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Presiding Bishop of Episcopal Church
visits Colby, western Kansas churches

By Pat Schiefen
Goodland Star-News
pjschiefen @ nwkansas.com

The Presiding Bishop of the Epis-
copal Churchinthe U.S. visited the
Diocese of Western Kansas on
Monday and Tuesday as part of a
national tour, bringing a message of
common ground and dialog.

The MostRev. Katherine Jefferts
Schori, the first woman to hold her
office, and a controversial choice
among many Episcopalians, was in
Salina on Monday. Bishop James
Adams of Western Kansas, known
as a conservative, was not with her
when she reached Colby.

Bishop Schori appeared at aban-
quet that night at Hays, and Tues-
day, she traveled to Colby’s Ascen-
sion on the Prairie Church for lunch.
From there, she went to St.
Cornelius in Dodge City.

Bishop Katherine, as she told
people to call her, said she wanted
to visit with the people in the
churches and to have a conversa-
tion.

First, she said, she wanted to hear

from the audience.

“We’re coming up in the world,”
said Keith Williby, former senior
warden, or chairman, of the church
board in Colby of her visit.”

“Inthe vastexpanses of intercon-
tinental space,” said the Rev. Den-
nis Gilhousen of Transfiguration
Church in Logan, and executive
director of the Valley Hope Asso-
ciation in Norton, “a nucleus here
has always come together because
they have a sense of belonging.

“We may be small, but not little.
Good people in good places help to
make the kingdom of God alive.”

“Itis arare treat to be here,” said
Bishop Schori. “We are together the
Church and need to be in conserva-
tion witheach other and live in com-
munity.

“Itisagreatjoytobeabletotravel
around and do this, such an enor-
mous gift. All of us are the body of
Christ.”

She talked of the common ground
that all Episcopalians share and of
using thatto talk to each other about
the differences between them.

Ms. Schori was elected the 26th

Part-time pastors
juggle jobs, ministry

SALEM, W.Va. (AP) — For
Danny Fleming, Sunday is no day
of rest.

It starts before dawn, when the
United Methodist pastor rises from
slumber and gets ready for ser-
vices. Some Sundays, he travels to
two churches. On others, it’s three.
Every week, he spends 20 hours
preparing his sermons and logs
nearly 100 miles on his truck trav-
eling to services.

And that’s all before Monday
morning, when he gets up for his
full-time job with the U.S. Army in
Clarksburg, where he supervises
the maintenance and repairs of
Army Reserve vehicles and equip-
ment in northern West Virginia.

“I decided a long time ago you
get out of it what you put into it,”
says the soft-spoken 58-year-old,
after leading a small rural con-
gregationinworshiponarecentSunday.

For many of the millions of
Americans who depend on their
pastors, ministers and spiritual
leaders, a full-time minister is be-
coming an out-of-reach luxury. To
keep small churches open — and
to provide individual care at big
churches — religious groups are
increasingly relying on part-time,
or bivocational pastors.

Worship is just one of the many
expectations being placed on these
part-timers. There are church
council meetings, Bible studies,
suppers and other gatherings, and
— most important — being there
for believers.

“A bivocational minister can be
alotofthings, buthe can’tbelazy,”
says Ray Gilder, national coordi-
nator of the Southern Baptist
Bivocational Ministers Associa-
tion.

When such a hectic schedule is
added to the demands of work and
family, the results can tax even the

hardiest person.

“Sometimes it means I don’t
sleep,” the Rev. Alton Dillard says
with a laugh, “but I make myself
available.”

Dillard, the married father of
two teenagers, is the pastor of the
African Methodist Episcopal
Church’s Allen Chapel in
Charleston’s east side. He also
works 12-hour shifts at Columbia
Gas Works, sometimes sandwich-
ing Sunday worship and abrief nap
in between. On top of that, he pre-
sides over Wednesday night Bible
classes and always has his cell
phonein case his congregants need
him.

“It’s not easy, but it works about
90 percent of the time,” Dillard
says.

One expert says about a third of
the pastors serving large Protestant
denominations are part-time, with
some — such as the Southern Bap-
tist Convention — nearing 40 per-
cent.

“It’sa growing form of ministry,
and I believe it’s going to grow
even faster and larger,” says the
Rev. Dennis Bickers, a former
part-time pastor and now an area
minister for the American Baptist
Church in Indiana and Kentucky.

In many denominations,
bivocational ministers were more
common than full-timers up until
the middle of the 20th century. Ris-
ing prosperity plus a push toward
professionalism and seminary
graduates meant more congrega-
tions employed full-time pastors,
but that trend has crested.

