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Money decisions
hard for schools

As the monetary decisions become tougher and tougher in the
school districtswhat will hit the chopping block next.

Therearetheargumentsabout cutting sports, nottomention, elimi-
nateband, chorus, dramaand art. | am not abig sportsfan. Although
| would haveliked to learn to play tennisand golf.

Some young adultswould not remain in high school without the
outlet that sportsbrings. If your grades need to be at acertain level
toplay that can beapowerful motivator. Somesportsarenever played
after people get out of high school. Football is played by very few
people after they get out of high school.

| do not think all the cuts should come out of music, drama and
art. Theappreciationof musicisanassetfor anentirelifetime. | have
heard of someone becoming an artist after retirement ageasurpris-
ing number of times. In the face off with sportsthe arts can be lik-
ened to David vs. Goliath.

Itwouldbeinterestingtoknow theactual costsof each sport?What
isthe cost of having the band?

Thethreebasicsof educationreading, writingand arithmatic seem
tohavetakenaback seat. TheU.S. math scoresinrelationtotherest
of theworld arean embarassment. Mathisatool, language asmuch
if not morethan acomputer. Without math would we have comput-
ers?

| have seen where parentsfrom foreign countries send their chil-
drenheretolearnAmerican. M ost Europeansknow at | east twolan-
guages fluently. They are not alonein the world. The study of for-
eignlanguagesseemstobean afterthoughtintheU.S. Weareslowly
catching onto thefact that knowing Spanish might be useful. What
about the oriental languages?

Schoolsneed adoseof reality when dealingwith actual plant size.
With numbers shrinking do the building numbers need to stay the
same. Do we need to think outside of the box?

Everyone needsto beinvolved in funding the school s especially
the parents. Even the poorest should have to put some money in.
Knowing their money is going there could give them some owner-
shipintheschools. | don’t think anyone should get afreeride. Now
most of themoniesfor education comefrom peoplewho own prop-
erty. What about the people who rent who have children?

Whenthisareawassettled the parentsbanded together whenthere
wereenough childrento start and pay for schools. Hasit really been
that long ago?

School finance problems have no easy answers. Some decisions
will be more painful than others.

—Pat Schiefen, Interim Publisher
Colby Free Press

Commentsto any opinionsexpressed onthispageareencouraged.
Mail themtotheColby FreePress, 155W. 5th St., Colby, Kan., 67701.
Or e-mail pjschiefen@nwkansas.com or pdecker@nwkansas.com.

Where to write, call

U.S. Rep. Jerry Moran, 2443 Rayburn House
Office Building, Washington, D.C. 20515. 202/225-
2715 or Fax 202/225-5124

State Rep. Jim Morrison, State Capitol Building,
303 SW 10th St. Rm. 171-W, Topeka 66612. 785/296-
7676 email: jmorriso@ink.org web: www.ink.org/
public/legislators/jmorriso

State Sen. Ralph Ostmeyer, State Capitol, 300 SW
10th St., Rm. 128-S., Topeka, Kan. 66612, 785/296-
7399 ostmeyer @senate.state.ks.us
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Who's in charge in the administration?

About ayear ago | asked the question,
“Who isin charge”? That article was ad-
dressing the weaknessesin our present ad-
ministration and who was responsible. Of
course there are some folks who don’t see
any weaknessin thisadministration. Some
think wearewinningthewar against terror-
ism and that reforming Irag into theimage
we want is going to protect our homeland
from terrorism. There are some who think
our economy isstrong and getting stronger.
Therearesomewhoarehappy withtheshift-
ing of tax burdens. Thereare somewho are
happy with the compensation packages of
CEOs while the companies are going into
bankruptcy. Thereare somewho are happy
and supportive of outsourcing jobs to for-
eign countries and giving our national cor-
porationstax breaksfor doingit. Again| say,
“Whoisin charge?’

The same folks are in charge of the na-
tional relief and recovery programsfor the
devastated gulf coast lineaswerein charge
of the political agendaof our nation, ayear
agoandstill aretoday. Anawesometask, to
say theleast.

