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Underage drinking party prompts arrests

By Patty Decker

Free Press Editor

Colby policeofficersarrested four teen-
agersand detained another 19young people
until their parentscouldarriveafter aneigh-
bor called on aloud noise complaint, Sat-
urday, inthe Friendly AcresMobileHome
Park.

Corey Allen Reed, 19; Matthew M.
Groveand Brandon LeeWade, both 18; and
Travis Joseph Parker, 16, were all booked
into the Thomas County jail on charges of
disturbing the peace, whichisadisorderly
conduct, minor inpossession of acohol and
furnishing alcohol to minors, said Gary
Shull, detective sergeant with the Colby
Police Department.

Theother 19 peoplewho were held, but
not charged, ranged in age to include two
individuals who were 20 years old; two
were 18; eight were 17 yearsold; onewas
16; sevenwere 15; and onewas 14 yearsof
age, hesaid.

Thecomplaintwasreceivedat 9:07 p.m.
at mobile home #27, said Gary Shull, de-
tective sergeant with the Colby Police De-
partment.

Twopoliceofficers, Sgt. Kent Dibleand
RonAlexander went tothe sceneand were
assisted by Thomas County Sheriff’'s
Deputy Alan Markham, Shull said.

Colby Police Chief Randy Jones said

By Tisha Cox

Colby Free Press

The Colby School Board found out at
its Monday meeting several high school
athleteshavebeenissuedathl etic suspen-
sions.

During hisreport, Colby High School
principal Robbins said they’re dealing
withanissuefromover theweekend. He
said there was a party that was “ busted”
andthey’ vebeenaskingif studentswere
thereand if they were drinking.

Robbinssaid athl etic suspensionshave
been issued.

“That’s unfortunate but that’s what |
havetoreport,” hesaid.

The junior varsity football game

High school issues athletic suspensions

against Oberlin Monday was postponed,
said activitiesdirector Jeff Quenzer.
Board member Joel Powell asked about
the status of therest of the week.
Robbins said there were no problems
withvolleyball and didn’t seenany others.
“We're still ago for homecoming,” he
said.
Theboardalsoheardreportsfrommiddle
school principal Robb Ross and activities
director Jeff Quenzer.

Ross said his students are planning a
fund-raiser for victims of Hurricane
Katrina. They will be doing a dodgeball
tournament next week.

“1 waspleased thekidswanted to get out
and do something,” Ross said.

During his report, Quenzer said the
countsfor student enrollment and activi-
tiesare both thisweek.

He said they’ re both important, and
added the activities count is what de-
cidesif the school stays a 4A schoal,
whichit will probably remain.

Quenzer aso told the board the high
school crosscountry meet scheduledfor
Tuesday was canceled because only
three teams, including Colby, werein-
terested.

He said he hopesthereismoreinter-
est next year so the home meet can be
reinstated.

TheThursday seventh gradefootball
gameagainst Oakley wasal socancel ed.

there were about 10 young people who
eluded authorities after police arrived.

Of the 23 individuals at the underage
drinking party, Jonessaid, officersmadethe
decision to have parents or aresponsible
adult be made aware of the situation.

The19individualswhowerereleasedto
their parents were not arrested on any
charges; however, they could face other

consequences related to Colby High
School’s policy on underage drinking,
since many of the youth are attending that
school, or avenues the parents might pur-
sue. Additionally, all parents and the 19
youthwereaskedif they wantedtotakethe
preliminary breath test to determine alco-
hol consumption, and according to Jones,
someparentschoseto havetheir childtake

the breathalyzer, but others parents chose
not to allow thetest.

Asfor entering the mobile home, Jones
said his officers did walk in after first ob-
serving one or more individuals drinking
alcohol underage.

“When officers see someone in plain
view committingacrime,” Jonessaid, “the
officer hastheright to makecontact and no

warrant is necessary.”

Inthisparticular caseandlivinginasmall
town, Jones said, many of the youth in-
volved were known to be minors and the
officershad establishedfor themsel vesthat
acrimewas being committed, which gave
them probable cause.

