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Sally Forth ® Greg Howard

OKAY, KIDS, I KNOW YOU'RE NOT THE
BEST PLAYERS IN THE LEAGUE. I KNOW
YOU'RE NOT EVEN ATHLETIC... f&

I KNOW NO ONE IS
GOING TO THINK

MUCH OF

I KNOW EVERYONE
WILL LAUGH AT YOU...

YOU.
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OUR FEELINGS.

NO, NO. I'M GOI@
SOMEWHERE WITH

THIS. I KNOW YOU'RE
HOPELESSNESS
PERSONIFIED...
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YEAH, BUT COULD
SHAKESPEARE

%;E% MAKE MUSIC?

IT'S

KNOWN THA'§
SHAKESPEARE
WAS HANDY
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[F DAD DION'T MAKE THAT UP, THAT
>~ CALLS FOR A WHOLE LO

OF NEW RESPECT

WAy

>5[gh$ I CAN'T SEEM TO V what SEEMS

FIND A DIET THAT I LIKE./

Beetle Bailey ® Mort Walker

To BE THE
PROBLEME

Ty
MY FOOD INTAKE //

YOU CHARGE TWICE | ( THAT’SB YEOAI,{'R
PROBLEM!

WHAT I PAY IN

COSMO's
CORNER
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I'M GONNA
QUIT

I'VE GOT THERAPY
SESSIONS AT 4100
AN HOUR

Tod the Dinosaur ® Patrick Roberts

40U CAN'T MAKE
A LIVING JUST
WITH Y¥0GA
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(WE'LL HAVE THOSE MPA. FOOTBRIDGE, 1| |I FOUND A REMOTE,
WisboM TEETH OuT IN HAD 1O EXTRACT A A BASEBALL GLOVE,
NO TIME, TODD. JusT LITTLE MORE FROM SOME KEYS, AND...
RELAX, BREATHE ToDD'S MouTH THAN ONE SOCK
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Cryptoquip
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ACCORDING TOTHE
Box, THEY' WL GET
LESS SUGAR TS
WAY THAN 1F
THEY EAT THE
ACTUAL CEREAL.
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Yesterday’s  Cryptoquip: [F A FEMALE
MONARCH WERE A FAN OF LOW-QUALITY BEDS,
SHE COULD BE CALLED MARY, QUEEN OF COTS.

Today’s Cryptoquip Clue: X equals L

(Conceptis Sudoku

by Dave Green
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This is a logic-based
number placement puz-

zle. The goal is to enter

a number, 1-9, in each
cell inwhich each row,

column and 3x3 region

must contain only one
instance of each nu-

meral. The solution to

today’s Sudoku puzzle
isright.
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Bridge

North dealer.
North-South vulnerable.

NORTH
dAT4
YK 62
*5
*dAJIOSS3
WEST EAST
1082 2#QJI53
Y1743 Q95
K 10873 ®A06
G4 $K 74
SOUTH
SdK 96
YAI108
Q42
Q92
The bidding:
North East South West
1 & Pass 2 NT Pass
3 Pass 3NT

Opening lead — seven of diamonds.

Diagnostic Defense

Defending well is partly a matter of di-
agnosing how the unseen cards are divided
and then partly a matter of determining how
to take advantage of your diagnosis.

Assume you’re West and lead adiamond.
East wins with the ace and returns the nine,
South playing the queen on the second dia-
mond. If you win with the king and start to
think of whatto donext, itis already too late
because declarer is now sure to make 10
tricks, whatever you do.

But if you take the time to analyze the
probable diamond distribution after de-
clarer plays the queen on East’s nine at trick
two, you should reach the conclusion that
East started with the A-9-x and South with
the Q-J-x-x. You therefore play the three on
the queen and eventually score a one-trick
set.

How can youknow how the diamonds are
divided in the unseen hands? To begin with,
the bidding tells you that South is unlikely
tohave five diamonds — and if he does, the
chances are that the contract cannot be de-
feated. Norcan South have three diamonds,
because that would mean East had four, in
which case he would have returned his
original fourth-best diamond at trick two
rather than the nine.

Itfollows that South started with exactly
four diamonds headed by the Q-J, and that
ducking the queen is necessary in order to
maintain communiOf course, South could
have fixed your wagon beyond repair had
he ducked the second diamond instead of
putting up the queen, but that is a play he
will have plenty of time to regret if you ful-
fill your obligations by ducking the queen
after South plays it. Worrying about the
opponents’ errors is their problem, not
yours.

Family Circus « Bil Keane
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“This is why it’s a backpack
and not a frontpack!”

Crossword
ACROSS 33 Oberlin 54 Firma- 19 “—

1 Fem. locale ment the
counter- 34 Sodom 55 Portent season
part evacuee

5 Seek 35 Nosh DOWN 21 Explana-
damages 36 Before 1 Carte tion

8 Layer 37 1984 2 Covering 23 Mrs.
of Goldie 3 Hour- Archie
paint Hawn glass Bunker

12 List- movie fill 24 Henry
ending 40 Metric 4 Wash —
abbr. syllable 5 Twilight 25 Carbon
13 Mess 41 Rough time, com-
up 45 Vivacity maybe pound
14 Luau 47 Main- 6 Swiss 26 Piercing
dance lander’s canton tools
15 Zilch memento 7 Put 27 Cat
16 Compete 49 Disturb up call
17 Particu- 50 Poolroom 8 Leader 28 Ruse
lar prop 9 Com- 32 Rooks
18 Latest 51 Moray, pletely 33 Erie
news for one 10 Pub order neighbor
20 Chas- 52 Tittle 11 High- 35 Swelled
tity’s 53 “Planet of lander’s head
mom the — chapeau 36 Venusian
22 1980 vessel
Jane Solution time: 25 mins. 38 Crannies
Fonda rf\ AW - (s I 39 With
. T X1 R
movie AEEE DEEREE aloofness
26 Collect sW[E[E[T|N[O[T[H[1|N[G|s| 42 Leeway
29 Morning | INISIF|I|RISITEEAIG|O 43 Location
. LIU|K|E A|T|O|P
m0|s‘tulre WIHIATCTEBmD OV EN 44 Verve
30 Martini VIT[E|W D[1[V[E 45 Support
ingredient || [R|AMSIPIO|K/ESI|A|T system?
H Z|E|R|O|T|O|L|E|R|A|N|C|E H 5
31 Exnstgd SEONEE DRNOE 46 Eminem’s
32 Spanish HANTKI VIR UIRIGIE genre
literary L[E[A E[s S‘ 48 “A
hero er mouse!”
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