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Bridge

   Diagnostic Defense

Defending well is partly a matter of di-
agnosing how the unseen cards are divided
and then partly a matter of determining how
to take advantage of your diagnosis.

 Assume you’re West and lead a diamond.
East wins with the ace and returns the nine,
South playing the queen on the second dia-
mond. If you win with the king and start to
think of what to do next, it is already too late
because declarer is now sure to make 10
tricks, whatever you do.

But if you take the time to analyze the
probable diamond distribution after de-
clarer plays the queen on East’s nine at trick
two, you should reach the conclusion that
East started with the A-9-x and South with
the Q-J-x-x. You therefore play the three on
the queen and eventually score a one-trick
set.

How can you know how the diamonds are
divided in the unseen hands? To begin with,
the bidding tells you that South is unlikely
to have five diamonds — and if he does, the
chances are that the contract cannot be de-
feated. Nor can South have three diamonds,
because that would mean East had four, in
which case he would have returned his
original fourth-best diamond at trick two
rather than the nine.

It follows that South started with exactly
four diamonds headed by the Q-J, and that
ducking the queen is necessary in order to
maintain communiOf course, South could
have fixed your wagon beyond repair had
he ducked the second diamond instead of
putting up the queen, but that is a play he
will have plenty of time to regret if you ful-
fill your obligations by ducking the queen
after South plays it. Worrying about the
opponents’ errors is their problem, not
yours.
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Mother Goose and Grimm • Mike Peters
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This is a logic-based
number placement puz-
zle. The goal is to enter
a number, 1-9, in each
cell in which each row,
column and 3x3 region
must contain only one
instance of each nu-
meral. The solution to
today’s Sudoku puzzle
is right.
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