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Your turn

. b
Risks must be taken for progress to occur ~ Lets use money
to bring in jobs

Russell Rodenbeck

Colby

The citizens of Colby have been
debating the issue of the building
proposed by the college for some
time now.

Iam 25 years old and have spent
the majority of my life in Colby. As
ayounger resident of this town I feel
that I should share my opinions as
several others have. As I see it, this
issue has been discussed primarily
from a monetary standpoint, as well
it should. I, however, see this issue
as a matter of progress rather than
as matter of how much money we
are willing to part with. The prevail-
ing opinion appears to be that we,
as taxpayers, cannot afford to vote
yes in the upcoming election on this
proposal. [ have ahard time justify-
ing in my own mind why we should
vote no on this issue.

I have heard or read several
people say something along the
lines of the fact that we need more
taxpayers, not increased taxes. |
wholeheartedly agree with this
statement. More taxpayers would
help lessen the burden on the rest of
the taxpayers. But I would like to
know what these people propose we
should do in order to keep our cur-
rent taxpayers and bring new tax-
payers to our community. Will a
refusal to make sacrifices in an ef-
fort to bring change help bring new
taxpayers to this town? If this is the
argument, I must admit that I don’t

understand the logic.

Jerry Downing has expressed his
concern that he will not be able to
reap the full benefits of proposed
state legislation that will reduce
property taxes by up to $600 a year
for citizens over the age of 55.
Granted, I do not know how much
his property taxes will increase if
the college’s proposal is approved,
I'have to wonder if having an extra
$50 a month to put in your pocket
is worth not helping one of the big-
gest assets to our community make
improvements.

I'have heard other people say that
the Colby Community Building
will become an unused building if
this new gym is built. I honestly
think that the Colby Community
Building can definitely benefit
from thisnew building. Having two
larger gymnasiums in town can af-
ford us the opportunity to expand
tournaments to include more teams.

The Orange and Black Classic
and the Ambassador Classic are just
two tournaments that could expand
their fields and invite additional tal-
ented teams. I would imagine the
shopping, lodging and restaurant
industries would certainly welcome
that added business. In short, the
Colby Community Building’s use
should not decrease at all rather it
should increase.

I would also like to address
Charles Cook’s concerns. In his re-
sponse to Skip Sharp’s comments

he poses the question that if this
building is not built and we lose the
college, thenisn’t the leadership of
the college inadequate. No, the
leadership of the college is not in-
adequate. It is the support they are
receiving from the community that
is inadequate. If the community is
unwilling to lend its support to the
leadership of the college on this is-
sue, then leadership is rendered in-
adequate by the community, not by
its own doing.

Again, I think of this issue as a
matter of progress. I am sure that
everyone in this town would agree
that progress and community
growth are both positive things.
What if this new building was the
first step in making Colby Commu-
nity College a four year school
where we award bachelor’s de-
grees?

The only major addition to the
college in the last few years has
been the addition of the Bedker
Building. Maybe it is time to take
the next step in the growth of the
college. But as I hear more argu-
ments being made, it appears to me
that those who are in the strongest
position to exact change in the name
of progress are the same people that
are staunchly opposed to it. When
taking into account some of the
events that have occurred in this
town in recent years and the com-
ments people are making regarding

this particular issue, I wonder why
the motives of our community lead-
ers seemto be governed by personal
benefit or gain, rather than the im-
provement and progress of the com-
munity as a whole.

Now I understand that my view-
point is primarily philosophical
rather than practical. And as some-
one who would like to buy a home
in this town in the near future [ am
very concerned about the added
burden I will be asked to shoulder.

Given our economic struggles in
recent years with poor crop produc-
tion, I understand that money is
very tight. Money has become tight
enough that people seem to want
guarantees on their returns before
they commit to a project. But there
areno guarantees with a projectlike
this, there are only the inherent
risks.

