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The forecast
Tonight — Clear with a low

around 41. North wind between
5 and 15 mph. Saturday —
Sunny with a high near 80. West
wind around 5 mph. Saturday
night  — Clear with a low
around 50. Calm wind becom-
ing south between 5 and 10 mph.
Sunday — Sunny with a high
near 87. South wind between 10
and 15 mph. Sunday night —
Clear with a low around 52.
Monday — A 20 percent
chance of showers and thunder-
storms after 1 p.m. Partly cloudy
with a high near 82. Tuesday —
 Partly cloudy with a high near
78.

Temperatures
Thursday’s high, 66
Low this morning, 35
Records for this date, 91 in

1989, 22 in 1924
Precipitation last 24 hours,

0.30
April’s precipitation, 3.45
A recorded forecast updated

throughout the day is available
by calling (785) 899-7119. Cur-
rent temperatures are available
by calling 460-8367.

4-H dog show Saturday
A 4-H dog show will be held at 10 a.m. Saturday at the 4-

H Building at the Thomas County Fairgrounds.
 4-H members and their dogs will compete in showman-

ship and obedience.

Commissioners to meet Monday
    The Thomas County commissioners will meet at 9 a.m.
Monday at the courthouse.
     Items on the agenda include breaking the tire for the
Menlo City Council election and a tour of county roads. The
meeting is open to the public.

“Look, Lunch and Learn” planned
    Thomas County Academy, the Colby School District’s
charter school, is holding a “Look, Learn and Lunch” at the
school from 11 a.m. to 2 p.m. Monday. Come look at the
classroom environment, learn about projects and presenta-
tions and eat a light lunch. For information, call 460-5075.

Square dance Saturday
The Golden Buckle Square Dance group is planning a

dance starting at 8 p.m., Saturday, at the Colby Community
Building. Anyone interested in square dancing is invited.

Day of Prayer May 3
The Thomas County Ministerial Alliance invites everyone

to observe National Day of Prayer at noon Thursday, May 3,
in front of the Thomas County courthouse. A proclamation
from Gov. Kathleen Sebelius will be read followed by op-
portunities for individual prayers. The service will conclude
no later than 12:30 p.m.  A praise and prayer rally is also
planned from 7 to 8 p.m. that day at the Colby Community
Building Little Theater.

Remote control car races May 6
Remote control races will not be held this Sunday at First

Baptist Church of Colby, 615 W. Webster, but are scheduled
for Sunday May 6 from 2 to 5 p.m. Young people are invited

to attend and cars will be provided for those who do not have
one. For questions, call Kent Higerd, 462-3440.

Endowment Foundation meeting
The Colby Community College Endowment Foundation

annual meeting is set for 6 p.m., Monday, May 14 in the
Robert Burnett Student Union on campus.  For questions, call
Foundation Director Nick Wells, (785) 460-4684.

Free sports physicals May 8
    Colby Medical and Surgical Center, 175 S. Range Ave., will
again offer free sports physical examinations to Thomas
County middle and high school students between 5:30 and
6:30 p.m., Tuesday, May 8. The times for Colby High School
students to arrive at the clinic is 5:30 p.m.; Colby Middle
School students at 6 p.m.; and all Brewster and Golden Plains
middle and high school students at 6:30 p.m. “Please bring
the physical examination forms with you,” said Patti
Stephens, RN and coordinator of the event. For questions call
Stephens at (785) 462-3332.

Lot 1  1989 Subaru Station Wagon, 4 dr.
Lot 2  1990 Lincoln Town Car, 4 dr.
Lot 3  1998 Nissan Altima, 4 dr.
Lot 4  1995 Ford Taurus, 4 dr.
Lot 5  1970 Ford Maverick, 2 dr.
Lot 6  2001 Ford Focus, 3 dr.
Lot 7  1997 Chevy Venture Mini Van
Lot 8  1997 Yamaha Dirt Bike
Lot 9  1991 Nissan, 4 dr.
Lot 10  1993 Toyota, 4 dr.
Lot 11  1993 Mercury, 2 dr.

