hurdle
57 Neighbor slangily 31 Castle
of N. 8 Do some 35 Bar for
Mex. cleaning swingers?
58 Neckwear 9 Court 38 Seal’s
in 56- 10 Judge cousin
Across Lance 40 To the —
59 Cupid's 11 Pitch degree
alias 17 Nosh 42 Law
60 Stare 19 Possess enforcer
open- 22 Loath- 45 Boast
mouthed some 47 Compe-
61 Superla- sort tent
tive 23 Vaga- 48 Gets a
ending bonds glimpse
of
Solution time: 21 mins. 49 Tend
AL p[O[E texts
L[E L[Alm] 50 The buck
Flo AlT[M stops
LI here
sl 3 IR
ulN E[m[U need
D|E S|T|o[P| 52 Discover-
i
O|M R
G|O Bl I|L|L call .
Llo TIRNEN 53 Gershwin
E[N ARAR or Levin
Yesterday’s answer 3.21 54 Speed
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BLOOPHOUNPS ALWAYS
LOOK LIKE THAT
THEY PON'T NEED
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Cryptoquip

WU K “TNHWS ONNP” DEM

VGTG XSNVS UNT RKEFGWSD
OWR UNNP, VOKF ANECP 0G

HG AKCCGP? UTMGT FEAX,

Yesterday’s Cryptoquip: WHEN A BANK
BIGWIG WINS A CHESS TOURNAMENT, I
SUPPOSE HE ISSUES A CASHIER 'S CHECKMATE,

Today’s Cryptoquip Clue: U equals F

CUDL HYWLIS DS HWDLIS DL

LI LCWDZC FSM FILCYWY,

Q1) ZIJOM LFQ UY'L KJOO

[K

LZIS-LCYWS-FCDIS.

Yesterday's Cryptoquip: IF A “ROBIN HOOD" GUY
WERE KNOWN FOR SAUTEING HIS FOOD, WHAT
COULD HE BE CALLED? FRYER TUCK.

Today’s Cryptoquip Clue: Q equals Y
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“Kids living in a lighthouse are lucky.
They never have to sit in a corner.”

Bridge

East dealer.
Neither side vulnerable.

PeeH
QR >
SN
N

The bidding:
East
Pass
Opening lead —— six of hearts.

North
3 NT

South
1 NT

West
Pass

Point, Counterpoint

Point count can sometimes be used to find the most
effective defense. Take this case where Westleads aheart
against three notrump.

The normal play for East to make with A-Q-x in his
partner’s led suit would be to win with the ace and re-
turn the queen. This is in keeping with the usual prac-
tice of playing “third-hand high.”But observe what hap-
pens in the actual deal if East blindly follows this prin-
ciple. Declarer allows East’s queen to hold the second
trick, then wins the next heart with the king. South then
cashes the club king and leads a club to the jack. East
wins with the queen, but does not have a heart to return,
sodeclarer makes his contract, scoring four clubs, three
spades, a heart and a diamond.

This outcome is not likely to occur if East plays the
queen of hearts on the first trick rather than the ace. South
will almost surely take the queen with the king, fearing
that West may have started with A-J-x-x-x of hearts. In
that case, if South ducks the first heart, he will lose the
firstfive heart tricks after Eastreturns aheartat trick two.
Once South takes his king at trick one, he is a goner.

Thebesthe candois score eight tricks. Whenever East
gains the lead, he can play the ace and another heart to
defeat the contract.

In general, the play of the queen from A-Q-x on
partner’s lead against notrump is correct for the reasons
cited. Butin the given case, Eastknows declarer has the
king of hearts and should want to force him to win the
trick.

The location of the king of hearts is known because
East is looking at 11 points in dummy and 12 points in
hisownhand. Since there are only 17 points left for South
and West to hold, itisimpossible for Westto have aking,
as this would leave declarer with less than 15 points.
Finally, even if South cheated by a point or two during
the bidding and lacked the king of hearts, no harm would
come from playing the queen first. After the queen held,
the ace and another heart would sink the contract.

North dealer.
North-South vulnerable.

NORTH
S 10752
YQ4
®*AK T4
oK J10
WEST EAST
» g MK O963
¥Y97632 YAS8S
¢ 10752 ¢ 83
$+9y 76 *+I 542
SOUTH
S AQITS8
YKII1O0
® Q96
oA Q3
The bidding:
North East South West
1 & Pass 1 o Pass
2 & Pass 4 NT Pass
5¢ Pass 6 M

Opening lead — three of hearts.

The Step-By-Step Approach

No one could possibly memorize the best way of deal-
ing with every card combination that can arise to plague
adeclarer. Fortunately, the answer to most such problems
can be figured out at the table. Simple logic will provide
the right solution in almost every case.

Consider this deal where West leads a heart against six
spades. East takes the ace and returns a heart to dummy’s
queen.

South mustavoid atrump loser to make the slam. There
isno good reason to postpone playing trumps, so declarer
leads one from dummy, planning to finesse.

But which spade should he lead from dummy? The
proper play is the deuce, not the ten. This is because East
might have the singleton king, in which case the ten lead
would establish West’s nine as a trick.

After South leads the deuce and wins with the queen,
presumably marking East with the king, he returns to
dummy with a club in order to repeat the spade finesse.

But this time South should lead the ten from dummy,
not the five.

The ten is led in order to guard against the possibility
that East might have started with four trumps instead of
just two or three.

Once South leads the ten, he makes the slam whether
East covers with the king or not. But if South makes the
mistake of leading the five from dummy and finessing
the jack, he will then have to lose a trump trick to East’s
K-9 and go down one.
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“And look, Grandma! There’s the
SECOND robin of spring, and
the THIRD, and ...”