Jonessaid hisofficeisalso aware of the
high school’spolicy of self-reportingwhen
an individual has done somethingillegal,
asinthe Saturday incident.

Earlier thisweek, Jonessaid, an official
from Colby High School did call thepolice
department asking for the names of stu-
dentsat that party and weregiventheinfor-
mation.

“We believe parents want to know
whether or not their children are at under-
age drinking parties and consuming,” he
said. “We are doing whatever we can tc
protect our youth.”

One solution that Jones said isthe easi-
est isfor young peopleto stay away from
underage drinking parties altogether. Un-
til then, the policewill continueto responc
to complaint calls, accessing each indi-
vidual situation and make arrests when
crimes have occurred.

Thefour individualswho were arrested
havebeenrel eased and thepossiblecharges
have been forwarded to Andrea Wyrick,
Thomas County attorney.

dents, gobbled down frightful concoctions during “Fear Factor”
at Pioneer Memorial Library Tuesday. Twelve students in sixth Kleinsorge, children’s librarian.

Fear factor — Colby style
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after school program that started this week, said Judy

TISHA COX/Colby Free Press
Alex Diercks and Madison Gawith, Colby Middle School stu- through eighth grade completed challenges during the monthly

\ehicles damaged in Levant grass fire

ing to Rural District #3 were dis-

By Patty Decker
Free Press Editor

Threevehiclesat Hillery Motors
in Levant were damaged after a
trash fire went out of control late
Monday afternoon, said Bob Mc-
Lemore, Colby fire chief.

Joe Martin, who was burning
trash, told McLemore that he was
unaware that the flame had gone
intothedry buffalo grassnear some
barrelsandfromtherecaught aFord

pickup, a Ford LTD and one other
vehicleonfire,

The fire department sent two
water tankers and onefiretruck to
thescenefollowingMartin’scall at
4:34 p.m. Officials arrived at the
location around 4:48 p.m. and
within 10 minutes the fire was ex-
tinguished. Estimated damagefrom
thefirewas set at $1,500.

McLemore said that the Colby
firetruck and two tankers belong-

patched to thefire.

As a precautionary measure,
McLemoreisreminding everyone
to take particular care when burn-
ing, whether it’strash, wheat stub-
ble or weedsin ditches during dry
times. For those planning to do ag-
ricultural-related burns, McLemore
encouragesthemtocall thefirede-
partment first. Residents who are
planningtoburntrashinthecounty

do not need to call the fire depart-
ment, but areasked to consider con-
ditionsbefore burning.

Avoid windy days and be aware
of dry conditions, he said.

Make sureto placeascreen over
trash barrels, McLemore said, and
toavoidsparksfromflyingintodry
grassesor other dry areas.

For questionsor tofind out other
ways to prevent fires, call (785)
460-4454.

College approves vet agreement with K-State

By Tisha Cox

Colby Free Press

Colby Community College will
have a partnership with Kansas
StateUniversityinManhattan. That
isif it can comeup with themoney
to cover start-up costs.

The college's board of trustees
approved pursuing asatel liteveteri-
nary technology program with K-
State, but only if they canfindaway
to pay for the nearly $300,000 in
start-up costs.

Dr. Jennifer L. Martin, head of

Colby’s vet tech program, gave a

presentation on the proposal.
Beforehand, college president
Dr. Mikel Ary saidthe costswill be
around $300,000 if they chose to
affiliatewith K-State. Healso said

grant money could be availableto
help.

Martin said theaffiliationwould
prevent program duplication el se-
whereinthestateand couldbemore
attractive to students from larger
towns because they could attend
classat Manhattan.

She said students have aten-
dency to attend class and relocate
close to home after they finish
school.

L abette and Butler community
colleges are considering starting
their own vet tech programs, Mar-
tinsaid.

Sheal so said many studentsfrom
eastern Kansas cometo Colby for
theprogramandtherearecurrently
more jobs available then there are

peopletofill them.

Theaffiliation would hel p stabi-
lizethe Colby siteaswell asallow
the collegetoreceivecredit for the
studentsin Manhattan?

