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Yesterday’s Cryptoquip: WHEN SOMEONE

LEARNS A LOT OF FUNNY QUOTES FROM THE

INTERNET, I'D SAY HE'S WELL E-QUIPPED.
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Yesterday’s Cryptoquip: I WASN'T REALLY
POSITIVE THAT I WOULD BE SLEEPING IN THE
TEPEE, BUT [ AGREED TENT-ATIVELY.

Today’s Cryptoquip Clue: X equals F
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led the deuce, he ducked again, reasoning that with
the ten in his own hand, East would be forced to win
with the ace.

But my partner won the trick with the jack and
returned a club to my ace. I then administered the
coup de grace by leading the five of clubs. South
discarded a diamond from dummy and my partner,
bless him, trumped with the jack. As a result, de-
clarer had to lose a trump trick to my ten and went
down one. Cordially yours, Ford E. Winx.

East dealer.
North-South vulnerable.
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The bidding:
East South West North
Pass 1 NT Pass 3 NT
Opening lead —— six of spades.

Insurance to the Nth Degree

You sometimes hear it said that the best players
seem to see through the backs of the cards. They
don’t,of course, butin a very high percentage of deals
they do play as though they were looking at both
opponents’ hands.

Forexample, take this deal where Westled a spade
against three notrump. East’s queen won the first
trick, his spade return was ducked to West’s jack, and
a third spade was taken by the ace as East discarded
alow club.

Declarer had no chance to make the contract with-
out utilizing the diamond suit, where a straightfor-
ward finesse was available. But instead of crossing
to dummy to attempt the finesse, South played the
ace of diamonds at trick four, caught West’s king and
wound up making five notrump! Had he tried the fi-
nesse, he would have gone down one!

The question that naturally arises is how could
South possibly have known that the king would fall
onthe ace? The answeris thathe didn’tknow the king
was singleton, but he did know that taking adiamond
finesse was the wrong play.

Declarer reasoned that if West had the guarded
king, the contract could not be made, since West
would cash his two remaining spades for down one.
South therefore had to assume that either East had
the king of diamonds or West had the singleton king.

The ace-of-diamonds play catered to both possi-
bilities. Had East held the guarded king of diamonds,
all that South’s safety play would have cost him was
the extra 30 points he could have scored by taking a
finesse.

But when it is considered that losing a finesse to
the singleton king could cost declarer 960 points —
700 points for the rubber, 160 for making five
notrump and 100 points for going down one — 30
points was a very small premium to pay for avoiding
an unnecessary risk.
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