Risks have to be taken for
progress to occur, and I believe that
community progress does not hap-
pen by refusing to make sacrifices.
Strong communities are built by
having strong leaders who are not
afraid to take risks. I can’t say for
certain that this project will bring
about great positive changes for this
community, nor canI say thatit will
cause a great many problems either.

I can say, though, that I hope we
are all strong enough to accepts
risks and make sacrifices in order to
improve our community.

Money needs to be used for all citizens

Jon Friesen

Colby

A facility like this wellness cen-
ter is a high maintenance facility.
From the physical plant, to the
equipment and fixtures within.
Also, this equipment needs to be
updated on a regular basis to stay
competitive.

Our initial investment of
$20,000,000, along with cost over-
runs, will only be a small portion of
the cost to us taxpayers over time.
Even the best laid plans are subject
to change along the way, and the
figures foreconomic growth in this
case are only estimates at best.
We’re realistic and we know that

things are ever changing.

As taxpayers we are not against
increasing taxes. We just want to
make sure that our investment will
pay dividends to our community in
true and lasting economic growth
and that it truly meets the needs of
all the tax paying citizens of Tho-
mas County, and that it doesn’t be-
come another liability for those left
here to pay for.

Let’s be careful that this project
is not just entertainment and that a
specific group of businesses and
individuals are the only ones prof-
iting. Taxpayer’s money needs to be
used to build the community for all
of its citizens and we all have a dif-

ferent opinion as to what that en-
tails.

Investing in a community from
within and investing in its citizens
and businesses that truly serve the
community and thus bring about
lasting economic growth are a good
investment. There are many small
business owners thatare noteligible
for taxpayer assistance. These are
the backbone of Thomas County as
they stand the test of time. This is
what we want for the next genera-
tion and what we hope will encour-
age our college students to come to
Colby and stay after graduation.

Yes, we need ways for our citi-
zens to come together and we must

County needs to work on road

Darlene Soukup

Salina

My husband and I were back in
Colby last weekend (March 24-25)
to visit family and friends. We
stayed out north of Colby on
LaHacienda Drive. Now this road
to my understanding, is just a few
feet out of city limits, so that makes
it the county.

Why on earth hasn’t the county
been out there to sand this road? It
is probably less than a mile. I was
told that several people have called
the county and no phone calls were
returned. We had to park our car in
town because of the rain. What a
mess.

So, I'm hoping maybe this will
getthe county out there to do some-
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Your vote will be appreciated!

JP\THE [OFT
Let The Sunshine In!

Brighten up your home with a fresh new look. We’d
like to celebrate the beautiful spring weather with a
sale! Please join us for storewide savings to make room
for new merchandise! Discounts on collegiate items,
home decor, and much more.

Friday, March 30th * Saturday, March 31st
' Sunday, April 1st

Stop by to enter our drawing for gifts and a $25 gift certificate!

Bring this ad in for an additional
15% off your purchase!

700 Horton Ave. « Colby + 785-460-0566
Located in Oasis Travel Center

thing aboutit. Alot of country roads
are a lot better than that one is.
Please do something about it.
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% General Public i
E[ Transportation VanET[

Hours: 8 am to 4 pm

ﬁlt Days: Monday - Friday M

Phone:

i 460-2901 (8 am-12:30 pm)
443-9208 (12:30 pm - 4 pm)
| If possible call for Reser-
vations by 11 am the pre-
vious business day. Pro-
vided to Colby, Brewster,
Gem, Menlo, Rexford

and a Portion of Oakleym

. as needed.
i “This Project Funded in

Part by the KDOT
Public Transit Program”
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keep up with the needs of a chang-
ing younger generation in order to
maintain growth and prosperity;
however, lets make sound, self-sus-
taining investments for the future,
because this next generation will
have to take over and accept this
responsibility in good times and in
bad.

We need to make sure that we re-
cruit students for the right reasons
and that we build our college’s repu-
tation on the values that will enable
ourcommunity to grow through the
efforts of hard work and a strong
sense of fellowship and community
responsibility.

