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Sally Forth ® Greg Howard

I'M JUST SAYING SOMETIMES TO
MAINTAIN THE FAMILY PEACE
YOU HAVE TO TELL EVERYONE OFF...

N |FINALLY GET THE POINT!

JUST GATHER ALL THE
OFFENDING RELATIVES
AND REALLY TEAR
INTO THEM UNTIL THEY
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OR AS I LIKE TO CALL IT,
"MY THANKSGIVING, 1998."

I REMEMBER
THE PHOTOS.
SO MANY
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THEREAUTATION | YO EVER
PONETHAT

W BAD

THIS MORNING T THREW
WG INTHE WASTE-
BASKET WITHOUT

i | PAPERFIRET

WRAPPING IT IN
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BUMSTEAD, |
NEED TO SEE
> you IN My
OFFICE RIGHT

BOSS

SURE THING,
ME FINISH UP THIS

LAST BIT OF
BUSINESS
N\

I

..JUST LET
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WHAT HAPPENED?
OID yOU LOSE
SOMETHING?
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NO, | WAS JUsT
GOING FOR
THREE OF A KIND

Hagar the Horrible

Jill
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® Chris Browne

I'M SUPPOSED
TO BEHIS BEST
FRIEND BUT

HIS SNORING IS TOO
LOUD... MY FOOD's
ALWAYS LATE...AND
THOSE HIKES HE TAKES
ME ON...UGH!
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I'DLIKETOBITE THE
GUY WHO THOUGHT UP
THIS “BEST FRIEND”
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Mother Goose and Grimm ® Mike Peters

[GRIMM, THIS IS OBEDIENGE
SCHOOL . ¢0U'VE
START LEARNIN@?%BTE
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CANDY AFTER EIGH

SURE HE DOES HI
HOMEWORK

DON'T LET TODD HAVE|

O'CLOCK. AND MAKE

AND Don

T ScooT IN

=]

IT DISCOLORS THE
CARPET

T LET HIM
THE HOUSE.
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WHAT'D You THINK
1 MEANT, GIRL?

VROOM!

Baby Blues ® Rick K

irkman & Jerry Scott
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OOM! NICE
STATCHES!
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Now, YoulL WANT To
BE REALLY CAREFUL
\FPE A WHILE.
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Yesterday’s Cryptoquip: DURING THEIR
COSMIC OUTINGS, THE THIRSTY ALIENS LIKED
TO MAKE A STOP BY THE SPACE BAR.

Today’s Cryptoquip Clue: T equals F

(Conceptis Sudoku

by Dave Green
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This is a logic-based
number placement puz-

zle. The goal is to enter

a number, 1-9, in each
cell inwhich each row,

column and 3x3 region

must contain only one
instance of each nu-

meral. The solution to
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today’s Sudoku puzzle
isright.
Bridge
West dealer.
Neither side vulnerable.
NORTH
®AQO9
¥YKIS83
®AJ10
0 74
WEST EAST
S8 53 @6
¥ 9 YQ7652
® 74 98532
P+AKQIO652 »fJ3
SOUTH
MK JT10742
YA104
®*K Q6
R
The bidding:
West North East South
3 Dble Pass 4 NT
Pass 5% Pass 6

Opening lead — king of clubs.

The So-Called Educated Guess

Declarer is often faced with the problem
of resolving which way to finesse against
a missing queen. From a mathematical
standpoint, this appears to be a straightfor-
ward 50-50 proposition, but in fact a skill-
ful declarer will “guess” correctly far more
than One way of improving the success
ratio is for declarer to try to learn as much
as possible about the opponents’ distribu-
tion before committing himself one way or
the other. How he goes about doing this is
shown in today’s hand.

West led the king of clubs and continued
with the ace. Declarer ruffed, drew three
rounds of trumps, West following suitto all
three, and then ruffed dummy’s last club.
East’s diamond discard confirmed that
West, as expected, had started with seven
clubs.

One more piece of information regarding
West’s distribution remained to be uncov-
ered, and South quickly resolveditby cash-
ing the A-K-Q of diamonds, West showing
out on the third round. The picture of the
hand West held originally was now com-
plete. He had started with seven clubs, three
spades, two diamonds and therefore only
one heart.

Declarer was now ready to tackle the
heart suit, but, thanks to his careful prepa-
ratory steps, the location of the queen was
no longera guess. Either Easthad the miss-
ing damsel or West had it singleton. So, at
trick ten declarer led a heart to dummy’s
king. When the queen did not appear, South
next led a heart to his ten to bring home the
slam.

Admittedly, there are deals where de-
clarer, despite diligent efforts, will be un-
able to significantly increase his chances of
locating amissing queen. Butin the present
case, by simply addingup to 13, South was
able toraise his chances from 50 percent to
100 percent.
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Family Circus « Bil Keane
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“The phone rang ten times
and then stopped!”

Crossword

ACROSS 38 “Sports- DOWN 26 Ball-

1 Radio’s Center” 1 Coll. mil. carrier’s
Limbaugh channel org. allies

5 Tackle 39 IRS 2 Caspian 28 Asian
moguls worker Sea holiday

8 Scratches 40 Western feeder 29 1995
(out) st. 3 Withered Harvey

12 Sweet 42 Dervishes 4 “Yippee!” Keitel
sandwich 45 Jacks 5 Lurid movie

13 Stashed 49 Cruising novels 30 Eminem’s

14 Wield the 50 Idolater’'s 6 Tease genre
shears emotion 7 Concept 31 Raggedy

15 Poi base 52 Up to 8 Date, e.g. one?

16 Praise in 53 Gossip 9 Door 36 Narcotic
verse 54 Support- hardware 37 Stan-

17 Dag- ing 10 Green dard
wood’s 55 Other- land 38 On
boss’s wise 11 Lovers’ cloud
wife 56 Relaxa- quarrel nine

18 Rever- tion 19 “— not!” 41 Indefinite
end, e.g. 57 USNA 21 Compete article

20 Long- grad 24 Clear the 42 Disap-
legged 58 Out tables pear
shorebird of 25 lllustra- gradually

22 Request play tions 43 Actress

23 Annoy Argento

24 Youngest Solution time: 25 mins. 44 Out

27 List- K P[s of
condens- ! o|pP harm’s
ing = g g way
phrase S|H 46 Gross

32 Web A T[AlC|O 47 Couturier
address 3 b e M e Schia-

33 Kind of FlA s[P|A[v] parelli
pron. Oo[N U|r|[G|E| 48 Coaster

34 Operated g 2 2 /'; 'é 51 Took

35 “She — K olalola the
Conquer” Yesterday’s answer 4-26 trophy
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