
BridgeCrossword

Beetle Bailey • Mort Walker

Zits • Jim Borgman & Jerry Scott

Hagar the Horrible • Chris Browne

Sally Forth • Greg Howard

Blondie • Chic Young

Cryptoquip

Family Circus • Bill Keane

                    Bidding Quiz

1. One notrump. Though it is normal to raise partner
whenever you have four trumps — and it might there-
fore be contended that the proper rebid is two diamonds
— there are good reasons for preferring one notrump.
First, the hand is well-suited for notrump play, which is
best expressed by a rebid of one notrump. A raise in
diamonds would tend to imply more in the way of dis-
tributional values, such as a singleton or a couple of
doubletons, which is not the case here. Also, the oppo-
nents’ silence makes it more likely that partner has a
good hand and is headed for game. If this hope materi-
alizes, a nine-trick notrump game seems far more prom-
ising than an 11-trick diamond game. Furthermore, if
the best contract is notrump, your tenace positions in
the majors suggest that the hand will play better from
your side of the table. 2. Three notrump. You should be
unwilling to settle for less than three notrump once part-
ner responds with a diamond. A jump to two notrump
or three clubs would run the risk of a pass, since either
of these bids would merely invite, but not force, part-
ner to bid again. 3. Two hearts. The jump-shift in hearts
forces partner to bid again and commits the partnership
to game. With this gigantic hand, you can afford to in-
sist on another response, even though partner might
have only six points. Game, perhaps even a slam, is
highly probable in clubs, diamonds, hearts or notrump.
4. One spade. You have no choice but to try to describe
your distribution on an installment-plan basis, bidding
spades now and showing diamond support later to iden-
tify the three-suited nature of your hand. Of course, you
have a strong preference for clubs as trumps over spades,
but you cannot afford to bypass the possibility that part-
ner has four-card spade support.  5. Four notrump. The
number of aces partner has is the key to how many tricks
you can make with diamonds as trumps, so you use
Blackwood to find out. If partner shows no aces by bid-
ding five clubs, you bid five diamonds; if he shows one
ace, you bid six diamonds; if he shows two aces, you
bid seven diamonds.

Tod the Dinosaur • Patrick Roberts

Baby Blues • Rick Kirkman & Jerry Scott

Mother Goose and Grimm • Mike Peters

   Foresight Is Rewarded

 This deal occurred during the 1984 World Team
Olympiad in the match between Pakistan and Ger-
many. It features a play that is seldom seen in actual
practice, although the opportunity for it arises more
frequently than is generally realized.

 Declarer with the South hand was Jan-e-Alam
Fazli of Pakistan. His out-of-the-blue four-spade bid
was intended primarily as a sacrifice against four
hearts. But when West led a heart and the surprisingly
strong dummy came down, Fazli realized he had a
genuine chance to make the contract.

   He finessed the queen of hearts at trick one
and cashed the ace, discarding a club. At this point,
most declarers would probably lead a low trump from
dummy, hoping to lose only one trump trick and two
clubs and so make four spades.

   But this approach would not have met with
success. West would win the king of spades with the
ace and shift to the K-10 of clubs, won by East with
the queen. A third round of clubs would then render
South helpless. If he ruffed low, West would overruff
with the nine; if he ruffed with the queen instead, West
would discard and eventually score the setting trick
with the nine of trumps.

Fazli wisely foresaw that this might occur if he led
a spade at trick three, so instead he led the eight of
This immaculate play effectively severed the defend-
ers’ communications. After winning the heart, West
led the K-10 of clubs, declarer ruffing East’s queen.
Fazli then finessed the queen of diamonds and re-
turned a low spade.

West took the king with the ace but could do no
better than return a diamond. Fazli won with the ace,
cashed dummy’s ten of spades and ruffed a diamond.
The queen of spades then drew West’s nine, and the
doubled contract came rolling home.
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