• • • AUCTION • • •

Abandoned and seized vehicles to be sold by the Thomas County Sheriff’s Office

Saturday, May 5th• 10:00 a.m. • Viewing @ 9:00
Law Enforcement Center Impound Lot • 225 North Court, Colby, KS

Steve Bugbee-Auctioneer • 785-462-0625
965 East Fourth • Colby, KS 67701

Murray Adrian
785-460-3408

Bugbee Auctions

Other miscellaneous items may be auctioned in addition to the vehicles.

Lot 12  1991 Pontiac Grand Prix
Lot 13  1995 Hyundai Accent, 4 dr.
Lot 14  1988 Honda Accord, 4 dr.
Lot 15  1994 Chevy Corsica, 4 dr.
Lot 16  2000 Chevy Malibu, 4 dr.
Lot 17  1984 Chevy Station Wagon
Lot 18  1987 Pontiac Grand Am, 2 dr.
Lot 19  1996 Isuza Station Wagon
Lot 20  1982 AME Eagle SW
Lot 21  1991 Dodge Caravan
Lot 22  1987 Oldsmobile Cutlass, 4 dr.

Drug forfeiture vehicles to be sold by the Thomas County Sheriff’s Office
Lot 23  2000 Ford Focus, 4 dr
Lot 24  2002 Hyundai, 4 dr.

Lot 25  2000 Mitsubishi, 2 dr.

Other vehicles that may be sold are:
2003 Ford Crown Victoria, 4 dr.
2002 Ford Crown Victoria, 4 dr.

2002 Ford Crown Victoria, 4 dr.

Vehicles to be sold by the Thomas County Emergency Management
1985 Chevy step-van 454 cid, on board propane generator, auto transmission

Announcements made day of sale take precedence over printed matter.  Terms: Cash day
of sale.  All items to be paid for before removal.  No warranties expressed or implied.

Custom-Designed

Ag Buildings
Wick ag buildings are custom-designed to meet your needs.

From specialized crop storage buildings to machine shops and
sheds, Wick Buildings will build the perfect building to suit your

needs.
Kevin Brown

SAPPA VALLEY CONSTRUCTION, LLC
Rt. 3, Box 2AA, Oberlin, KS  67749

785-475-3130

Mon. April 30th, 11 - 2 @ TCA Classroom

Look at our classroom environment, learn about our projects/
presentations, and eat a light lunch on us.

The students and staff of Thomas County Academy invite you to

LOOK, LEARN, AND LUNCH
at the Open House on

For more information, please call 460-5004.

(enter through Woods door on South side)FF LANDERSLANDERS

5” Seamless Steel

Spring Special
Ask for 10% OFF

Call Jamie
Cell: 303-408-3388

GG UTTERINGUTTERING

will be hosting it’s

Saturday, May 5 at 2:00
p.m. at the school.

The featured Keynote
Speaker will be James

Dobson’s daughter,

Danae DobsonDanae Dobson

Danae DobsonDanae Dobson

Danae Dobson

who has written 22 books to date.

Tickets-$10.00.  Please
call 785-460-6419 for
more info or tickets.

First Annual Spring
       Tea!

Superior Livestock
Representative

Steve Vaughn
655 Woofter Ave.
Colby, KS  67701

Soapbox Derby

Saturday, May 19th

Atwood Rod Run

SAFETY INSPECTION
Friday, May 18 @ 7:00
High School Ag Shop

Race Starts Saturday
2:00 P.M.

For Rules Contact
Matt at

785-626-0315

or
1:00pm Saturday, May 19

Fortune Hi-Tech Marketing
I wanted you to know about my new business!

