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Quarter features
buffalo, sunflowers

The Kansas commemorative quarter, initsfirst week,
showed signsof being ahot item.

Visitors to the Kansas State Fair in Hutchinson were
buying 40-coinrollsto take hometo their grandchildren
and friends.

And in Alabama, the coins were such hot items an ar-
moredtruck carrying $800,000worth of them caught fire.

Most of the coins spilled out onto the highway, where,
with lots of police protection, workers used shovelsand
even heavy equipment to scoop them up. Thecoinswere
beingdeliveredfromthemintin Philadel phiato Birming-
ham, Ala.

Now onegroup of Kansascommemorativequartershas
evenmoreappeal for collectors. Many of thespilled coins
weresinged inthefire.

But the coinswere destined to be hot items even with-
out the freak accident in Alabama. They were officially
unveiled by Gov. Kathleen Sebelius... at the opening of
the Kansas State Fair in Hutchinson. ...

... Oneman from lowatold areporter hewastaking 11
rollsback hometo giveto hisfriends.

The Kansas quarter is the 34th in the series of com-
memorative coinsissued by the U.S. Mint honoring the
states. Onesideof thecoinshowsthefront view of astand-
ing buffalo and three sunflowers. At the top is “Kansas
1861,” the year the Sunflower State joined the union.

Watch for them in your change. Or if you can’t wait,
check withyour bank tofind out if they haveany you could
buy.

It’sacool looking cointhat showsKansasinapositive
light.

Topeka Capital-Journal

Commentsto any opinionsexpressed onthispageareencouraged.
Mail themtotheColby FreePress, 155W. 5th St., Colby, Kan., 67701.
Or e-mail pjschiefen@nwkansas.com or pdecker @nwkansas.com.

Where to write, call

U.S. Sen. Pat Raberts, 109 Hart Senate Office
Building, Washington, D.C. 20510. 202/224-4774

U.S. Sen. Sam Brownback, 303 Hart Senate Office
Building, Washington, D.C. 20510. 202/224-6521

U.S. Rep. Jerry Moran, 2443 Rayburn House
Office Building, Washington, D.C. 20515. 202/225-
2715 or Fax 202/225-5124

State Rep. Jim Morrison, State Capitol Building,
303 SW 10th St. Rm. 171-W, Topeka 66612. 785/296-
7676 email: jmorriso@ink.org web: www.ink.org/
public/legislators/jmorriso

State Sen. Ralph Ostmeyer, State Capitol, 300 SW
10th St., Rm. 128-S., Topeka, Kan. 66612, 785/296-
7399 ostmeyer @senate.state.ks.us
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Unsolicited malil a pet peeve

If 1 am not the only one who is fed up with
unsolicited material received from credit card
companies please raise your hand.

Seriously, unwanted and unnecessary materi-
al sl receiveby postal mail and email arebecom-
ing apet peeve of mine. How about you?

For instance, | got thisletter (whichlooksto-
tally legitimate) from acompany whoselogois
similar to General Motors. Thisletter told me|
had 72 hours to take advantage of a“FINAL
OFFER” to extend my factory warranty on my
vehicle.

Excuseme?My vehicleisalmost sevenyears
old and the factory warranty ran out on it about
50,000 miles ago.

But wait, it gets better.

Theletter toldmel could choose coveragefor
my car for “up to six yearsor 125,000 miles.”

Insix yearsor 125,000 miles| hopetobedriv-
ing adifferent vehicle!

Ohyes, | wastold| could get all theseluscious
optionsat 0.0% financing and they comewith a
100% money back guarantee. And, if | wereto
have a claim during the six years of 125,000
miles, al repair billswould bepaid for by direct
payment to the body shop. “No concerns about
reimbursements,” theletter said.

And, al | had to do to “activate” the wonder-
ful warranty program was to call the toll-free
number listed on paper andfor a“ minimumdown
payment required at thetimeof activation” | was
covered. If | calledwithinthefirst 72 hoursafter
receivingtheletter | couldreceive 15 percent off
the cost of the coverage.

Wow, if | wasn’ttheskepticl am, | might have
fallenfor thedeal. Not inthislifetime!

Jan Katz
Ackerman

« From Where
| stand

But, over and aboveall thehype, theletter had
alittlebox at the bottom whichwas moreinter-
esting than the proposed offer. Insidethat little
box wasinformation explaining that if | didn’t
takeadvantageof theoffer, | couldcall analter-
natetoll-free number and opt out of being are-
cipient of such unsolicited materials.

Hooray! | finally had away to stop part of my
junk mail.

However, after | called thealternatetoll-free
number iswhen | really got upset.

The number wasto avoice activated service
to one of thethree major credit reporting agen-
cies. Thesweet talkingwoman onthe other end
of the computerized phone saidif | didn’t want
the credit reporting agency to sell my informa-
tion to insurance and credit card companiesto
push X-number. Then | wasto push Y-number
and so on and son on. You' ve heard thedrill.

It’snowonder our worldisrunning amuck at
apacefaster thanaspeeding bullet. I1t'snowon-
der our lives have become ones of addiction to
material things at the rate of alightning flash.
When will thiscraziness stop?

