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West from making five hearts and had also scored a
game that could have been defeated.

However, it turned out that their team actually lost
pointsonthe deal! Theirteammates at the other table,
holding the East-West cards, bid four hearts and then
doubled four spades when South bid it.

Notonly that, but West also led the ace and another
heart. As a result, South made four spades doubled
with an overtrick for a score of 690 points and a net
gain of 240 points on the deal. Both Wests suffered
from heart failure!

South dealer.
Both sides vulnerable.
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Opening lead — jack of spades.
Cool Head Prevails

Sometimes the easiest-looking contracts turn into
an unexpected struggle because of a bad break in a
key suit. When this occurs, declarer should carefully
reorganize his thoughts and try to find a way to over-
come his misfortune.

Take this deal where South had good reason to
expect that making six diamonds would be a piece
of cake. With a little luck, in fact, he had a chance to
score all 13 tricks.

However, the prognosis changed sharply when
South, after winning the spade lead with the ace,
cashed the ace of diamonds and East showed out.
There was now areal danger of losing both aclub trick
and a trump trick and going down one.

Declarer could have staked the outcome on a fi-
nesse in either clubs or hearts, butinstead he adopted
amethod of play designed to elevate his chances far
beyond that.

Attrick three, he cashed the king of diamonds, then
led a heart to the ace and ruffed a heart. A spade to
the king was followed by another heart ruff. Had the
king of hearts fallen anywhere along the line, the
contract would have been assured.

When the king did not appear, South continued by
ruffing his last spade in dummy as West discarded
the jack of hearts. Declarer next ruffed the queen of
hearts, giving West the option of overruffing or dis-
carding a club. Not anxious to take the lead, West
chose to discard a club.

Unfortunately for West, his hand was now an open
book. Having already shown out of hearts and spades,
his last four cards were known to consist of three
clubs and the queen of trumps. Accordingly, South
now led his last trump, putting West on lead, and his
forced club return handed declarer the contract.
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