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Bridge

   A Wild Night at the Club

When the distribution is wild, anything can
happen, and this deal from a club duplicate
provides ample proof.

At the table where the auction shown oc-
curred, North opened with a weak two-heart
bid, and South leaped to five clubs, hoping
to shut the opponents out. But West was not
in the least intimidated and bid five dia-
monds.

North, with two aces and a club honor, un-
derstandably pushed on to six clubs. Again
West refused to be silenced, and when six
diamonds got back to South, he decided to bid
one more for luck.

Seven clubs could have been set two tricks,
but after the diamond lead, it proved to be
unbeatable! Declarer won the ace of dia-
monds, crossed to the club king and cashed
the king of hearts. When West showed out and
could not trump, the hand was an open book.

 South overtook the queen of hearts with
the ace and led the ten of hearts for a ruffing
finesse against East’s jack. After East covered
and declarer ruffed, dummy was re-entered
with the queen of clubs, and South discarded
both of his spades on the 9-8 of hearts as East
helplessly followed suit. Plus 2,330 for
North-South!

At another table, North again opened with
two hearts, but this time South bid two
notrump. West doubled, North redoubled to
show a maximum and, for reasons best
known to themselves, both South and West
passed! After a diamond lead, declarer had
no trouble collecting eight clubs, three hearts
and the ace of diamonds for four redoubled
overtricks. Plus 2,480!

  At only one table did East-West find their
spade fit. Here, East declared six spades
doubled after a typically vigorous auction,
and South led his singleton diamond. North
won the ace and returned a diamond, but de-
clarer, reading the situation perfectly, ruffed
with the ace of spades, then led the spade
eight and let it ride to pick up South’s queen.
Plus 1,660 for East-West!

  It was indeed a wild night at the club.
   Tomorrow: Bidding quiz.

Family Circus • Bil Keane
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Mother Goose and Grimm • Mike Peters

Baby Blues • Rick Kirkman & Jerry Scott

This is a logic-based
number placement puz-
zle. The goal is to enter
a number, 1-9, in each
cell in which each row,
column and 3x3 region
must contain only one
instance of each nu-
meral. The solution to
today’s Sudoku puzzle
is right.

Tod the Dinosaur • Patrick Roberts
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Conceptis Sudoku by Dave Green

Difficulty Level 3/29


