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Zits • Jim Borgman & Jerry Scott
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Hagar the Horrible • Chris Browne

Sally Forth • Greg Howard

Blondie • Chic Young
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Bridge

   Famous Hand

This deal occurred about a dozen years
ago in the Cavendish Invitational, perhaps
the strongest pair tournament in the world,
and the only one held in the United States
that awards substantial cash prizes to top
finishers.

The hero of the deal was multi-world
champion Jeff Meckstroth, who, with char-
acteristic opportunism, took advantage of
a couple of harmless-looking defensive
slips by his opponents to bring in a seem-
ingly hopeless four-spade contract.

Meckstroth was no doubt a bit surprised
when dummy produced a balanced 12-
count for his takeout double of West’s weak
two-heart opening. Given the lie of the
opposing hearts and diamonds, declarer
appeared destined to go down one, losing
two hearts, a diamond and a club.

Meckstroth played low from dummy on
the opening diamond lead and won East’s
nine with the ace. The A-K-J of spades were
cashed, East discarding a supposedly use-
less club on the third round. Meckstroth
then led the innocent-looking heart six from
his hand.

West gave this a hard look and decided
to play low, no doubt fearing East might
have the singleton king. When dummy’s
jack held, nothing appeared to have been
lost, since West still had two heart tricks
coming. But Meckstroth had a different
idea.

A low club was led from dummy, East
winning with the jack. East’s club return
was covered by the king and ace, and
dummy’s third club was led to East’s queen,
on which Meckstroth discarded a heart!
When East continued with his last club,
Meckstroth again discarded a heart from
his hand, and also one from dummy.

 It was here that East’s earlier club discard
came back to haunt him. Left on lead with
nothing but diamonds, he was forced to
return one into dummy’s K-J, and the “im-
possible” contract was home.
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Mother Goose and Grimm • Mike Peters

Baby Blues • Rick Kirkman & Jerry Scott

This is a logic-based
number placement puz-
zle. The goal is to enter
a number, 1-9, in each
cell in which each row,
column and 3x3 region
must contain only one
instance of each nu-
meral. The solution to
today’s Sudoku puzzle
is right.

Tod the Dinosaur • Patrick Roberts