We represent several popular name company’s.  They are as follows: True
Essentials Nutritional Product; GE Security; Fortune Wireless - Verizon, Cingular,
Sprint, T-Mobile, Nextel, Alltel, US Cellular - Great phone deals on all models;
Top of the line Cosmetics, Disney Mobile; Dish Network; Personal Web Page;
Fonvantage (Voice over Internet); Identashield; HealthCard; Choice Plans (4
tier Drug Plan); GoSolo (Long distance service); Magazine.com; IT Please (fix
computer problems over phone/internet).  This is just to name a few!
Please give us a chance to fill your needs.

Call 785-443-1177 or 785-460-9792
Duane Brown, Authorized Dealer & Fortune Rep.

Clear and
warmer

Public Service
Announcement
SRS to hold Child Care & Development
Fund Public Hearings.  CCDF supports
the Child Care Subsidy Program
(financial assistance to low-income
families) as well as early learning
quality initiatives such as child care,
provider professional development,
child care resources & referral, Kansas
Early Head Start, and regulation and
licensure of child care facilities. A
draft of the new CCDF State Plan can
be accessed at http:www.srskansas.org.
Comments may be emailed to:
earlylearning@srs.ks.gov by May
25, 2007.  Hearings will be held at the
SRS Offices in the following commu-
nities: Hays, Dodge City, Garden
City, and Great Bend.  They will be
held on Saturday, May 5, 2007 from
10:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m. and Monday,
May 7, 2007 from 6:30 p.m. to 8:30
p.m.

Flint Hills will be alive with the sound of music
By Ron Wilson

Director of the Huck Boyd
National Institute for Rural

Development at Kansas State
University.

The song of a meadowlark. The
cry of a hawk. The distant lowing of
a cow and the gentle swish of the
Kansas breeze rustling through the
tall prairie grass, with scenic hills
rolling into the distance.

Taken together, it is a sort of sym-
phony of nature in the Flint Hills.
Now these Flint Hills are serving as
the stage for another type of sym-
phony — an actual symphony, com-
plete with world-class musicians,
instruments, and conductor, yet still
with those pastoral hills as a back-
drop

 Emily Hunter is the coordinator
for the 2007 Symphony in the Flint
Hills. She explains that the inspira-
tion for this event is a special birth-

day party put on by rancher Jane
Koger back in the 1990s. Jane
wanted to do something unique for
her 40th birthday, so she had an or-
chestra performance in her ranch
pasture and invited the neighbors.
It was quite a happening.

In the following years a group of
volunteer leaders came together to
put on a similar event for the entire
region: A Symphony in the Flint
Hills. They organized committees
and a volunteer board of directors.
They brought Emily Hunter on
board to serve as event coordinator.
She set up her office in the rural,
Flint Hills community of Strong
City, population 585 people. Now,
that’s rural.

After years of planning and work,
the First Annual Symphony in the
Flint Hills was held in 2006. It fea-
tured a performance by the Kansas
City Symphony in a natural amphi-

theater nestled in the hills of Chase
County. The audience response was
tremendous.

The board committed to move the
event around the region each year.
As

Emily says, “The Flint Hills have
many faces.” In 2007, the second
annual Symphony in the Flint Hills
will be held in Wabaunsee County.
It promises to be even bigger.

Emily says, “This is a three-fold
event: The landscape, the music,
and education. We want to educate
people about the natural and cul-
tural heritage of the Flint Hills re-
gion.”

Emily and the Board care deeply
about the Flint Hills and its history.

“People talk about the ancient
redwoods in California. They’ve
been there for 3,500 years, Emily
says. But the grass has been here for
8,000 years. And this remaining
tallgrass prairie is unique on this
continent”

“There’s wonderful wisdom in
the Flint Hills,” she says. “Long
time ranchers have a saying, ‘If you
take care of the grass, it will take
care of you.’”

