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Crossword

Beetle Bailey • Mort Walker

Zits • Jim Borgman & Jerry Scott

Hagar the Horrible • Chris Browne

Sally Forth • Greg Howard

Blondie • Chic Young

Cryptoquip

Family Circus • Bill Keane

   Test Your Play
   If you stake the outcome on a club finesse at trick

two, the contract is sure to go down if South has the
king. He would return a heart, and you would finish
with only eight tricks.

 You could also fail by attacking diamonds imme-
diately, even though that is a better play than finess-
ing a club. If you led the queen or jack of diamonds
at trick two, for example, you would go down if South
had something like:

[S] J 9 3 2
[H] J 9 6
[D] A 10 8 7
[C] K 5
  The most promising method of play by far is to

lead a spade to the ace at trick two and a low diamond
from dummy at trick three. If South has the ace, you
are sure to make the contract whether he takes the ace
or follows low.

 If he rises with the ace, you have nine tricks —
three spades, two hearts, three diamonds and a club
— regardless of how the diamonds are divided. If he
does not go up with the ace, you also score nine tricks
by turning your attention to clubs after the diamond
queen holds. Even if the club finesse fails, you are
home, scoring three spades, two hearts, a diamond
The only time the contract goes down by adopting
the suggested method of play is when North started
with precisely the singleton ace of diamonds and
South has the king of clubs, in which event you could
make three notrump by leading the four of diamonds
from your hand at trick two. As opposed to this one
remote possibility — less than a 2 percent chance —
it is significantly better to start the diamonds by lead-
ing a low one from dummy initially.

Tod the Dinosaur • Patrick Roberts

Baby Blues • Rick Kirkman & Jerry Scott

Mother Goose and Grimm • Mike Peters

 When to Take and When to Duck

Let’s say you’re in three notrump and West leads
the six of clubs, on which East plays the queen. It is
frequently right to duck when you hold the A-K —
in order to interfere with enemy communications —
but the question is whether it is right to duck in this
case (without seeing the East-West cards).

Note that if you duck, you go down one. East plays
another club, and you wind up losing three clubs and
two aces. But if you win the first club, you make the
contract against any defense.

It is easy to prove that taking East’s queen is the
correct play. You start by assuming that the clubs are
divided 5-2, since if they’re divided 4-3, you can’t
be defeated no matter what you do (all you’d lose in
that case is two clubs and two aces).

 Having credited West with five clubs, you next
conclude that he did not lead the six from the J-10-9-
6-x, because with that holding he would have led the
jack, not the six. East must therefore have specifically
the doubleton Q-10 or Q-9 of clubs.

After winning the opening club lead with the king,
you force out the ace of diamonds. If East has the ace
and returns the nine (or ten) of clubs, you duck and
thus assure the contract, since West cannot afford to
overtake and return a club into your A-8.

 If West has the ace of diamonds (the actual case),
you are equally certain of a favorable outcome. You
duck the club return — whether it is the jack or the
deuce — and in that way also discombobulate the
defense.

There is a proper time to refuse a trick and a proper
time to win a trick, but when you do one or the other
is largely a matter of exercising good judgment.
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