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Colby needs to
blow its own horn

By John Van Nostrand

Celebrities from the Great Plains are few and that is why towns
where those celebrities come from need to let the others know.

Legendary champagne music band director Lawrence Welk is
from Strasburg, N.D., actor Dennis Hopper is from Dodge City, actor
Denver Pyle is from Bethune, Colo., and Colby has opera talent
Samuel Ramey.

The Colby City Council was informed by the Kansas Department
of Transportation that the town should have a sign installed on In-
terstate 70 stating Colby is the birthplace of Ramey.

Those kind of signs are common. Astronauts may be the most
popular celebrity, as Burlington, Colo., and Salina are two area towns
that claim an astronaut and let the motorists driving through know.
There are other towns with astronaut signs.

Operais aunique form of entertainment. Opera does not have the
mediaattention like movies, rock stars and professional athletes. But
that is exactly why a sign for Ramey should be installed. Colby’s
celebrity is not like other towns’ famous natives.

Ramey, who performed in Wichita last month, admitted Colby is
aknown place in the opera world because of what he has done to the
industry since his career began decades ago. He knows where he
stands in the business.

Eitherin New York City or overseas, Ramey said there have been
people who said they remembered him while driving through Kan-
sas, usually on their way to the Rocky Mountains.

Other people need to know about Ramey too. Colby would be
doing a favor for the opera industry by potentially creating more
opera fans. People may stop at the Colby Visitor’s Center and ask
who Ramey is and that may be all it takes to start an interest in opera
— and maybe an interest in Colby and Thomas County.

(While we’re at it, if we are considering a sign for Ramey, we
should also note Christian contemporary musician Mark Schultz,
another Colby native. Connecting him with KGCR Radio near
Brewster, which regularly plays Schultz, would be a great combi-
nation.)

— John ¥n Nostrand is publisher of the Colby Free Press.

Comments to any opinions expressed on this page are encouraged.
Mail themto the Colby Free Press, 155 W. 5th St., Colby, Kan.,67701.
Or e-mail jvannostrand@nwkansas.com or pdecker@nw
kansas.com. Opinions do not necessarily reflect the Free Press.

Where to write, call

U.S. Sen. Pat Roberts, 109 Hart Senate Office
Building, Washington, D.C. 20510. 202/224-4774

U.S. Sen. Sam Brownback, 303 Hart Senate Office
Building, Washington, D.C. 20510. 202/224-6521

U.S. Rep. Jerry Moran, 2443 Rayburn House
Office Building, Washington, D.C. 20515. 202/225-
2715 or Fax 202/225-5124

State Rep. Jim Morrison, State Capitol Building,
300 SW 10th St. Rm. 143-N, Topeka 66612. 785/296-
7676 e mail: jmorriso@ink.org web:
www.morrisonfamily.com

State Sen. Ralph Ostmeyer, State Capitol, 300 SW
10th St., Rm. 128-S., Topeka, Kan. 66612, 785/296-
7399 ostmeyer @senate.state.ks.us
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Prescription for frustration

The latest chapter in the continuing saga of Dr.

Vic Hildyard unfolded last weekend when the
Kansas State Board of Healing Arts reinstated his

license to practice medicine with conditions.

For the benefit of newcomers, this parody
started more than five years ago in April 2002
when a complaint was lodged against the doctor
alleging sexual misconduct with a Citizens Medi-
cal Center hospital employee. That allegation

was recanted.

Two years later; however, the board became
involved when information was subpoenaed by

the hospital in 2004 alleging medical incompe-

tency, misconduct, procedural errors and other
inappropriate behavior. By the way, how did the

board know what information to ask for?

My thoughts, though, center around the recent
reinstatement of Hildyard’s license and a few

questions that come to mind.

In June 2006, the board, in what most people
inthe Colby area considered a shocking decision,
voted unanimously to revoke his license, but no

explanation was given.

In August 2006, the board did explain their

reasoning for the revocation, basically calling the
doctor a “substantial threat.”

Four months later, the doctor and his attorney,
Mike O’Neal, appealed the decision to the dis-

trict court, but Judge Jack Burr ruled he would

not get involved in second guessing the state.

Following that decision, and while still inside
the courtroom, Mark Stafford, general counsel
for the Board of Healing Arts, told O’Neal and
Hildyard that there was an “open invitation” to
discuss ways the doctor might be able to prac-
tice again.

