
Beetle Bailey • Mort Walker

Zits • Jim Borgman & Jerry Scott

Crossword

Hagar the Horrible • Chris Browne

Sally Forth • Greg Howard

Blondie • Chic Young
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Bridge Family Circus • Bil Keane
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Mother Goose and Grimm • Mike Peters

Baby Blues • Rick Kirkman & Jerry Scott

This is a logic-based
number placement puz-
zle. The goal is to enter
a number, 1-9, in each
cell in which each row,
column and 3x3 region
must contain only one
instance of each nu-
meral. The solution to
today’s Sudoku puzzle
is right.

Tod the Dinosaur • Patrick Roberts
   Famous Hand

This deal occurred in a tournament
about 60 years ago. The declarer failed
to find the best line of play and, as a re-
sult, went down in a grand slam.

 He won the club lead with the ace,
played the A-K-Q of trumps and cashed
the A-K of spades. When the missing
spades proved to be divided 4-1, South
was at the end of his rope. He cashed the
diamond ace, ruffed a diamond with
dummy’s last trump, discarded two
more diamonds on the queen of spades
and king of clubs, but then had to lose a
diamond to West’s king at the end.

In effect, declarer bet all his chips on
finding the spades divided 3-2, in which
case he would have made the contract
easily. The flaw in this method of play
was that it made no provision for a pos-
sible 4-1 spade division (a hefty 28 per-
cent chance).

 To guard against a 4-1 spade split
while at the same time allowing for the
normal 3-2 division, South should have
cashed the ace of hearts at trick two, then
played the ace of spades followed by a
trump to dummy’s jack.

Declarer next cashes dummy’s king of
clubs and discards the king of spades on
it! A low spade is then ruffed with the
queen of hearts, a trump is led to
dummy’s king (drawing West’s last
trump) and another low spade is ruffed
with South’s last trump.

 The result of all these maneuvers is
that South makes the grand slam.
Dummy’s last five cards are the Q-8-6


