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Wait it out
or act now?

From The Hutchinson News

The decline of stream flow in western Kansas’ biggest river, the
Arkansas, is not just about droughts and overuse in Colorado. It is
not just what happens on the surface.

The drying of the Arkansas is about what we have done to what
once was considered a “vast underground ocean,” a great resource
of groundwater that seemingly would sustain agriculture forever.
Today it is a resource in peril.

The nation’s fourth-longest river, mighty as it emerges from high
in the Rockies at Leadville, Colo., goes dry through much of west-
ern Kansas. ...

Precipitation makes a difference, but this story is more about how
irrigation farming - in Kansas the same as in Colorado - has sucked
the Ogallala Aquifer dangerously dry. ...

The story of the Ark is a sad one. But it is not irreversible. State
officials and lawmakers, however, must view the decline of the Ark
— and correspondingly the death of vegetation and disappearance
of wildlife — as clearevidence of poor water management. And then
vow to change practices.

Ideas to pay farmers not to water are a start. But far more aggres-
sive efforts will be needed, and the state may have to go to court over
constitutional issues ultimately to curtail irrigation farming.

And of course, not irrigating is painful, too. Agriculture has been
the lifeblood of western Kansas. But again, we see one more reason
why rural Kansas economies must diversify.

Or, we can just wait this out. But be sure, now or later, irrigation
will be over in western Kansas. Whether the state takes action to
curtail irrigation or we wait until the water is gone, irrigation farm-
ing is not a long-term industry for western Kansas.

The benefit of doing something about it now is that western Kan-
sas could remain habitable for other pursuits.

Ahealthy, flowing Arkansas River would be a pleasing sight, too.

About those letters...

The Free Press encourages and welcomes letters from readers.
Letters should include a telephone number and an address. Most
importantly, all letters must include a signature.

Comments to any opinions expressed on this page are encouraged.
Mail themto the Colby Free Press, 155 W. 5th St., Colby, Kan.,67701.
Or e-mail jvannostrand@nwkansas.com or pdecker@nw
kansas.com. Opinions do not necessarily reflect the Free Press.

Where to write, call

U.S. Sen. Pat Roberts, 109 Hart Senate Office
Building, Washington, D.C. 20510. 202/224-4774

U.S. Sen. Sam Brownback, 303 Hart Senate Office
Building, Washington, D.C. 20510. 202/224-6521

U.S. Rep. Jerry Moran, 2443 Rayburn House
Office Building, Washington, D.C. 20515. 202/225-
2715 or Fax 202/225-5124

State Rep. Jim Morrison, State Capitol Building,
300 SW 10th St. Rm. 143-N, Topeka, Kan. 66612.
785/296-7676 e mail: jmorriso@ink.org web:
www.morrisonfamily.com

State Sen. Ralph Ostmeyer, State Capitol, 300 SW
10th St., Rm. 128-S., Topeka, Kan. 66612, 785/296-
7399 ostmeyer @senate.state.ks.us
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Saturday, I was reading the latest headlines on
the American Institute of Archaeology’s Web
site. One caught my eye, and as I read, my skep-
ticism kicked in.

The article was on a supposed pyramid discov-
ered in New England.

The institute is the first and last word when it
comes to archaeology. It is an old and respected
organization, and by the time I was three-fourths
of the way through the article, I was thinking it
had to be a joke.

And it was. I just didn’t account for the time
of year, and the dateline.

Sunday was April Fool’s Day. And I was had.

That was just their way of pulling aleg or two,
but it’s not the first time anyone has been had
when it comes to science or otherwise.

After that, I was prompted to take a look at
some of the biggest hoaxes of all time. I’'m not
talking about the conspiracy theorists who think
the NASA moon landings of the 1960s and 70s
were hoaxes, but there have been some real, well,
doozies.

The 1800s were fraught with them — the Fiji
Mermaid and Cardiff Giant just to name a few.

Another one from the early 20th century with
a scientific bent was the Piltdown Man. It still
gets mentioned every now and then.

That one started with skull fragments that
people saw as the so-called missing link in evo-
lution.

Inthe 1950s, the skull was proved a fake, with
ajaw that wasrelatively modern, and a skull more
than 50,000 years old. Itdiscredited science, and
caused a setback in how evolution was viewed.

Questions still exist over who really made the
hoax, if it was actually a hoax.

Of course, the “big one” everyone knows

Tisha Cox
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about, the one that fooled millions didn’t hap-
pen on April Fool’s Day, but Oct. 30, 1938.

Orson Welles and the infamous radio broad-
castof H.G. Welles’“War of the Worlds” scared
the living daylights out of the country.

That one was only accomplished because of
radio.

Now, with the Internet, almost anything is
possible.

How can anyone forget the Y2K scare a few
years ago?

On Wikipedia, it’s almost April 1 everyday.
It’saplace where anyone and everyone can share
their knowledge and update entries on almost
anything.