The doctor wasn’t officially barred from prac-

ticing until mid-December, but even before that

happened, the board is looking at renegotiating?
Why didn’t the board do the negotiations back
in June 2006?

| Patty
Decker

e Deep
Thoughts

Why revoke the privileges — wait two
months before saying why they did it — and then
wait another four months before actually taking
action to physically bar him from working?

The board could have pulled the doctor’s
ticket in June, in August, but they waited until
Burr’s ruling.

Odd that a doctor who is a substantial threat
was allowed to continue practicing months af-
ter the board’s unanimous decision to revoke.

So in one quick motion and one fell swoop,
the board on one hand, pulled his license and,
in the other, held out an open invitation to look
at a solution.

It sure looks like bureaucratic bumbling.

Justice was not done. There is no question
about it.

As for the final negotiations that led to the
doctor getting his medical license back — what
choices did Hildyard really have?

Thisrecent chapter belongs in abook entitled,
“Ruination of a Small Town Doctor” and sim-
ply boiled down to whether Hildyard was will-
ing to wait another year for the state to hear the
appeal or just get back to work.

Tough call.

I suspect, though, money was probably the
deciding factor.

Theboard didn’t just shove the doctor around,
the state board of healing arts has shoved this
community around and no matter what some-

one thinks of Hildyard, this should scare every
one of us.

How often does the state board of healing arts
dothis? How does the rest of the medical com-
munity across the state feel about the board?

Are there any other doctors in the Colby
area being scrutinized by the board?

Even if the board had some legal merit for
pulling the doctor’s license, the damage to this
community and threat to its medical services
should have played a greater role.

And what of the initial findings by the
board’s hearing officer, Edward Gaschler hav-
ing cleared Hildyard of 16 medical-related
violations and finding only three non-medi-
cal violations had warrant?

At worst, the doctor should have been fac-
ing public censure — certainly not revoca-
tion.

The board of healing arts disregarded its
hearing officer’s findings, which carried a
price tag of more than $70,000, it disregarded
the wishes of the community and in setting
aside the revocation accomplished nothing.

When all is said and done, the community
and the doctor will be better off now that it’s
all settled, but still this entire proceeding,
from the original charges through the bum-
bling of the Board of Healing Arts, was a fi-
asco. Most of the players can walk away,
sadly leaving the doctor with a financial di-
saster from which he may never recover.

Ibelieve the state legislature should inves-
tigate this incident and call the board of heal-
ing arts to explain itself.

And still one final and baffling question lin-
gers: Who started this, and why?

That chapter has yet to be fully explored,
but I have no doubt more will be revealed.

Decker is editor of the Free Press. Her col-
umn appears on Fridays.

Your turn

Vandalism toward teachers must stop

Tracy Rogers

Colby

I am writing with a concern that I’m sure not
too many in our community know about, but I
feel it needs to be addressed. I'm talking about
the growing trend of vandalism that is being di-
rected towards several teachers in our district.

There have been numerous cases during the
past few months of homes being egged, cars
being damaged and property destroyed. I'say it’s
atrend because I know things like this have hap-

pened long before this year, but it seems to be
occuring much more frequently lately.

Why is this happening and why the disrespect
of those who have chosen the field of education
to make their living? It’s difficult enough to re-
cruit and retain teachers to come to northwest
Kansas, without these added obstacles to over-
come. Word gets around about the way a com-
munity treats its residents, and I for one do not
want Colby to be a red flag on anyone’s radar.
We are a good community with good people liv-

ing here, and acts like these need to be stopped.

I don’t know what the answer is, but I feel
like the word needs to get out about what is
happening.  The more people that know wl
has happened in the past maybe will help ey
eryone be more aware of their surroundings in
the future. If you see someone or know of
someone doing these cowardly acts, call the au-
thoritiesandletthem handleit. Les make sure
Colby remains a safe and caring community for
all who want to live here.

About those letters ...

Press readers. Thank you.

The Free Press encourages and welcomes letters from readers. Letters should be typewritten, if at all possible, and
should include a telephone number and an address. These are used for verification of the writer only. If, however, you
want your address and telephone number to appear with your letter, please ask us to do so when you submit your letter,
or include a note with your letter. Most importantly, all letters must include a signature. Unsigned letters cannot be
published. We reserve the right to edit for clarity and length, and, likewise, reserve the right to reject letters deemed to
be of no public interest or considered offensive or libelous. Letters to the Free Press allow readers to become engaged
in public debate on topics they deem important. Please consider sharing your thoughts with the family of Colby Free
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