Larry Oren

Colby

A $100,000 valuation on a resi-
dential property will add $144.79.
Irrigated quarter adds $53.94. Dry-
land quarter adds $45.93 and com-
mercial property adds $314.75.
Take all this times 20 years, folks.
And taxes do not stop with the com-
mercial building, but all of the
equipment in it. As Mr. Flanagin
stated, a lot of people are going to
pay $20,000 to $30,000 or more.

I would like to know how many
college students that are planning
on voting have on their car Thomas
County plates. Larry McDonald
says the college brings in $13 mil-
lion, I would like to see where that
number comes from and break
down of where it went. I see that Mr.
Kreideris offering free baby sitting

at the college for your vote. Really
now, are our tax dollars paying for
that?

As for the dorms, a lot of homes
in Colby are well over 30 years old
and not being torn down. Is our
leadership so bad that these are not
taken care of, and if so will the new
ones have any better care?

If we want Colby to grow we need
industry to bring people to our
county and help pay taxes and bring
in new funds. I feel this money
would be much better spent in this
way, rather than another unitadding
to our taxes rather than helping pay
them. If we are going to spend more
tax dollars at the college, let’s use
them for some young people that we
can hire right here. Very few hire
sports people to come play sports in
their business here in Thomas
County.

About those letters ...

The Free Press encourages and welcomes letters from read-
ers. Letters should be typewritten, if at all possible, and
should include a telephone number and an address. Most
importantly, all letters must include a signature. We reserve
the right to edit for clarity and length, and, likewise, reserve
the right to reject letters deemed to be of no public interest.

Hanlou.

Colby Ag Center would like to thank ev-
eryone that stopped
Colby’s Better Home and Living Show.

by our booth at

Winners of $25.00 gift certificates were:

*Pam Moser ¢ John Sullivan e Larry Kinderknecht

don't forget to check out our
wheelers and accessories!

Remember to stop by Colby Ag Center for your filters,
oil, batteries, and necessities to keep your mowers and
machinery up and running. Now that Spring has sprung,

Yamaha bikes, scooters, 4-

Political ad paid for by Citizens for Mayor Committee.

Vote for Jim Smith For Mayor

Jim is a long time resident of Colby and has the public interests in mind. He
has been self employed since high school besides holding outside jobs, some
of which are mechanic, city policeman and postal employee. He owned and
operated his own trucking company before becoming a licensed real estate
sales person and then becoming a real estate broker and auctioneer and
opening his own office. In running for the office of mayor of the City of Colby,
he believes that the elected mayor and council people of the city should be
more responsible to their constituents. If elected to mayor his door will be
open to all the residents of the city and will encourage the council members to
listen to the people who elected them to office from their respective wards. A
vote for Jim Smith will bring you closer to having a say about Colby. He
encourages everyone to attend city council meetings and let their feelings be
known and see what their council representatives are voting for and against.

Jim will appreciate your vote on April 3rd.
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The Road to Wellness in Morthwest Kansas

SHERIDAN COUNTY HEALTH COMPLEX

e Hospital ® Hoxie Medical Clinic
e Long Term Care Center ® Assisted Living

Hoxie Medical Clinic
John France M.D. - Kaylee Watkins, ARNP-C

785-675-3018
826 18th ~

Selden Community Clinic
Kaylee Watkins, ARNP-C - OPEN WEDNESDAYS!!

785-386-4380
112 N. Kansas ~ Selden, KS

Hoxie, KS

VISIT HOXIE!!

Hoxie Business
Directory

Advertising pays!!
Give Emily a call TODAY!! 462-3963

1-70, Exit 93
Grainfield, KS 67737

BEST PRICES,
BEST SERVICE,
BAR NONE!

PJ & Loadtrail Flatbeds ¢ PJ Tiltbed & Dump Trailers
Travalong & Titan Horse & Stock Trailers
Atchison Hay Trailers * Doolittle Cargo Trailers
Pronghorn Truck Beds

MIKE & JANET BAINTER

785-673-5100



