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lowa’s expanding livestock operations become targets of threats

IOWA CITY, Iowa (AP) —
dozen of one farmer’s cows have
been gunned down since August.
Anotherlosta 370-head hog nurs-
ery in a January fire investigators
believe was intentionally set.

Reports of vandalism to farm
equipment, buildings and at live-
stock construction sites have been
turning up across rural lowa. Some
farmers also say they’ve received
threatening telephone calls and let-
ters from people condemning the
bigger-is-better approach to rais-
ing cattle and pigs.

The question facing law en-
forcement officials is whether the
incidents are random acts or delib-
erate, orchestrated attacks by those
with personal, political or social
agendas.

“We don’t have any trends that
we’ve identified in the past year or
two that would suggest there is any
organized effort to attack factory
farms or large-scale hog opera-
tions,” said Jim Saunders, spokes-
man for the Iowa Department of
Public Safety.

“The reasons behind all these
incidents could vary.”

Since August, the Coalition to
Support Iowa’s Farmers has iden-
tified atleast seven significant acts
of violence and threats aimed at
farmers.

The majority targeted hog pro-
ducers who have expanded their
operations or pursued government
permits to do so, but cattle produc-
ers have also been victims, said
Aaron Putze, executive director of
the coalition, which helps farmers
meet environmental regulations.

“There has always been farm
vandalism on some levels. But we
have certainly noticed an escala-
tion in the more violent, threaten-
ing types of reports,” Putze said.
“It could be that farmers are more
comfortable reporting incidents
these days.

But the real question is what is
the motivation behind this?”

Towa is the nation’s leading hog
producer, and the industry’s rapid
growth in the past decade has pro-
voked a public backlash on several
fronts.

Detractors complain that large-
scale hog and cattle operations
threaten the environment and pub-
lic health, depress property values
and economically squeeze smaller
producers.

Asaresult, opposition to corpo-
rate and super-sized operations has
branched outbeyond the usual sus-
pects — animal rights activists and
urban environmentalists — agri-
culture academics and supporters
said.

“People locally are promoting a
lot of anger and misinformation,”
said Mike Lawrinenko, a hog
farmer from La Porte City in cen-
tral Iowa.

When Lawrinenko started build-
ing anew barn to expand his opera-
tion last fall, threats and violence
followed, including a suspicious,
late-night fire ignited in a garbage
can that damaged a corner of his
home.

Nobody was hurt in the blaze,
which Lawrinenko said he doused
with a garden hose.

“A lot of it has subsided,” he
said. “Butthere was alot of harass-
ment. All we’re trying to do is
make our farm more profitable.”

Mark Partridge, a professor at
the Swank Program for Rural-Ur-
ban Policy at Ohio State Univer-
sity, said protesters can range from
urban transplants to residents of
nearby towns and even retired
farmers who resent the changing
industry.

“You canreally go to almost any
state and you’re going to find these
incredible levels of anger of these
kinds of large-scale operations,”
Partridge said.

Yet cases of violence and intimi-
dation such as those reported in
Towa are rare in other states, ac-
cording to industry officials.

Last year in South Dakota, four

R g R g Jpmn g
General Public Bﬁ
Transportation VanE

Hours 8 amto 4 pm

Days Monday - Friday m
Phone:

460-2901 (8 am-12:30 pm)

443-9208 (12:30 pm - 4 pm)

If possible call for Reser-
vations by 11 am the pre-
vious business day. Pro-
vided to Colby, Brewster,
Gem, Menlo, Rexford
and a Portion of Oakley
as needed.

“This Project Funded in

Part by the KDOT
Public Transit Program”

mE RS TR

f
l
l
t 1
l |
i i
l i

county commissioners who voted
in favor of a dairy farm permit had
nails scattered across their drive-
ways.

An Indiana farmer reported last
year that his locked well was poi-
soned while he pursued an expan-
sion to his dairy operation.

“It’s not something we really
track,” said Dave Warner, spokes-
man for the National Pork Produc-
ers Council. “We’ve seen some
cases of it. I know it’s something
that’s gone on to a certain extent as
long as there has been the animal
rights movement.”

No arrests have been made in the
Towa cases, and investigators be-
lieve the acts are the work of locals
rather than radical, outside groups
known for attacks on labs, univer-
sities or companies that use ani-
mals for research purposes.

Still, Adams County farmer
Gary Boswell said he’s certain the
attacks are prompted by the rise of
larger-scale farms.

Boswell was particularly dis-
turbed that two cows of a friend
who farms in aneighboring county
were shot and killed after the
farmer filed for permits to expand
his cattle operation.

“He got a call later with the per-
son saying 'Now I guess you know
we mean business,”” Boswell said.
“This is an industry that is going
through some changes, some
growing pains. But this intimida-
tion through violence is not part of
our rural values.”

GRAND OPENING!

