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For Better or Worse ® Lynn Johnston
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Hagar the Horrible ® Chris Browne
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Sally Forth ® Greg Howard

MOM, DAD, WHERE DO YOU GUYS KEEP 1 KNOW MIDDLE ALTHOUGH
YOUR "CURE" CDS2 gCHOOL S BEEN TOUGH, f\ e T iei on
' UT TURNING "GOTH THE DOOR' 19

IS NOT THE ANSWER. A GREAT ALBUM.

Syndicate, Inc. World rights raserved.

eatures

)‘Gng 3

©2005 b

THANK YOU FOR

READING THE TS

I

JIQ TH AIUPQNW

DIV CAUD CNWLNWTIQ ZI

AHQ, T'Y LAQHH TZ VIAPY

EQ EAZZQW UJISAHTII!
Saturday’s Cryptoquip: I INVITED THE

WOMAN TO HELP ME USE THE CROWBAR

BECAUSE I DIDN'T WANT TO LEVER ALONE.
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Defending sontearsfamily gpart

DEAR ABBY: My brother,
“Dick,” was a sheriff’s deputy for
fiveyears. Hewasarrested recently
on felony theft charges, stemming
from burglaries committed in the
rural areahewasassignedtoprotect.

| gave up on Dick years ago. He
has almost destroyed the family
farmby not showingupfor meetings
and spending money that wasn'this.
Hea sostoleitemsfromthefarm, as
well asasubstantial amount of cash
from our mother.

| am worried about Mother. She
knows Dick isguilty, but makesup
every excuseunder thesunfor him.
He takes anti-depressants — she
blamesthem.

She blames his soon-to-be ex-
wife. Sheblameshisgirlfriendwho
“put him up to the crimes and then
turned him in.” She bails him out
and lets him stay with her if he
wants.

Anything negative my siblings
say about him, shetakesasadirect
insult. Dick broke Mom’s heart
years ago, and my siblings and |
wereleft to pick upthepieces. Now
she'salowing himtodoit al over
again. He' stearingour family apart.
How can we convince her it'stime
for tough love?

—TRYINGTOHELPMOM
IN THE NORTHWEST

DEAR TRYING: It might be
better for your brother if you
could, but you can’t. Your mother
issofullyinvested emotionally in
your brother that she can no
longer differentiate between him
and her sdf. That iswhy, whenyou
criticizehim, shetakesit asaper-
sonal insult. That isalsowhy she
issodeterminedto” protect” him
from the consequences of hisac-
tions. What’s sad is, sheis not
helping your brother. She'sonly
allowinghimtocontinuehisanti-
social behavior.

L et’shopethestatestepsinand
preventsyour brother from con-

Bridge

East dealer.

Abigail
Van Buren

tinuing hiscriminal activities—
for awhile. However, even then,
don’t expect him to change until
the consequences of his actions
become so severethat hefeelshe
must. Why should he? Until now,
hismother hastossed himafeath-
erbed every timeheshould have
landed on hisfanny. It’s called
ENABLING.

DEARABBY: A few weeksago,
| e-mailed a message to an old
friend. | received areply from his
son, who was handling hisfather’s
affairs after his death a few days
earlier.

Hehad noideawho | was.

If he had looked at his father’s
mailing list, he would have seen a
list of peoplewho would havebeen
interested in hisfather’sdemise.

I’mgoingto codeour list now, to
indicatewho shouldbecontactedin
case of death or seriousillness.

— GRIEVING IN MISSOURI

DEAR GRIEVING: Over the
years | have received literally
hundreds of letterslike yours
from people who have lost old
friends. These are people who
would haveliked tohavesent con-
dolences, madedonationstochar-
ity, said afinal goodbyeat thefu-
neral, or shared a happy experi-
enceat amemorial for thefriend
they lost.

Readers, although none of us
likestodwell on our own mortal-
ity, | don’t know of anyone who
has managed to last forever. So
consider for amoment thepeople
who care about you. Go through
your address book and note the

e Dear Abby

individualsyou think would like
tobenotified if you areunabletc
doit your self. The task will take
only a few minutes. And leave a
noteindicating wheretofind the
infor mationwith your important
papers.