The latest snafu on that Web site was a couple
of weeks ago when somebody edited the entry
for comedian Sinbad to say that he had died of a
heart attack. Thing is, he’s alive and well.

I’ve even experienced a hoax myself. It was
afew years back, whenIwasliving in Colorado.
One of the radio stations, KTCL, was broadcast-
ing that U2 was performing ata cornerindown-
town Denver.

People were calling in a panic, asking how
long they were going to be there. Well, we fig-
ured out pretty quick they weren’tthere, because
of the date, April 1, and the street corner was

actually two streets that ran parallel to each
other.

It still brings a smile to my face, but it also
makes me wonder why people are so well, gull-
ible.

A cottage industry had developed on the
Internet dedicated to debunking hoaxes of all
kinds.

The biggest Web sites are snopes.com and
urbanlegends.about.com, which both deal with
urban legends and hoaxes, and
museumofhoaxes.com, which details hoaxes
from the 1700s to now.

Italso lists the top 100 April Fools hoaxes of
all time. The No. 1 hoax is Swiss Spaghetti
Harvest of 1957: “In 1957 the respected BBC
news show Panorama announced that thanks
to a very mild winter and the virtual elimina-
tion of the dreaded spaghetti weevil, Swiss
farmers were enjoying a bumper spaghetti
crop. It accompanied this announcement with
footage of Swiss peasants pulling strands of
spaghetti down from trees. Huge numbers of
viewers were taken in, and many called up
wanting to know how they could grow their
own spaghetti trees.”

Number 4 on the list came from 1996 when
Taco Bell allegedly purchased the Liberty Bell
from the government, and renamed it the Taco
Liberty Bell.

There are too many good ones to list here.

Ididlearn alesson this year. Watch out when
it’s April 1. You never know when someone will
pull a fast one.

eskskoskok

Tisha Cox is a general assignment reporter/
photographer for the Free Press. Her column
appears on Mondays. tcox @nwkansas.com.

Time to decide

One is tempted to wonder what game the Ira-
nians are playing when they abduct 15 or so
British sailors and marines just months before
the United Kingdom begins a phased pull-out
that will leave the Iraqi-Iranian border lightly
guarded at best.

It almost seems a diplomatic faux pas on a
grand scale. After all, they have the British, and
the Americans, on the ropes. We are tired of the
fighting and all we hear athome is the call to get
out of Iraq. Why not let us leave and go right on
doing what they have been doing?

Maybe they believe they haven’t sufficiently
whipped us, yet. You see, our whiners are ready
to come home, but our troops are still willing to
fight. We are clamoring to leave, but we are still
deluding ourselves that it is on our terms.

We cansstill dupe ourselves thatit wasn’t cow-
ardice on the part of our people and our elected
representatives that lost this war — it was justa
bad plan by a poorly advised and none-too-
bright president.

Never mind that it’s absolute rubbish. That’s
what we’ll tell ourselves, if we are given the
chance. But, if the Iranians and the insurgents
and Al Qaeda continue to ramp things up just
when we are getting ready to leave, they will
bleed us dry until we are revealed for what they
think we are — a paper tiger.

Itis only when we are begging for them to let
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us go and we are leaving Iraq like a dog with his
tail between his legs, will they be happy.

The story of the British 44th foot in Afghani-
stan about 150 years ago should tell us some-
thing. After an unsuccessful occupation wherein
political rather than military means were used
to pacify an occupied country, they tried to re-
treat and were hounded by the Afghanis until
they were finally wiped out in a battle that made
the Little Bighorn look like a family squabble.

The technology is different today, but the
game is the same. We are faced with two imme-
diate choices — either decide to win or get out.

If we get out, we need to do it now. No time-
table, no phased withdrawal and no pullback.
Just get ourselves and as many of our allies out
as possible in as little time as possible and deal
with the repercussions (can anyone say $5 gaso-
line?)

Ifnot, we have to decide to win. That means a
couple of things. First, we have to decide that
we are not just staying until Iraq and Afghani-
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stan are stable.

We need to decide we are staying until every
lastinsurgent, freedom fighter, or whatever you
like to call them is dead.

Second, we need to decide that any threat to
American interests or personnel, regardless of
magnitude, will be met with brutal and over-
whelming force. That means using missiles and
bombs when they are using bullets and grenades.

Third, we know we don’t want civilian casu-
alties, but we also need to decide that when the
choice is the lives of their civilians or our mili-
tary personnel, their civilians will lose every
time.

Yes, we can warn them when possible, but the
endresultislocal civilians getting our menkilled
— orcourt-martialed — because they won’t get
outof the way and they won’t get out of the way
because they know we won’t shoot at their
brother-in-law the terrorist if they are protect-
ing him.

The bottom line is we have to be willing to do
what the other side cannot endure. Right now
they fear our army, but they know it must oper-
ate by rules which work in their favor.

Itisnotenough they fear our Army. They must
fear us.

Jay Kelley is a local writer who speaks his
mindfromtime to time. His e-mail is jkelley @st-
tel.net.
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