I’m not sure any single person or even
small group of personsiscapableof putting
together a fair and equitable program.
Maybe one of the first things that needsto
bedoneistolet theleft hand know what the
right hand is doing. Maybe we need to
depoliticize the program. Partisan politics
cannottakecharge. Political opportunismis
evident, aswewatchtheprocessandobserve

Ken
Poland

® Ken’s
World

thestrugglefor who getsto call theshotsor
thescrambletoidentify theshooter whenthe
shot misses.

Weare1,000 milesremovedfromthearea
and must depend upon, for most of us, sec-
ond hand information. The national news
mediahas most often proven to belacking
in unbiased representation. Even private
individual reports are coming back with
totally different storiesabout what isgoing
on. Some report positive progress and ap-
preciativeresponsefromthevictimsof the
storm. Some come back with negative re-
ports on the progress and success of pro-
grams and relate stories depicting angry
people lashing out verbally even at those
whoaredelivering material aidand helping
to clean up and restore.

Isit surprising that we are getting such
radically different picturesof thesituation?
Weall havedifferent conceptsof theproper
role government should have. We all have
different conceptsonthedegreeof personal
responsibility the local residents should
have. Thereisdefinitely racial biasand eco-
nomic bias entwined even in the religious
viewsand solutions. Weeven havereligious
folkswho havedismissed themselvesfrom

any responsibility on the basis that those
people and communities are getting what
they deserve. (God punishes sinners and
they are, obviously, bigger sinnersthan we
arel)

Somesay, “ Godisincharge. What hehas
destroyed, he will rebuild if hewantsit re-
built.” There are somewho say thereisno
God and the survival of thefittest will de-
terminewhoisin charge.

| say, “Weall havearesponsihility to as-
sist our fellowmanin hisrecovery fromthe
severelashing delivered by nature. Noman
nor region can adequately prepareor defend
themselvesfrom such awesomedestructive
power.”

We all take charge with our support of
local community programsto put together
relief packagesand offersof assistance. We
all take charge, when we support our reli-
gious organizations, asthey offer spiritual
aswell asmaterial assistancefor thestricken
area and people. We al take charge, when
we write to our political leaders and offer
support or opposition to specific govern-
ment programs. Weall arein charge or can
be, if we demand accountability from our
government leaders. Weall areor canbein
charge, if we excercise our rights and duty
to inform ourselves on political issues and
express our views and choices at the polls,
when election time comes.

*kk*x

You can reach Ken Poland at

rcwine@cheerful.com

Colby student body Is amazing

Letter
Drop

® Our Readers
Sound Off

Tothe Colby FreePress:

Wehavebeen attending footbal | gamesfor
thepast four years, religiously following our
son and the team. Friday night we were so
excited to see the student body in amazing
force cheering ontheteam. Other parentsin
the stands commented on the same thing,
“ListentotheKids’ — “lsn'tit Great!” —

“That’'swhat | liketo see.”

Thestudentswereso excited and boi ster-
ous! Exactly what theteam needed to hear,
and the crowd needed!

Thank you 2005-06 CHS student body!
School spiritisback and | hope continuing
togrow in Colby! Continuethe great job!

Tom and Tina Schrick, Colby
Letter #74

About those letters . ..

The Free Press encourages and welcomes lettersfrom readers. Lettersshould betypewritten, if at al possible, and should
include atelephone number and an address. These are used for verification of thewriter only. If, however, you want your address
and telephone number to appear with your letter, please ask usto do so when you submit your letter, or include anote with your
letter. Mostimportantly, al lettersmust include asignature. Unsigned letters cannot be published. Wereservetheright to edit
for clarity and length, and, likewise, reservetheright to reject I etters deemed to be of no public interest or considered offensive
or libelous. You can expect your | etter to appear in print within 24-48 hours of receipt. L ettersto the Free Pressallow readersto
become engaged in public debate on topicsthey deem important. Please consider sharing your thoughtswith the family of Colby
Free Pressreaders. Thank you.
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