DEARABBY: In arecent letter,
thewriter complained that she was
embarrassed because her 50-some-
thing mother looked like a* motor-
cyclemama.”

I’'minmy late 50s. My husbanc
isin hismid-40s. For the first time
in our hardworking liveswe' re en-
joying ourselves going places! |
wear my |leathers wherever we go
(Harley Davidson, of course!) for
protection. Also, for my birthday
thisyear | got atattoo on my back.
My kids (late 20s and 30s) say it's
cool. They say if we're happy,
they’ re happy.

I wouldliketotell “ Embarrassed”
that she and her siblings should be
thankful they haveparents, andthat
they are healthy, happy and enjoy-
ingthemselves. That’ swhat counts.

—ANOTHER MOTOR-

CYCLEMAMA, COALINGA,

CALIF

DEAR MOTORCYCLE
MAMA: | pointed that out in my
answer. | also advised the“ chil-
dren” to addresstheir concerns
with their mother.

| find thedifferingphilosophies
between generationsto be fasci-
nating.A conservativegener ation
gavebirth to theflower children
of the’60s— which in turn has
given birth to another conserva-
tivegeneration.
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Pass Pass
Opening lead — eight of diamonds. Crossword
ACROSS 37 Church 60 Type 12 Win big
1 Espio- donation squares 19 Hooter
Fam Ous H and 4 r';agtla org. z? ?klﬂls 61 gat?. or g; _I\rllaunda —
Thecanapemethod of biddinghasmanyad- 7 Bﬁ?terﬂy- tﬁe e o pgf’)to
vantages, but — aswith any styleof bidding - PE5 4y Bteant 1 Woodwind - agent?
. . Wi /
—It also has d_lsadvantages' i . 11 Easter decoration instr. 26 Salaman-
Incanape, itiscustomary tobidashorter suit entree 44 Hardly 2 Shake- der
beforealonger suitwhenholdingatwo-suited 13 '(-/ftfér_) a6 g"vj:ﬁe ,  Speare 27 t%‘;g‘tiz i
hand. 14 Depend Moore 3 “Diary 28 Automa-
When the second suit is named later, the (on) movie of—  fons,
opener’spartner thuslearnswhichisthelonger v
of thetwo suits. 16 White- Naked —  bird 30 Give as
However, things sometimes go awry when e, 53 g:t"r‘]’ed 3 Jsea S rample
the canape user runsinto an uncharted situa 17 wheel- 55 Between opener 31 Speck
tion. Consider thisdeal fromthematch between base assign- 6 Knapsack 35 8olca-
Venezuelaand Italy inthe 1967 World Cham- 15 \wid west 56 b~ 7 Become  product
pionship. show picture tyrannical 38 Historic
Consistent with the canape style, Giorgio 20 Postbath 57 Cistern 8 tWhammy = period
Belladonna, the Italian East, opened the bid-  gon - ag " T aron) 7 42 Reofing
di ng with one diamond. Robert Rossignoh 22 Punctur- 59 Quest 10 Turn red? material
playingwith DavidBerah, overcalledwithtwo o, 'Fr,'i%rtfiﬁg Solution time: 24 mins. 'g;’;‘:ﬁ; a
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Avarelli, who lacked the values for two in IR A L T S beans
notrump, could not afford to bid two diamonds 33 !?fOOBt'gn" el lal7] 50 ngo?g
with such weak trump support, and had too  *~ g5 o 51 on card
much high-card strength to risk apass. —7 52 Montana
; ; ; ; 34 Obtained or
Faced with this dilemma, Avarelli choseto
. . 36 Make like Namath
compromisewith adouble. a 54 Eye
Belladonna had no good reason to pull the werewolf network
double, sohepassed. Thisdidnotturnoutwell [Tz 5 8 Jo [0

when Rossignol, after the opening diamond
lead, had no trouble taking eight tricks for a

score of 180 points.

At the other table, with a Venezuelan pair

East-West, the bidding went:

East South West North
1H 2C 2H Pass
4H

Nocanape, nodoubl e, no problems. East got
tofour heartsand madethecontract easily, los-
ing a heart, adiamond and a club to give the
Venezuelan team atotal gain of 600 pointson

thedeadl.

Tomorrow: Unusual defensiveplay.
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