The phenomenon alsoisn’t lim-
ited to Christianity. Part-time rab-
bis are common, and a study by the
Council on American-Islamic Re-
lations reports that most American
mosques have volunteer leaders
with other jobs.

presiding bishop of the church, the
American branch of the Protestant
Church of England, on Sunday,
June 18,2006, and was vested at the
National Cathedral in Washington
on Saturday, Nov. 4, 2006.

She took office in achurch deeply
divided overissues of sexuality and
the Bible. The U.S. church has been
in conflict with much of the rest of
worldwide Anglican Communion
over the consecration of an openly
homosexual bishop in the Diocese
of New Hampshire, the Rt. Rev.
Gene Robinson.

The international church, headed
by the Archbishop of Canterbury
was upset at the consecration. The
election of a liberal woman as the
head of the American church also
upset conservative bishops from
Africa.

The bishop said she was ordained
as an Episcopal priestin 1994. Be-
fore that, she was amarine biologist
who studied squids and she is a li-
censed aircraft pilot.

The Presiding Bishop of the
Episcopal Church, the Most Rev.
Katherine Jefferts Schori, visited
the Episcopal Church in Colby
for a salad luncheon Tuesday.
She stopped as part of her na-
tionaltourof churchesinthe U.S
and received a cross wheat
weaving as atoken of hervisitto
Colby.
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Worship in the church
of your choice this

weekend.

CHURCH OF JESUS CHRIST OF LATTER-DAY SAINTS, 1145 S. Franklin - 460-6605, President Gary Slavens, 460-2656; Rocky Robbins, 1st counse-
lor, 460-1101; Tim Wilson, 2nd counselor, 785-846-7796. Sacrament meeting 10 a.m., Sunday School and Primary 11:20 a.m., Priesthood, Relief Society,
YM/YW, 12:10 p.m.; Family History Center open to public, 7-9 p.m. Thursdays or by appointment. Call 462-3571.

Schedule of church services

ASCENSION-ON-THE-PRAIRIE EPISCOPAL,
Rev. Don Martin, College Drive & Wheatridge
Rd., 462-3041, Holy Eucharist, 9:00 a.m. every
Sunday. Evening Prayer, 5:15 p.m. Wednesday,
September through May. Christian Education for
Youth, 6:30 p.m. Wednesday, September
through May

COLLEGE DRIVE ASSEMBLY OF GOD,

Pastor, Jeremy Gundling, 245 W. College Dr. -
462-8234, Early Service - 8:00 a.m.; Sunday
School 9:30a.m., Morning Worship-10:45a.m.

BEREAN CHURCH, 1000 S. Franklin, 460-2763,
www.colbyberean.com; Sunday School9:30a.m.,
Sunday Worship 10:45 a.m. Awana Clubs,
Wednesday, 7 p.m., Middle & High School,
Wednesday, 7 p.m. @ the Heartland Christian
School Gym

FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH, (Affiliated with
American Baptist Churches USA) Carroll H.
Morony, Pastor, 615 W. Webster, 462-2867.
Sunday School: 9:15 a.m.; Family Worship:
10:30 a.m.; Wednesday Bible Study: 7:00 p.m.

COLLEGE VIEW BAPTIST CHURCH,Pastor
Tom Huffman, 1185 Wheatridge Rd. at College
Drive, 460-7144, Sunday Bible Study 9:30a.m.,
Sunday Worship services, 10:45 a.m.

MINGO BIBLE CHURCH, 420 Main Mingo, 785-
462-2992: An independent community church
served by Village Missions Pastor Chris Shubert.
Sunday School: 9:30AM - all ages. Sunday Ser-
vices: 10:45AM. Sunday Nights: 1st Sunday of
the month: potluck following morning service -
no evening service; 2nd Sunday: services at
6:30 PM; 3rd Sunday: informal fellowship - bring
a snack to share!; 4th and 5th Sunday: services
at6:30 p.m.

SACRED HEART CATHOLIC, 462-2179, Fa-
ther Dana Clark, Pastor, Saturday Eve. Mass
5:30 p.m., Sunday Masses 8:00 & 10:00 a.m.,
Confessions will be heard Saturday 4:30-5:05
p.m.andfrom 7:30-7:45a.m.and 9:25-9:40a.m.
on Sunday.

To become a sponsor, call
Crystal, Emily or Kristi
today at 462-3963.

FIRSTPRESBYTERIAN CHURCH, Rev. Carol
Rahn, 515 W. 4th, 462-6342, Worship, 9:00
a.m.; Adult Sunday school, following worship.;
Sept. thruMay: Kid’s Club for kids age 3-5th grade
meets first Wednesday of the month from 5:15-
6:45 p.m.; Youth Group for 6th-9th grade meets
the first Wednesday of the month 6:30-8:00 p.m.,
and the second Wednesday 7:00-8:00 p.m.

