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Crossword

Beetle Bailey • Mort Walker

Zits • Jim Borgman & Jerry Scott

Hagar the Horrible • Chris Browne

Sally Forth • Greg Howard

Blondie • Chic Young

Cryptoquip

Family Circus • Bill Keane

   A Fight to the Bitter End

Let’s say you get to four hearts on the bidding
shown and West leads a trump. It’s certainly not
hard to figure out where the missing high cards are.
You’re looking at 26 high-card points, so there’s a
good chance that West, for his double, has all the
missing points.

 It might therefore seem that you must lose two
spades, a diamond and a club and go down one.
However, if you give the situation further thought,
a ray of hope emerges. You can probably endplay
West if the cards are divided the way you think they
are.

Accordingly, you win the trump lead with the
nine, play the jack of trumps to the queen, lead the
queen of clubs and finesse. As expected, West takes
his king and returns a club. You win with the ten
and overtake the jack with the ace as both defend-
ers follow suit.

You now have West over a barrel. You carefully
refrain from cashing the nine of clubs and, instead,
lead the three of diamonds. West follows low —
he would hand you the contract if he went up with
the ace — and dummy’s queen wins the trick. You
then return to your hand with a trump, cash the club
nine, discarding a diamond from dummy, and exit
with the king of diamonds.

 West wins with the ace, but is a dead pigeon. If
he returns a diamond, you ruff in dummy and dis-
card the jack of spades, while if he returns a spade,
he likewise presents you with your 10th trick.

The deal illustrates that if you know where the
opponents’ high cards are, you can sometimes con-
vert a losing cause into a winning one.

Tod the Dinosaur • Patrick Roberts

Baby Blues • Rick Kirkman & Jerry Scott

Mother Goose and Grimm • Mike Peters

   Super-Duper Defense

 It’s not easy to figure out how South went
down one in this deal after a club lead. But the
fact is that he did go down — as we shall pres-
ently see.

North’s double of three clubs was for takeout,
indicating values well above a minimum open-
ing bid. South’s voluntary four-spade bid was
therefore fully justified.

 East won the opening club lead with the queen
and concluded that the defense’s prospect of
scoring four tricks was not very bright. He could
expect to win a heart trick eventually, but to
count on West for two trump tricks was not very
realistic in view of South’s four-spade bid.

East therefore decided that his only real
chance to stop the contract was to return a heart
into dummy’s A-Q-J-8, creating the impression
that he had a singleton heart. Accordingly, he
shifted to the six of hearts at trick two. Declarer
took West’s ten with the jack and led a trump to
the king, won by West with the ace.

 West returned a heart, and South, afraid East
was about to ruff, finessed the queen. East won
with the king and returned a heart. When West
ruffed, South — to his utter amazement — found
himself down one, having lost a club, a spade, a
heart and a heart ruff. East’s shrewd defense had
done him in.

It goes to show that even contracts that appear
to be ironclad can have weak spots that can be
exploited by imaginative defense.