Well, for meit stopped about ayear agowhen
| not only opted out of materialism, but it fur-

ther stopped after leaving an order to opt out
thejunk mail receipt system.

Now all | have to do iswait “four to six
weeks’ for it to be activated!

Speaking of junk mail, here's how my day
goeswhen | return to the office from visiting
my local post office. | sort my mail in piles -
work and personal —and it soundslikethis:

Today’s deadline, personal, File 13,
tomorrow’s deadline, next week’s deadline,
personal, File 13, today, File 13, etcetera, you
get my drift.

Anyway, | can’'ttell you how much of what |
receive goes into File 13. Topping the list is
anything unsigned.

Yep.AnonymouslettersgodirectlyintoFile
13. Eachand every timel openanenvelope, the
very first place | set my eyesis at the end of
whatever came. If it'snot signed it goesin the
trash.

Here' smy theory. Asareporter whosename
isattachedtoeverything | write, if I’ mexpected
to read something someone el se writes | need
toatleast begiventhecourtesy of knowingwho
wroteit. Don’t you agree?

Sowhileit’svery easy totrack medownand
communicate with me, just remember if you
want it read, pleasesignit.

I’mabig fan of George Carlin’sbut | do not
agree with his definition for freedom of the
press. It doesn’t mean no-iron clothes!

Here'shopingthechurchbellsof your choice
draw you near. Have agreat weekend.

Used car buyers beware

Insurance Commissioner Sandy Praeger is
warning Kansanswhoareshoppingfor used cars
to take a few extra precautions. While flood-
damaged cars are not often found in Kansas,
right now consumers should beon aert.

Asaresult of HurricaneKatrina, thousandsof
automobileswere abandoned aswaters contin-
uedtorise, andthosevehiclessat underwater for
days. Eventhough suchvehiclesaretechnically
considered atotal insuranceloss, someof them
could be marketed for salein Kansas and other
states.

Flood-damaged cars are often sold at scrap
prices, but some unscrupul ous entrepreneurs
may cleanthem up andresell themto unsuspect-
ing buyers. The vehiclesmay look good on the
surface, but their computer and safety mecha-
nisms may be compromised and pose saf ety
hazardsto the new owner.

“Itisimportant that used car buyers be extra
cautiousright now,” said Praeger. “Consumers
should do alittle extrainvestigating if deals or
prices seemtoo good to betrue. That could bea
warning signal for damaged property. Even
whenvehicleslook cleanandto bein good con-
dition, there may in fact be hidden defects that
could pose danger to buyers down theroad.”

Commissioner Praeger also recommends

Sandy
Praeger

® Kansas Insurance
Commissioner

working with areputable car dealer. Robert
Donovan of DonovanAutoand Truck Centerin
Wichita offers this advice,” Before you buy,
make sure you ask the dealer selling the car to
obtainaCarfax Discrepancy Report for you, or
take the car to a qualified mechanic that you
know andtrust. A trained mechanicwill beable
tolook for signsof water damagethat won't be
obvious to the buyer or won't appear on the
title.”

Insurance compani es usually purchasedam-
aged vehiclesfrom policyhol ders, declarethem
“totaled” and then sell them at auctionto bere-
sold for parts, many of which will still be suit-
ablefor usein other carsand trucks.

The following tips are things consumers
should be aware of to protect themselvesfrom
purchasing aflooded car.

« Flooded vehicles oftentimes end up at auc-
tions.

* Flooded carsmay havelower asking prices,
S0 be suspicious.

« Look at the engine; if thereisahigh water
mark ontheblock or radiator, it sbeen flooded.

* Look for rust or corrosiononwiresand other
components under the hood.

» Look at thecarpetinthecar. If it sbeenre-
placed, then chances areit wasreplaced dueto
flooding.

 Look in the trunk; are the jack and tools
rusty? Is the well for the spare tire wet and
rusted?Ifitis, mostlikely thecar wasinaflood.

» Smell thecarpet. If it smellsdampand musty,
be suspicious.

« If youseea“Flooded” title, don’t even con-
sider the purchase no matter how good the ve-
hicle may look.

* Closely examinetitles, which canbealtered,
falsified or laundered through another state.

Sandy Praeger, Kansas Insurance Commis-
sioner, overseestheactivitiesof the Kansas|n-
surance Department which isheadquarteredin
Topeka. The overriding objective of Commis-
sioner Praeger and theinsurance department i<
to protect consumers, and help maintain the fi-
nancial stability of theinsuranceindustry.

About those letters . ..

The Free Press encourages and wel comes |l ettersfrom readers. Letters should betypewritten, if at all possible, and should
include atelephone number and an address. Unsigned |etters cannot be published. Wereservetheright to edit for clarity and
length, and, likewise, reserve theright to reject | etters deemed to be of no public interest or considered offensiveor libel ous.
Lettersto the Free Press all ow readersto become engaged in public debate on topicsthey deem important. Please consider
sharing your thoughtswith the family of Colby Free Pressreaders. Thank you.

Doonesbury
® Gary Trudeau
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