WESLEYAN CHURCH, 320 W. Pine - 462-8391,
Sunday School 9:30 a.m., Sunday Worship
10:40a.m., Sunday Evening Cellgroups at 6:00
p.m., Wednesday Youth Ministries, Kids Club-
house 7 p.m.

CHURCH OF JESUS CHRIST OF LATTER-
DAY SAINTS, 1145 S. Franklin - 460-6605,
President Gary Slavens, 460-2656; Rocky
Robbins, 1st counselor, 460-1101; Tim Wilson,
2nd counselor, 785-846-7796. Sacrament meet-
ing 10 a.m., Sunday School and Primary 11:20
a.m., Priesthood, Relief Society, YM/YW, 12:10
p.m.; Family History Center open to public, 7-9
p.m. Thursdays or by appointment. Call 462-
3571.

COLBY UNITED METHODIST CHURCH, Rev.
James Mardock, pastor, 950 S. Franklin, 460-
6521, Sunday Worship Services at 8:30 and
11:00 a.m., Fellowship coffee 9:30 a.m., Sunday
School, 9:45 a.m., KXXX broadcasts 11:00 wor-
ship. www.colbyumc.org

REDEEMING LOVE MINISTRIES, INC., 345N.
Franklin, Dr. W.G. and Rev. Orvella Romine,
Saturday Evening 7p.m. Worship, Equipping
Class, Sunday, 10a.m., Sunday worship, 11a.m.,
Wednesday, R.L.M Training Centers (Bible
School), 7p.m. Shop online at: http://
www.cafepress.com/imakers and http://
tinyurl.com/yngdcw

CHURCH OF CHRIST, 510 E. 4th, Jay Kelley,
minister, Sunday Bible Study 9:30 a.m., Sunday
Worship 10:30 a.m., Sunday Eve. Worship 6:00
p.m., Wednesday, Bible Study 7:00 p.m.

FIRST CHRISTIAN CHURCH, (Disciples of
Christ), Pastor Bradley L. Herndon, 385 W. 3rd -
460-2718, Sunday Morning Worship at 9:00
a.m.; Sunday School at 10:30 a.m. E-mail:
fcccolby @st-tel.net

TRINITY LUTHERAN CHURCH, Rev. John L.
Schmidt, East 5th & Country Club, 462-3497,
Services, Sat., 5:30 p.m., Sunday; Sunday
School and Adult Bible Class 9:15 a.m.; Ser-
vices,10:30 a.m. Visitus at www.trinitycolby.com

OURSAVIORS LUTHERAN CHURCH, Brewster,
Sunday worship 9:00 a.m.; 2nd Sunday of the
month at 8:00 a.m.

PLEASANT HOME CHURCH, Pastor, Charlie
Busch, 694-2242, 3190 Road 70, Edson, Wor-
ship, 9:00 a.m., Sunday School 10:00 a.m.,
Evening service, 6:00 p.m.

LEVANT COMMUNITY CHURCH, 205 1st St.,
Pastor Jerry Vincent, 586-2376, Sunday School
(classesfor3years & upand 3 adultclasses) 9:30
a.m., Morning worship 10:30 a.m.

WINONA METHODIST CHURCH, Rev. Sheryl
Johnson, Sunday School, 10:30 a.m., Morning
Worship 9:15 a.m. (CDT)

BREWSTER UNITED METHODIST CHURCH,
PO Box 250, Brewster. Pastor Dorine Chambers,
785-462-6044, Sunday School: 9:45 a.m.;
Worship Service, 10:45 a.m.

THE SHEPHERD’S STAFF, REXFORD, Joan
Dingwerth, Director, 687-2565

REXFORD COMMUNITY CHURCH, Rexford,
Pastor Lane Purcell, 687-3305, Sunday School
9:30 a.m., Worship Service 10:30 a.m.

BREWSTER COMMUNITY CHURCH, Mike
Pinkelman, Pastor, Brewster - 694-2720, Sunday
School (all ages) 9:30 a.m., Worship Service
10:30 a.m., Bible Study 7:00 p.m., Wed. morn-
ings 6:30 a.m. - Men’s Bible Study, Wed. 7:00
p.m. - Children’s Ministries (Royal Rangers/
Missionettes), Wed. 7:15 p.m. - Intercessory &
Prayer, Thurs. 4:00 p.m. - Women'’s Bible Study

This feature is sponsored by
these business firms and
individuals as a contribution
to the religious life
of the community.
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We appreciate the
businesses who have
been faithful
contributors to this
space.