Flam Creek, Ltd

Colby, K&
*Please join us
to celebrate at
475 N. Franklin,

Colby*

Save 10% Storewide
Waret 29, 30 £ 37

Store Hours:
Mon-I'ri 95:30 * &at. 9-12

Vote April 3rd for Arlen Leiker
£ )

| WILL BE AN
ADVOCATE FOR:

*Growth
*Technology

*Academic Programs of Study

-Student Activities
*Athletics

Your Vote W|II Be Appremated'

Political ad paid for by Arlen Leiker

Colby Community

Board Of Trustees

For

College

RAWLINS SPECIALTY CLINICS

707 GRANT ST. - ATWOOD, KS 67730 - (785) 626-3211

Bringing Specialized Healthcare To Your Community

C

Aprll 2007

)

e v 22

v Y N

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday
1 2 3 4 5 6 Good Friday 7
April Fool's Echocardiograms| Mammograms | MRI Mobile Unit
Day Ultrasounds Dr. Reeves Vasc Ultrasounds
N Dr. Reeves
Podaitary Podaitary
8 9 10 11 |12 13 14
Easter Sunday Echocardiograms MRI Mobile Unit
Ultrasounds Vasc Ultrasounds
Dr. Frankum
Surgery
15 16 17 18 19 20 21
Echocardiograms . .
Ultrasounds MRI Mobile Unit
Vasc
Ultrasounds
22 23 24 25 26 27 28
Dr. Miller  |Echocardiograms MRI Mobile Unit
Cardiology Ultrasounds Vasc
Secretaries Ultrasounds
Day
29 30 Cardiac Rehab |1l
Dr. Rubinowitz | | Monday - Wednesday - Friday | In House Services - Available Daily
Oncology “Exercise for Life” CT Scan ** Bone Mineral Density
I | | ** EKG Electrocardiograms
TO SCHEDULE AN APPOINTMENT WITH A VISITING PHYSICIAN, PLEASE “ :
CALL (785)626-3211 Cheryl Banister, RN - Specialty Clinic Director
Thank you for allowing us to assist in your healthcare. H :

DES MOINES, IA — Dead
cattle, a torched machine shed,
vandalized feed equipment and
the suspicious loss of a 370-head
nursery building to fire have in-
vestigators searching for answers.

They also represent a growing
trend of violence directed toward
families interested in growing
their livestock farms — a trend
strongly condemned by the Coa-
lition to Support Iowa’s Farmers
and its six founding organizations

.“Farm families whoraise live-
stock are reporting increased in-
cidences of violence directed to-
ward them, their family members
and property,” said Bruce Berven,
executive vice president of the
Iowa Cattlemen’s Association
and CSIF board member.

“We urge law enforcement of-
ficials to take these events seri-

ously and to conduct comprehen-
sive investigations. Those respon-
sible must be prosecuted to the full
extent of the law.”

Since August 2006, CSIF has
fielded seven reports from farmers
detailing acts of violence or threats
directed at property and family
members — including five inci-
dences in the past two months.

CSIF Executive Director Aaron
Putze said much of the harassment
hasbeendirected at farmers who are
raising hogs or planning to con-
struct new indoor swine finishing
barns.

A feed truck owned by 21st Cen-
tury Cooperative was vandalized
shortly after arepresentative of the
farmer-owned company spoke in
favor of two hog facilities proposed
for Cass and Adair Counties.

The cooperative will provide

Group defends farmers, producers

feed to the new farm. While wait-
ing to speak in support of the pro-
posed hog farm at the hearing, the
feed cooperative’s manager was
presented anote reading, “You’ll
be sorry.” —On Jan. 12, a suspi-
cious fire destroyed a 370-head
nursery building operated by Dan
and June Muff of Ventura and
their son Andy. It was the second
fire detected on the farm in less
than two months.

CSIFis anot-for-profit organi-
zation dedicated to helping live-
stock farmers grow responsibly
and successfully. It’s acollabora-
tive effort funded by the Iowa
Cattlemen’s Association, lowa
Corn Growers Association, lowa
Farm Bureau, lowa Pork Produc-
ers Association, lowa Poultry
Association and the Iowa Soy-
bean Association.
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Eliminate Probate and Estate Taxes.
Protect your children's inheritance.

Keep your estate from ending up
with someone else'

5

s family.

Advantages of a Living Trust

* Your loved ones will inherit your estate immediately upon your death, without the expense and delay of

probate. Otherwise your

estate may go through probate.

* Your estate will not become public record, so details concerning your assets and your estate plan will remain
completely private. A Will going through probate is public record. If you use a Will for your estate plan, your
financial affairs will not remain private.

* In the event you become incapacitated, your designated trustee will manage your assets as you specify.
Otherwise, a conservator may be appointed by the court to manage your assets according to rules stated in

Kansas statutes.

 With a Trust you can protect your children's inheritance from creditors, divorce, estate taxes and other risks.

* Many other advantages will be discussed at the seminar.

Featured Speaker: Dan Diederich is both an Attorney and a Certified Public Accountant. Mr. Diederich
operates a law practice focused on family estate planning, and has prepared living trusts for residents
throughout the state of Kansas. Mr. Diederich is a frequent public speaker on the subject of family estate
planning and thousands of people have attended his seminars and learned how to protect their estates from
probate costs, estate taxes, creditors claims, divorce claims and estate claims by spouses of their children.
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2650 Planet Ave.

Refreshments served at all locations.
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Attorney at Law Daniel K. Diederich
2035 E. Iron, Suite 104 / Salina, KS 67401

For Reservations, call 1-877-826-9250 Today!

Attendees will be presented with an opportunity for a
free one-hour personal consultation.
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Each location has limited seating, so please call our toll-free reservation line to reserve your place.




