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Tod the Dinosaur ® Patrick Roberts
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Cryptoquip
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Yesterday’s Cryptoquip: IF A CERTAIN PLANT
PROCEDURE IS BROADCAST ON THE TUBE, MIGHT
SOMEONE CALL THAT A TELEGRAFT?

Today’s Cryptoquip Clue: W equals T
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This is a logic-based
number placement puz-

zle. The goal is to enter

a number, 1-9, in each
cell inwhich each row,

column and 3x3 region

must contain only one
instance of each nu-

meral. The solution to

today’s Sudoku puzzle
isright.
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Bridge

South dealer.
Neither side vulnerable.

NORTH
@® 62
YK 75
® 742
A K103
WEST EAST
S QJ104 MK OS5
Y63 Y842
K Q96 ¢ 33
+Q 74 ] O652
SOUTH
@S A73
YAQJT 109
® AJ 105
»f
The bidding:
South West North East
I 4 Pass 2 e Pass
2@ Pass 2 ¥ Pass
4 @

Opening lead — queen of spades.

Like a Hole in the Head

The longer you play the game, the more
you come to realize that success at bridge
depends more on plain common sense than
on anything else.

For example, take this deal where West
led the spade queen against four hearts.
Declarer won with the ace, cashed the A-K
of clubs, discarding a spade, then led adia-
mond and finessed the ten.

West won with the queen and returned the
queen of clubs, ruffed by South. Declarer
then led the ten of trumps to the king, re-
turned a diamond from dummy and fi-
nessed the jack, losing to West’s king.

Back came the spade jack, which held,
and another spade that declarer ruffed. By
this time, South had lost three tricks, and
his last four cards were the A-Q of trumps
and A-5 of diamonds. Whether South
pulled East’s last trump before playing the
ace of diamonds or played the ace first, he
had to lose another trick and so finished
down one.

However, declarer missed a practically
certain way to make the contract. There was
no good reason to take any diamond fi-
nesses at all, since he needed them like a
hole in the head.

Allhe had todo, after playing the A-K of
clubs, was to lead a diamond to the ace at
trick four and return a diamond. The de-
fenders would have been unable to stop
South from eventually ruffing his fourth
diamond with dummy’s king of hearts to
produce his 10th trick. His only losers
would have been a spade and two dia-
monds.

Expressed differently, South’s 10 win-
ners would have consisted of the ace of
spades, ace of diamonds, A-K of clubs, his
five natural trump tricks and the fourth-
round diamond ruff in dummy. The dia-
mond finesses South attempted created a
risk that was not justified by the circum-
stances.

Family Circus « Bil Keane
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Crossword
ACROSS 41 Town 2 Remark 24 LX
1 Urban bigwig re Yorick percent
fleet 43 Delicate, 3 After- of D
5 Stroller as a dinner 25 Privy
9 Embrace fragrance speech? 26 Comic-
12 Grad 47 In bygone 4 Smugly strip
13 John/ times ingratiat- caveman
Rice 48 Cartoon ing 27 Bridge
collabora- vamp 5 Segment position
tion 51 Writer 6 Carnival 29 Wilde-
14 NAFTA Buscaglia city beest
signatory 52 “What’s 7 Big fuss 30 “— the
15 Military the big 8 Syrup ramparts
sky divers —?” flavor
17 Journey 53 Cogito- 9 Wham-O 351 love, to
segment sum link product Livy
18 Lotus 54 Recipe 10 Second- 37 Wept
model meas. hand loudly
19 Burdens 55 Stage 11 Jokes 39 Trip
21 Yours statuette 16 Dead around
truly 56 Turns heat the
22 Choppers green? 20 Mel of world?
24 Sculptor’s Coopers- 40 Fellow
medium  DOWN town 41 Beer
27 Preceding 1 Partofa 22 Hack- ingredient
28 Takeout superhero neyed 42 Quite
request costume 23 Slithery some
31 Army . . . . time
rank Solution time: 25 mDms. 43 Com-
(Abbr.) o) mand to
32 Be unwell G Rover
33 Indivisible H 44 Whig
34 Pop R 8 rival
choice AlP s 45 Theater
36 Pigpen T[R E box
37 Incite lc~ 46 Heroic
38 Overact g "I" g é . g 3 poetry
40 “Monop- AT Tole " aTal 49 Tokyo’s
oly” BIEIG|S E vla old name
corner Yesterday’s answer 4.5 50 Toe tally
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