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Crossword

Beetle Bailey • Mort Walker

Zits • Jim Borgman & Jerry Scott

Hagar the Horrible • Chris Browne

Sally Forth • Greg Howard

Blondie • Chic Young

Cryptoquip

Family Circus • Bill Keane

   A Case of Heart Trouble
 Today’s deal features a card combination that is

commonly misplayed. Let’s say declarer wins the
club lead with the king and plays the king and another
heart. When West shows out, South is in serious
trouble. Assuming reasonable defense, the best he
can do is score two spades, three hearts, a diamond
and two clubs.

  But declarer has a lock on the contract if he plays
more carefully. He should recognize that three
notrump is ice-cold if he can score four heart tricks,
and all his thoughts should be concentrated on that
one goal.

 Since there is no danger of going down if the hearts
are divided 3-2, South should ask himself how he can
protect against a 4-1 division. If he addresses him-
self to that possibility, he finds there is a way to play
the hearts so as to overcome a holding of four to the
Q-10 in either opponent’s hand.

 As we have seen, leading the king and another
heart fails if East has Q-10-x-x. However, the proper
way to initiate the suit is to lead a low heart to the ace!
If both defenders follow low, South continues with a
low heart from dummy, and:

 1. If East shows out, South tas the king and leads
the nine toward the jack to assure four heart tricks.

2. If East follows low, South plays the nine to guar-
antee four heart tricks whether the nine wins or loses.

3. If East produces the ten or queen, South wins
with the king and returns the nine to assure four heart
tricks.

 A player who optimistically proceeds on the as-
sumption that a suit will be favorably divided is guilty
of negligence and will occasionally have to pay the
piper for his carelessness.

Tod the Dinosaur • Patrick Roberts

Baby Blues • Rick Kirkman & Jerry Scott

Mother Goose and Grimm • Mike Peters

   Try the Impossible

A fine declarer makes not only the contracts he’s
supposed to make, but also some that appear impos-
sible to make. Whenever a contract seems hopeless
on the surface, a conscientious declarer will burrow
beneath to see whether a particular distribution of the
adverse cards will permit the hand to be made. There
may be no solution in some cases, but declarer is duty-
bound to look for one. Consider this hand played
many years ago by Louis P. Frank, New York attor-
ney. He got to four spades, and West led the queen of
clubs. Apparently, two spades, two diamonds and
possibly a heart had to be lost. But Frank made the
contract, despite the bleak outlook, by adopting a line
of play that gave him a chance.

 He began by ruffing the club in dummy and fi-
nessed the queen of hearts. When the queen held, he
ruffed the king of clubs and finessed the jack of hearts.
He then cashed the ace of hearts and ruffed his last
club, the ace. Now he led dummy’s established heart.

  If East trumped with the ace, South would have
discarded a diamond and made the contract without
further ceremony. But East made the more natural
play of discarding the eight of diamonds, whereupon
Frank discarded a diamond and West ruffed.

West then led the king of diamonds, followed by
the jack. Frank ruffed and returned a spade, felling
the king and ace together. That was the third and last
trick for the defense.

Of course, had West led a diamond initially, Frank
would have had no chance. And even after the open-
ing club lead, he had to be lucky to find East with the
king of hearts and the hearts divided 3-3, and to get a
favorable trump division besides.

  But if you don’t play for miracles in such hands,
they won’t happen. You’ll also never wind up with
your name in the newspaper.
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