“We need to really move for-
ward,” Martin said.

Ary said the school’s dental hy-
giene program received donations
whenthey startedit up and dentists
were “generous’ with the equip-
ment and other assistance the pro-
vided.

Martin said they could do the
samewith the vet tech program.

K-State, Ary said, washoping to
put in place a prototype program.

“They’ revery enthusiastic about
it,” hesaid.

Board member Larry Arehart

asked what K-State's contribution
to the effort would be.

The university will provide
space in its veterinary school as
well asaccesstolabsand surgeries.

“lwouldcall that areal contribu-
tion,” hesaid.

Arehart saidit'sworth pursuing
but askedwhat’stokeepall thestu-
dentsfrom going to K-State.

Martin said she polled her vet
tech studentsand one-thirdto one-
half said they would still come to
Calby.

Dr. Cathy McMulkin, Colby vet
tech instructor, said asfar as class
sizeis concerned, they could han-
dleupto 27 students per class.

Shesaidthey haven't beenat full
strength.

Homecoming
activities begin

By Tisha Cox
Colby Free Press

Colby High School Homecom-
ing activities are underway this
week.

Activities director Jeff Quenzer
said the school’s student council
organized each of the daily activi-
tiesthisweek.

Thethemefor Homecomingthis
yearis" ForgettheTitans,” Quenzer
said, aplay onthetitleof themovie
“Remember the Titans.”

Monday and Tuesday’s events
were “Stop Light Monday” and
“Twin Tuesday.”

Therest of the week’s days are:
Wednesday, “ Color Wars. He said
each classwas given two colorsto
wear andtheonewiththemost like
colors wins. The freshmen were
given green and brown; sopho-
mores, orange and purple; juniors,
red and greenand seniors, pink and
orange.

Thursday is“ Tropical Thursday”
and Friday is Spirit Day. Quenzer
saidthat’straditionally theday stu-
dents and faculty wear orange and
black to show their school spirit.

Also on Thursday is the annual
jersey auction, bonfire and pep
rally. Hesaid it will beat 8:30 p.m.
at theThomas County fairgrounds.

Thevarsity jersey auctionisthe
firsteventandat thesametimethere
will beasilent auction for thejun-
ior varsity jerseys.

Quenzer said whoever buys the
jerseys gets to wear them to the
Homecomingfootbal| gameFriday.
He asks that the jerseys be turned
back in by Monday morning.

Followingwill bethebonfireanc
pep rally, which are organized by
the high school’s cheerleaders.

The Thursday night events are
open to the public and he would
encourage everyoneto come.

On Friday, high school students
will be dismissed at 1:30 p.m. to
prepare for the Homecoming pa-
radeat 2:30 p.m.

The parade will begin at the
northwest corner of Fike Park and
go down Franklin to Third Street
and then will head west on Range
Avenue. TheHomecomingfootball
game will be at 7 p.m. at Dennen
Field.

Homecoming royalty will bean-
nounced during the game. Senior
homecoming royalty candidates
are: Chris Haeffner and Shea Mc-
Kee, Brett Wilson and Jessice
Stephens, Chris Staley and Sarah
Redmond and ColeGarciaand Jade
Koenig. Attendants are: Jessica
Hawk and Brandi Stupka, juniors;
Hunter Olsen and Malory McKee,
sophomores and Heath Stephens
and Jordan Krzycki, freshmen.

The week’s activities will wrap
on Saturday withthe Homecoming
dance from 8 to 11:30 p.m. at the

high school gym.

Breaking away
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quiet,” Caswell said.

PATTY DECKER/Colby Free Press

Cory Caswell, employed at Colby Livestock Auction, 125 S.
Country Club Dr., wasriding a two-year old stallion around town
on Tuesday. Caswell said for the last couple of days he has been
“breaking horses” in order to ready them for next month’s live-
stock auction on Monday, Oct. 3. “This horse, known as a Chi-
mera, or a type of quarter horse has blue eyes and is bone
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