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Bridge

   Famous Hand
A defender has an obligation to do every-

thing he possibly can to prevent his partner
from making a mistake. Many defensive
errors can be traced to the failure of one
defender to clarify a situation for his part-
ner, presenting him instead with an oppor-
tunity to go wrong.

Consider this deal from the match be-
tween Uruguay and the United States at the
1984 World Team Olympiad. Playing
against Bob Hamman and Bobby Wolff,
East-West for the U.S., the Uruguayan de-
clarer got to three notrump as shown.

 Wolff led the three of spades, and it
would have been entirely normal for
Hamman to win with the king and return the
jack. In fact, it might even be called stan-
dard operating procedure. In that case, af-
ter South covered the jack with the queen,
Wolff most likely would have won with the
ace and returned a spade, hoping his part-
ner had started with K-J-10-x. These plays
would effectively have scuttled the de-
fense, since declarer’s only losers would
then have been two spades, a heart and a
club.But Hamman realized from Wolff’s
fourth-best lead of the three that his part-
ner had at most five spades, which meant
declarer had to have four spades — some-
thing Wolff couldn’t possibly know (South
had failed to bid one spade over one heart).

Hamman also knew that declarer could
not possibly make three notrump without
first losing a trick to either the ace of hearts
or king of clubs. Accordingly, at trick one,
Hamman played the jack of spades instead
of the king! He deliberately played the
“wrong” card because, from his vantage
point, it was the right card to play.

And, as usual, Hamman, one of the
world’s best players, was right. Declarer
won the jack with the queen and immedi-
ately tried a club finesse. Hamman won
with the king, played the king and another
spade, and the defense quickly gathered six
tricks to put the contract down two.

Family Circus • Bil Keane

Cryptoquip
THANK YOU FOR

READING THE

YOUR LOCAL SOURCE FOR:
NEWS     •     WEATHER

SPORTS
155 W. 5th   •   785-462-3963

Mother Goose and Grimm • Mike Peters

Baby Blues • Rick Kirkman & Jerry Scott

This is a logic-based
number placement puz-
zle. The goal is to enter
a number, 1-9, in each
cell in which each row,
column and 3x3 region
must contain only one
instance of each nu-
meral. The solution to
today’s Sudoku puzzle
is right.

Tod the Dinosaur • Patrick Roberts