She says, “Experienced people in
the Flint Hills say there are three
essential elements for the prairie
ecosystem to survive. One is the
grass itself. The second is grazing
animals, which originally were buf-
falo and now are cattle. People truck
in 100,000 head of cattle each sum-
mer to graze on these hills. The third
element is fire, which must happen
to burn off the hills or invasive spe-
cies (read “cedar trees”) will take
over.

Educational and experiential op-
portunities will be provided prior to
the symphony, which takes place on
Saturday, June 16, 2007. At 6:30

p.m., the concert begins, with com-
ments from the Governor and then
the Kansas City Symphony Orches-
tra performing works by Aaron
Copland and others.

Interest in this event is so high
that the general admission tickets
for this year’s performance sold out
in an incredible 24 hours. Wow. VIP
patron tickets and sponsorship op-
portunities are still available.

Emily says, “This is a highly col-
laborative event.” Last year, there
were more than 400 volunteers
from 53 towns in seven states. Res-
ervations to attend this year’s event
have come in from coast to coast
and from Florida to Alaska. For
more information, go to
www.symphonyintheflinthills.org .

The song of the meadowlark, the
cry of the hawk, and the distant roll-
ing hills will be joined with an ac-
tual symphony of music and 5,000
visitors in this incredible event in
June 2007. We salute Emily Hunter
and the Board of Symphony in the
Flint Hills for making a difference
with their creativity and initiative.

And there’s more. We’ll learn
how Wabaunsee County is making
the most of this opportunity in our
next column.

The mission of the Huck Boyd
National Institute for Rural Devel-
opment is to enhance rural develop-
ment by helping rural people help
themselves. The Kansas Profile ra-
dio series and columns are pro-
duced with assistance from the K-
State Research and Extension De-
partment of Communications News

Unit. Audio and text files of Kansas
Profiles are available at http://
www.kansasprofile.com. For more
information about  the Huck Boyd
Institute, interested persons can
visit  http://www.oznet.ksu.edu/
huckboyd/.

Recipients don’t reply to e-mail
meeting since the recipients,

Dickman and Albers, did not reply
to the e-mail.

Schmeidler also said a conversa-
tion in the boys’ locker room be-
tween Wellbrock and Rudell did not
constitute an illegal meeting be-
cause they were talking about one

of the men’s wives, not school mat-
ters.

The second lawsuit against
Schmeidler was filed oApril 9, less
than a week after the April 3 elec-
tion. Confusion arose after the case
was filed listing Wolf, not
Beckman, as one of the plaintiffs.

“We had originally filed with a
different set of petitions and it was

a typo and we simply did not catch
it,” Oller said.

Oller said his office staff errone-
ously listed Wolf as a member of the
recall committee when it should
have been Dickman, Teeter and
Beckman challenging
Schmeidler’s decision for a second
time. An amended petition will be
filed with the court.

From “GRINNELL,” Page 1

School districts’ future unknown
A cooperative merger between

Grinnell and Grainfield school dis-
tricts has still not been settled by the
Grinnell school board.

While a 1980s cooperative agree-
ment paved the way for boys from
both districts to play football as one
team, an expanded agreement
signed in December includes all
sports and academics.

Grinnell board members voting
in favor of the expanded agreement
was Duane Vollbracht , Gary
Ostmeyer, Francis Rudell and Scott

Wellbrock. Voting against it were
Ben Dickman, Jody Beckman and
Don Albers.

At last Monday’s board meeting,
Dickman, Beckman and Albers,
voted to overturn the agreement, but
the measure failed in a 4-3 vote.

The agreement is still undeter-
mined and things could change in

July when newly elected board
members Alan Suter and Don Tee-
ter and Robert Fellhoelter will re-
place Ostmeyer and Dickman who
did not run for re-election. Rudell
lost in the election.

Please RecyclePlease RecyclePlease RecyclePlease RecyclePlease Recycle

Reach over 14,000 homes
weekly  with our

 Colby Free Press/Country
Advocate combo ads


